
Sunday, July 22, 2018—Isaiah 46-48 
            Through His prophets, God repeatedly pointed out the sad irony of idolatry. People would 
take a piece of wood, for instance, and use part of it to fashion an idol and the other portion for fuel 
in their cooking. They would fashion a god with their own hands and then assign power to that god 
over themselves. They would place these idols as burdens on the backs of animals to be carried from 
place to place. Satan is certainly deceptive.  
            God contrasts this to His own reality. “I will be the same until your old age, and I will bear 
you up when you turn gray. I have made you, and I will carry you; I will bear and rescue you” (46:4). 
There was no other god who could either claim this or accomplish this. 
            His rescuing work would mean the downfall of those who were working against His people. 
While Assyria and Babylon were bringing needed discipline against God’s people, they themselves 
were flawed and would face judgment. They, too, would trust in idols and sorcery and find them all 
to be lacking (47:1-15). 
            God was working not for the benefit of His people but for His own glory (48:1-11). He 
certainly wanted to bless His people (48:17). He had called them initially to be His treasured 
possession and to work wonders in them, but the goal was worship. No idol had promised this. No 
idol could do this. 
            Praise God for His plan and His power. Repent of any idolatry and self-sufficiency that 
keeps you from walking with Him fully. 
 
Saturday, July 21, 2018—Isaiah 43-45 
            Too often, people mistakenly believe loving someone requires approving of every decision 
they make. They push back when someone disagrees with a lifestyle choice or moral position and 
proclaim, “God is love.” They ask how someone can claim to be a follower of Jesus and at the same 
time judge someone so unlovingly about their choices. 
            Throughout Isaiah, the Lord of Armies spoke directly and harshly to His children, Israel and 
Judah, about their sinful choices. They had an opportunity to repent, and if they did not, there 
would be catastrophic judgment come upon them and their land. In Isaiah 43, God says this, “Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. I will be with you when 
you pass through the waters . . . you will not be scorched by the fire . . . Because you are precious in 
my sight and honored, and I love you . . . Do not fear, for I am with you . . .” (43:1-5). 
            The love of God compelled Him to speak and act harshly against their sin, but He would not 
leave them to endure this alone. He was with them. His example speaks volumes for His disciples. 
The greatest act of love is not to speak against evil but to speak against it and to walk through its 
devastating consequences with those they love. 
            Thank God for being the One who speaks clearly to His people and calls them to Himself 
(45:19). Walk with Him and suffer with others. 
Friday, July 20, 2018—Isaiah 40-42 
            Isaiah repeatedly heralds the power of God (40:4), the LORD of Armies. His is a greatness 
unmatched by any of the kings of the earth or the gods they choose to worship. He also speaks of 
the gentleness of God—His great love for His people and His willingness to shepherd (40:11) His 
people with protection and care. In Isaiah 40, the prophet also mentions another irreplaceable 
possession—wisdom. 
            “The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever” (40:8). What 
God says and knows endures, but how did He become so wise? “Who has directed the Spirit of the 
LORD, or who gave him counsel? Who did he consult? Who gave him understanding an taught him 
the paths of justice? What taught him knowledge and show him the way of understanding” (40:13-



14). God knows all things because He is before all things. He Himself created wisdom and gives it to 
humanity. 
            Comparing God to a manmade idol is foolish and shortsighted (40:19-20). He is more 
wonderful and powerful than anything imaginable. Knowing Him provides endurance and strength. 
While youths become weary and faint, God never does, and those who trust Him are blessed. 
            Another who would not grow weary is the chosen servant God would one day send to His 
people to bring justice (42:1-4). God’s people would need Him because their sin would have 
incurred the wrath of God (42:24-25), and they would need Someone to rescue them. 
            Praise God for His incomparable wisdom and His great power. Seek to walk in His wisdom 
and His ways. 
Thur 
sday, July 19, 2018—Isaiah 37-39   
            Bad news moves people to do many things. They rant on social media. They panic and 
worry, or they decide to act as if nothing has happened. A few turn to God in worship-filled prayer. 
            When Hezekiah read the letter from the Assyrian king threatening the nation, the put on 
sackcloth and went to the Temple. He acknowledged the identity and greatness of the Lord of 
Armies and then presented his need (37:17-20). The foe was powerful and had indeed overthrown 
nations greater than Israel. Hezekiah prayed God would rise up and show Himself to be gloriously 
powerful in response to the mocking of the foreign king. 
            Hezekiah did not have to send out a single troop. God used His own army to bring 
destruction on the Assyrians and drive them back home. In time, He even orchestrated events that 
took the life of the Assyrian king while he was worshiping his powerless god. 
            God is interested in the outward forces which work against His people. He is also concerned 
with their personal needs. King Hezekiah faced a terminal illness and prayed for healing. Just as He 
delivered him from a foreign power, God gave Hezekiah relief from sickness, and Hezekiah wanted 
to respond again with worship (38:22). 
            Despite his worship and blessing, Hezekiah failed to see the threat Babylon posed for the 
future. When warned, he was thankful he would never deal with them though his descendants 
would. Pray for a faith that worships in all circumstances and which blesses future generations. 
 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018—Isaiah 34-36 
            God demonstrates His love for the world in His common grace to the most undeserving. 
Rain falls on the righteous and unrighteous. God demonstrated His love in the most complete way 
by sending His beloved Son to experience the temptations of life and the sting of death to atone for 
the sins of man. His love can, however, cause people to forget His anger toward sin. Isaiah knew it 
well. “The LORD is angry with all the nations, furious with all their armies. He will set them apart for 
destruction, giving them over to slaughter” (34:2). 
            What God had planned was the stuff of nightmares, destruction on a scale the world had 
never know and that blockbuster movies are hard-pressed to mimic even with millions of dollars 
and the most powerful of computer programs. He had measured out carefully (34:11, 17) what He 
was going to do and would be able to account for every living creature despite the chaos all the 
world would experience. 
            Fear was the option for those who did not trust Yahweh. Faith was the pathway for those 
who did (35:1-10). The redeemed of the LORD “will return and come to Zion with singing, crowned 
with unending joy. Joy and gladness will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee” (35:10). 



            Like Hezekiah (36:1-22), modern believers face foes who believe they are stronger or more 
worthy than God Himself. Remember what He has done. Remember what He can do. Trust Him 
above all. 
 
Tuesday, July 17, 2018—Isaiah 31-33 
            Paul told the Christians in Ephesus that their true battle was not against human beings but 
against spiritual forces they could not see and touch. James said the source of bickering among 
believers was internal—the selfish motives of each person. More than 700 years earlier, Isaiah saw 
the same problem with the Israelites. They didn’t look below the surface. 
            Their assessment of the powers around them led them to trust in the numbers of chariots 
and horses they counted. The competing powers of Egypt and Assyria moved them to trust one to 
dispose of the other, but Isaiah said these nations would fall. They were men, not God (31:3), and 
they needed to repent and return to Him. One day, everyone would bow in acknowledgement of His 
sovereignty (31:7). 
            In that day, Isaiah said a “fool will no longer be called a noble” (32:5). God was going to 
work some kind of reversal, but how could a fool be a noble in the first place? Isaiah defined the 
fool as one who speaks with moral emptiness, plots iniquity, lives in a godless way, speaks falsely 
about Yahweh, leaves the hungry empty, and deprives the thirsty a drink (32:6). In other words, the 
leaders of the day, though called “noble” by the people, were foolish in God’s eyes and by His 
standards. God would change that. 
            “The fear of the LORD is Zion’s treasure” (33:6). Pray for a life which fears nothing but 
God. Treasure Him and trust Him more than anything or anyone you can see. Live nobly for His 
glory. 
 
Monday, July 16, 2018—Isaiah 28-30 
            Isaiah saw the coming destruction of Ephraim, but that wasn’t the fault of God. He had 
given instruction through the word. He had warned repeatedly through the prophets. The kingdom 
would crumble, but He would rebuild. “On that day, the Lord of Armies will become a crown of 
beauty and a diadem of splendor to the remnant of his people” (28:5). 
            The people listening to Isaiah could not fathom the possibility of Israel’s being weakened or 
enslaved again. Isaiah warned them, “So now, do not scoff, or your shackles will become stronger. 
Indeed, I have heard from the Lord GOD of Armies a decree of destruction for the whole land” 
(28:22). Like a farmer with a plan for planting and harvesting, God was working a process of 
refinement for His people. The sowing of judgment would reap a harvest of righteousness. “This 
also comes from the LORD of Armies. He gives wondrous advice; he gives great wisdom” (28:29). 
            The people of Israel were increasingly foolish, believing God did not see their sinful activity 
or know their evil plans. They were serving Him with their lips, but their hearts were far from Him 
(29:13). They were as senseless as clay pots telling the potter he did not make them (29:16). Their 
hope in fleeing to Egypt would become their shame (30:2-5). 
            There was, however, good news. “Therefore, the LORD is waiting to show you mercy, and is 
rising up to show you compassion, for the LORD is a just God. All who wait patiently for him are 
happy” (30:18). 
  
 


