
Tuesday, January 28, 2020—Exodus 1-4 

            The gods of this world fear the God of the universe. In Egyptian culture, Pharaoh 

believed himself to be god, and his vast power and resources certainly allowed him to 

act like it. God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were coming true as Israel 

became a vast number of people, and Pharaoh was afraid. In fear, he acted with great 

oppression. 

            The Hebrew midwives feared God more than they feared one man, so they did 

not kill the baby boys as he ordered. God blessed them and continued to expand His 

nation. Pharaoh ordered the nation to bring death to these precious boys, but God, in 

His amazing power, worked to bring Moses into the house of Pharaoh himself. God is 

completely sovereign. 

            When Moses grew up, he saw an Egyptian mistreating one of his fellow 

Hebrews. Impulsively, Moses killed the Egyptian. He became a fugitive and ran away. 

Like his people, Moses was now far from home. Israel continued to groan under slavery, 

and God listened and remembered. 

            Some 40 years later, God called Moses. While He had given Abram and Jacob 

new names, God gave Moses a new name for God Himself. He was Jehovah, the great 

I Am (3:14). In knowing I Am, Moses had all the power and courage he needed to lead 

the people out of slavery. Moses was not certain he could accomplish this (4:10), but I 

Am was sufficient (3:20). 

            God gave Moses signs and words to declare His glory. He will give words and 

power today to bring freedom from the slavery of sin and death. Pray for courage and 

obedience to tell of Jesus, the great I Am. 

Monday, January 27, 2020—Job 38-42 

            “Can things get any worse?” At the end of a long day or after a troubling 

conversation, you might ask yourself that question. Things keep piling on, and there is 

no light on the horizon. Can things get worse? Yes. 

            Job had endured physical suffering like he had never known. Then, he 

underwent intense interaction with his friends. Finally, a great storm blew in (38:1). Can 

things get worse? Yes. God, however, was in the storm. 

            He began to speak to Job. The exact thing for which Job had prayed, an 

audience with God, was now happening! In the depth of his despair and suffering, God 

was present. God was not interested in small talk. He got right to the point, asking Job 

where he was when God created everything (38:4). He asked Job whether he had 

power over creation, and then God added a little sarcasm, “Surely you know, for you 

were already born!” (38:21a). 

            God was not being indifferent to Job’s sufferings. He was fully aware of Job’s 

condition. He declared Job to be righteous before Satan. God was helping Job become 

even more righteous by considering himself less and appreciating the greatness of God 

even more. In the human mind, this might sound selfish, but God indeed deserves every 

bit of praise the human mind can conceive and every act of worship we can give. 

            Job admitted his faults (42:6). God was greater than he had ever imagined 

(42:5). Even the righteous have room for growth and continued repentance. Pray for 



humility that leads to a deeper relationship with God. 

Sunday, January 26, 2020—Job 35-37 

            Elihu spoke boldly to Job and his friends because he sensed their disrespect 

toward God. Job’s flaws harmed Job and affected the way he treated his friends. The 

friends were making the same mistake. 

            Elihu said Job was contradicting himself. On one hand, Job said God would 

clear him because he was righteous. On the other, he wondered about the usefulness 

of living righteously (25:2-3). Elihu wanted Job to consider the majesty of God. “If you 

sin, how does that affect him? If you are righteous, what do you give him?” (25:6-7). 

God was not dependent on Job’s righteousness. God was not weakened by Job’s sin. 

Righteousness and wickedness had an impact on Job and the people around him. 

            The reality, therefore, was that God was above the fray. He was creator and 

sustainer, teacher and guide. He deserved worship, and a righteous life displayed that 

worship. In turn, that righteous life benefited the worshiper. The one who neglected God 

or shunned godliness was sabotaging himself. They would either not call out to him in 

struggle (36:13) or wouldn’t be able to hear God and wonder where God was (35:13-

16). 

            Evil was the cause of suffering. Job said he had not done anything to deserve 

this, so Elihu urged him not to turn to evil or give in to evil. He needed like never before 

to seek God. “But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering; he speaks to them in 

their affliction” (36:15). 

            Elihu was in awe of God (37:1-24). Pray for that same awe. 

Saturday, January 25, 2020—Job 32-34 

            Paul told Timothy not to let anyone look down on him because he was young but 

to set an example for the believers in speech, life, love, faith, and purity (1 Timothy 

4:12). God wants young people to respect their elders, but that doesn’t mean that young 

people can’t influence their elders and help them grow in righteousness. Elihu had this 

opportunity. 

            Elihu was younger than Job’s three friends, so he had remained silent while they 

dialogued with Job. When they were talked out, Elihu stepped forward, quite angry at 

what he had heard (32:5). He knew respect was important, but he also knew God could 

teach through old and young alike. The spirit within him compelled him to speak up 

(32:18). 

            Elihu was frustrated by Job’s claims of being guiltless (33:9) and claiming that 

God does not speak (33:13). Elihu knew God spoke all the time in a variety of ways 

(33:14). He was keenly aware that God could speak through dreams and through 

prayer. When a man was able to see the righteousness of God and the judgment that 

man truly deserved in comparison, he would tell others he did not get what he deserved 

(33:27). 

            Elihu was frustrated at the friends because they did not convince Job, and he 

was frustrated with Job because Job believed God was not willing to speak. “It is 

unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the Almighty would pervert justice” (34:12). 

No one had concluded this. 



            Pray for patience to listen, boldness to speak, and wisdom to use the right 

words. 

Friday, January 24, 2020—Job 28-31 

            Job needs answers. His friends have offered their own ideas, but they have not 

been satisfying. Job has come to realize God is doing something unusual. Like mining 

for precious metals and expensive jewels, learning God’s ways requires the investment 

of time and effort. Wisdom is available, but it will not come quickly or cheaply (28:1-28). 

Wisdom comes from fearing the Lord and shunning evil. 

            Job’s friends, in their frustration and searching for answers, accused Job of 

harboring some kind of evil. In reflecting on his life, Job claimed to have lived 

righteously and justly (29:14). He had been sight for the blind and rescue for the needy. 

He longed to return to those days when he felt blessed and was able to be a blessing. 

How long he had been suffering so intensely is unclear. It may have only been a little 

more than a week, but the suffering made his days of abundance seem a lifetime away. 

            Because he is visibly weakened, Job has become a target for unrighteous men. 

They would formerly have kept their distance, but now they throw off restraint (30:11). 

Still, Job will not allow the suffering to be an excuse for seeking pleasure (31:1). God 

continues to see Him and measure Job’s life by God’s righteousness (31:4). Job wants 

to be a man of kindness, justice, and righteousness. God has to intervene. 

            Every day, do the hard work to gain wisdom. Pray for an awareness of the 

greatness of God and His calling to you to be a blessing. 

Thursday, January 23, 2020—Job 25-27 

            In The Message, Eugene Peterson translates Psalm 46:10 this way: “Step out of 

the traffic! Take a long, loving look at me, your High God, above politics, above 

everything.” Bildad had never read that Psalm, but he did that very thing. He saw the 

majesty of God and wondered, “How then can a man be righteous before God?” (25:4). 

            Job had pondered the same mystery before (see Job 12, for instance). Job then 

echoed Bildad’s description of God’s power with one of his own (26:6-14). These friends 

continued to pit themselves against one another in their discussion, but they were finally 

finding common ground in God. Job was fully aware of his feebleness before God. 

            This was precisely why he needed comfort from his friends, and they were 

providing none (26:1-5). Job said he would never speak wickedly, but he would also not 

change his story about himself. It seemed as if God were denying him justice (27:2), 

treating him like one of the godless. He needed his friends to suffer with him, not accuse 

him of wrong (27:12). 

            While believers are wise to remind one another of the greatness of God when 

they gather, they cannot forget to minister to one another. The struggles of life can drain 

the joy and peace of the Spirit, so God has given His people time together for rejoicing 

in Him and renewal of the soul. Pray for your church family to be equally effective in 

worship of the God who deserves it and comforting to the people who need it. 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020—Job 21-24 

            Job asked his friends to comfort him by listening to him (21:2). He felt they had 

not done that thus far. He wondered why he suffered so greatly when there were people 



that he and his friends knew were wicked who were prospering in life. God remained in 

control, so maybe they needed to rethink their view of how He punished and rewarded. 

            Because they weren’t considering how God might be working differently than 

anticipated, Job’s friends were of no consolation (21:34). They simply spouted 

nonsense. Eliphaz confirmed Job’s observation by responding to Job with more rebuke 

and a list of the times Job hurt others and failed to be a good man (22:1-9). He pleaded 

with Job to return to God so that he could be restored (22:23). 

            Job once again told his friends he was truly seeking God. He had not wandered 

away or forsaken His commands. He simply could not understand what God was doing 

and wanted desperately to know. “I have treasured the words of his mouth more than 

my daily bread” (23:12b). He was convinced that God remained in authority and able to 

condemn the wicked and judge with righteousness (24:22-24). He could not, however, 

figure out what God was doing with him personally. 

            When people are hurting, they need someone to listen and offer hope. The Lord 

is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit (Psalm 34:18). 

Pray for wisdom to point people to hope and holiness in Jesus. 


