
Monday, September 23, 2019—Ezekiel 40-42 

            Fourteen years after the Temple was destroyed by the Babylonian army, 

God took Ezekiel in a vision to Israel and showed him a restored Temple. In each 

section of the building, the man in this vision took measurements, and they were all 

large and consistent (40:1-43). God wants His people to pay attention to the details 

in their quest for holiness. The rooms for the priests allowed for maintenance and 

ministry—caring for the holiness of the building while ministering to God Himself 

(40:44-46). 

            What God has in mind for Himself and His people is beyond anything His 

people could ask or imagine. He wants to receive worship because He is worthy. 

He wants His people to live in holiness and to honor Him with their lips and their 

lives because that is the reason He has made them. Jerusalem may have lain in 

ruins, but God remained worthy of worship, and His people remained capable of 

worshiping Him. There was coming a day when He would restore this place and its 

function to size (42:20) and glory like never before. 

            The priests who ministered before Him would dress in unique clothing, 

made only for being in His presence. When they finished their task in the Holy 

Place, they would change into different clothing for interacting with the public 

(42:13-14). The future was uncertain, but God would remain holy, and His people 

would continue to worship Him in holiness. 

            Thank God for the privilege of worshiping Him. Pray for a daily awareness 

of His call to holiness, being separate from the world. 

Sunday, September 22, 2019—Ezekiel 37-39 

            The work of God is nothing short of miraculous. Speaking the world into 

existence is not normal. Putting on flesh so that God can become man is not 

ordinary. Adopting an outright rebel so he can become an heir to the kingdom is 

ludicrous, yet all these things and more God has done and continues to do. 

            God took Ezekiel in a vision to a valley filled with dry bones (37:1-14), and 

he showed Ezekiel something remarkable. He assembled those bones into bodies, 

put connective tissue and flesh on them, and he sent His Spirit to breathe life into 



them. This was the visible illustration of the promise He had given in Ezekiel 36 of 

a new heart and His Spirit. What He was going to do was unprecedented and 

unmistakable. 

            Repeatedly, God made the promise of reuniting His people with their 

homeland (37:15-30). He wanted them to know what the future held because they 

were going to go through a difficult time over the next generation. In the hard 

times, He was God (38:1-23). In the blessings, He was God. They could rest on 

that certainty no matter their circumstances. 

            God was working a master plan only He could see and accomplish. “That 

day of judgment will come, says the Sovereign Lord. Everything will happen just as 

I have declared it” (39:8). Despite the chaos that seems to fill the lives of His 

people, God remains in control and active. 

            Praise God for His supernatural ability to save and transform. 

Saturday, September 21, 2019—Ezekiel 34-36 

            History has told the story of countless leaders who led their people into 

destruction. While the people suffered, these leaders lived in opulent palaces and 

ate the richest of foods. The people carried the country by the work of their hands 

and the sweat of their brow, and the selfish leaders reaped the benefits. Leaders 

can easily drift into selfishness. 

            God accused the shepherds of Israel of this very sin. They didn’t feed the 

flock, care for the weak, or search for the lost. They were happy to benefit from the 

people but did nothing to benefit them. The fall of Israel had a direct connection to 

the failure of its spiritual leaders. 

            The solution was for God to be the shepherd (34:12) and to send His 

servant to be a prince among them (34:24). Around 600 years before Jesus, God 

was telling them about Jesus. He would be their source of life and hope. They 

once again would know they were God’s people (34:31). 

            His immediate protection as Shepherd would be theirs as well. He would 

punish Edom for their arrogance (35:13) and their rejoicing over Israel’s suffering. 

Pride never leads to a comfortable conclusion. 



            From utter desolation, God was going to restore His people and their 

homeland. “Then you will know that I am the Lord” (36:11). He is always at work so 

everyone will know His true identity and worth. He transforms our hearts so we can 

know and obey Him (36:26-27). 

            Praise God for being the Good Shepherd, worthy of worship. 

Friday, September 20, 2019—Ezekiel 31-33 

            Like all His other prophets, God was using Ezekiel to tell his message. 

Sometimes, Ezekiel was speaking directly from God to his listeners. Oftentimes, 

however, Ezekiel was speaking to leaders far away. Ezekiel was in Babylon, yet 

God had him speak to Pharaoh (31:2) just as he had to the leaders of Tyre, Sidon, 

Ammon, Moab, and others. 

            Why would God do this? Was Ezekiel going to see these men and hand 

them a scroll or speak judgment over them? Neither of these was going to 

transpire. God was giving Ezekiel truth about the future so he could write it down 

and share it with his audience. The future would show God’s truthfulness and 

power. His people could, therefore, be confident in the present that God was fully 

aware of who was righteous and unrighteous. He was working to bring justice as 

He promised. 

            Ezekiel was to mourn for Pharaoh (32:2). Egypt had been given so much 

blessing from God, but they had wasted it on worshiping themselves. Like Israel, 

Egypt would suffer the consequences. The remarkable difference was that Egypt 

was a large country with massive resources. Israel had never been powerful. Both 

were nothing compared to God. 

            Like a watchman on the wall, Ezekiel was to warn the people of coming 

danger. Repentance was still possible. Though in captivity, they were not without 

hope. Many saw Ezekiel simply as entertaining and had no intention of changing 

(33:32), but when his words came true, they would know God had spoken, and 

they had rebelled. 

            Praise God for giving His truth clearly and abundantly. 

Thursday, September 19, 2019—Ezekiel 28-30 



            God is. He always has been. He always will be. God is. His will gave 

existence to humans. When any human begins to think so proudly of himself as 

God, he makes at least two grave mistakes: 1) he robs God of the glory only He 

deserves, and 2) he robs himself and others of the value and identity they can only 

have if God remains God. 

            The king of Tyre made this mistake. “I am a  god!” he said (28:2). All have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, but some in their sin boldly try to take that 

glory they so spectacularly missed. Sin is deceptive and ironic. Satan is incredibly 

efficient at what he does, and the world and the flesh readily cooperate to make 

falling short a common condition. 

            God was going to bring judgment on Tyre, Sidon, and Egypt because they 

all had sin, but He was also sending a message to His people. They had trusted in 

Egypt, and Egypt had failed them. He wanted them to see how sinful they had 

been in trusting a foreign leader (29:16). He alone was the I Am, so He alone 

deserved their worship and allegiance. 

            In his wisdom, God uses other earthly powers to humble the prideful. 

Babylon would humble Egypt (30:1-26), and the Medes and Persians would 

humble Babylon. Earthly powers come and go, but God remains all wise and all 

powerful. Only He is worthy of praise. 

            Thank God today for existing and giving purpose and hope. 

Wednesday, September 18, 2019—Ezekiel 25-27 

            Lot was the nephew of Abraham. He had a front-row seat for the wonder of 

God’s working in Abraham’s life. He saw God call Abraham, bless Abraham, and 

fulfill His promises to Abraham. Later in life, Job had two sons—Ammon and Moab 

(see Genesis 19). 

            Lot might have told his sons the wondrous stories of God’s power and 

provision for Abraham’s descendants. If not, Ammon and Moab and their 

descendants lived closely enough to Israel that they should have known without 

any hesitation the special nature of God’s people. The Ammonites and Moabites, 

however, celebrated when Judah fell to the Babylonians, so God said He would 



bring destruction on these two nations (25:1-11). Likewise, Edom, the descendants 

of Israel’s brother, Esau, would face a similar fate for avenging themselves against 

Israel (25:12-14). 

            Israel's neighbors were not simply setting a grudge. All of these actions 

communicated to God that these nations thought little of Him. God, therefore, 

would show His true power so that they would know that He truly was the Great I 

Am. 

            Those from Tyre and Philistia had no family connection to Israel, but they 

would pay as well for their contempt for Israel and their rejoicing over its fall. Their 

pride was their weakness, and God would expose it. Babylon would bring them to 

their knees (26:1-21). 

            Ezekiel would not make the same mistake as Tyre. Rather than gloating, 

he sang a funeral song over the city (27:2). Ask God to give you a burden for those 

perishing without Him. Share the good news of Jesus. 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019—Ezekiel 22-24 

            Jesus called Himself the Son of Man. He wasn’t emphasizing His humanity, 

though He was fully human and able to identity with everyone in the human race. 

He was emphasizing His role as messenger from God. In Daniel and in Ezekiel, 

God called both of these prophets “son of man” and had strong words for His 

rebellious people through them. 

            Ezekiel was to expose the brokenness of Israel’s leaders. They were bent 

on consuming the people around them (22:6). They ignored families in need and 

neglected the stranger, widow, and orphan (22:7). They violated God’s standards 

for holiness (22:8). Like a refiner of metal, God was going to remove these 

worthless leaders as He purified His people and His land (22:17-22). None were 

worthy to rebuild Israel’s righteousness (22:30). 

            God likened the depravity of His people to prostitution. They were selling 

themselves to counterfeit lovers. The northern kingdom had fallen to Assyria 

because of their wickedness, yet the southern kingdom found Assyria attractive as 

a protector before finding Babylon attractive and then finding Egypt as a potential 



 

source of protection and provision. God’s people continually looked for Him in the 

form of human powers. 

            Their foolishness would turn against them. Babylon and Egypt would 

consume them. “You brought all this on yourself by prostituting yourself to other 

nations, defiling yourself with all their idols” (23:30). Ezekiel, the son of man, was 

to tell them of sin’s consequences (23:36-49). 

            Ezekiel bore a great burden because of his people’s sin (24:15-27). Jesus 

bore death itself. Praise God for His grace, mercy, and salvation.  


