
Thursday, June 3, 2021—Proverbs 8-11 

            “But wait! There’s more!” For years, infomercials have used those two sentences 

to catch the attention and increase the desire of listeners and viewers. The promoter 

has a product the customer needs, and to sweeten the deal, he’ll offer other things of 

great value as well. “Don’t pass this up!” 

            Proverbs calls out to the reader to pay attention and to embrace the truth. 

Wisdom is of highest value. Wisdom is greater than precious metals and expensive 

jewels (8:10-11). Wisdom paves the way for people of power to be in position. Wisdom 

was with God before He created anything (8:22-30). Gaining wisdom provides a 

treasure like no other. 

            To gain wisdom requires time, patience, and intentionality. Wisdom comes by 

seeking her daily at the gate (8:34). Wisdom comes from listening and filtering out the 

seductive, similar sounds of folly (9:13-18). Both wisdom and folly promise to provide 

information, change lives, and bring satisfaction. Wisdom requires more work but truly 

leads to life (10:16-17). Folly offers shortcuts but never fulfills its promises and leads to 

death. 

            The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (9:10) and enriches life (10:27). 

This wisdom benefits the one who gains it, and the lips of the righteous enrich those 

around them (10:21). In the end, wisdom guides the righteous, even to the day of 

judgment. Folly and the greatest of riches will be of no benefit when standing before 

God (11:3-4). 

            Praise God for the gift and the benefits of wisdom. Seek His wisdom every day. 

Pray for ways to share it with others. 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021—Proverbs 1-3 

            To be wise is a valuable asset for anyone—young or old, rich or poor, educated 

or simple. Being wise enriches those with wisdom and all those who interact with them. 

Solomon recorded a book of proverbs so others could learn what God taught him. The 

wisest man ever said living in proper reverence of God is the first step on the path to 

wisdom (1:7). 

            Solomon knew that wisdom and foolishness were calling out each day. Both 

were choices his son could make, and he wanted him to choose wisely. The path of 

foolishness seems easier and more attractive, yet it is the way of destruction. Whoever 

listens to wisdom will live in safety and be at ease without fear of harm (1:33). 

            Seeking wisdom is similar to searching for treasure. This requires effort and 

time, but the investment pays off handsomely. God stores up success for the righteous 

and is shield for those who live with integrity (2:7). The more one walks in discipline the 

more one will delight in the Lord and his ways. In the end, the wise will flourish, but the 

foolish with perish. 

            Those walking in wisdom will find that God corrects them and disciplines them 

like a loving father (3:12). This is so He can align them with His ways and plans and 

give them the abundance for which He has designed them. When they trust Him, He will 

direct their lives (3:5-6). 

            God mocks the foolish but gives grace to the humble (3:34) Pray for a life filled 



with and directed by His wisdom. 

Monday, May 31, 2021—1 Kings 1-4 

            All good things must come to an end. The reign of David over Israel could not 

last forever, so he and the people had to consider how to move forward once his earthly 

life was over. His son Adonijah decided he himself should be king and began 

preparations for the coronation, but several others took exception to this, including King 

David himself. 

            The transition from Saul to David had been difficult, but God made clear His 

anointing of David and His plan for his leadership. Now, for the first time, there was 

transition from a king remaining in God’s favor to the next one who would serve Him. 

David appointed Solomon the new king, as he had promised years earlier, and he made 

the public aware of this plan. Under his father’s direction, Solomon removed from the 

kingdom some men with wicked hearts and selfish intentions, so the kingdom was firmly 

established with Solomon as the new king. 

            Solomon was not perfect, but he did begin his reign with worship, with a large 

number of sacrifices and verbal recognition of the power and grace of God. Solomon 

humbly asked for God’s wisdom to lead His people (3:9). God was so pleased with 

Solomon’s request that He promised to give him wisdom along with riches, long life, and 

security. Solomon became known far and wide for his wisdom, and the nation 

flourished. 

            Thank God for the gift of wisdom. Pray for a mind continually learning and 

sharing that wisdom. Prepare the next generation to walk in it. 

Sunday, May 30, 2021—Psalms 148-150 

            Athletes don’t always “feel” like working out. Those wanting to improve their 

health don’t always “want” to choose fruit and fiber instead of donuts. Parents, coaches, 

and teachers know that you can act your way into feeling far more quickly than you can 

feel your way into acting. Commands to act on what is right lead to feelings of pleasure 

in having done what was right. If you wait to “feel” like exercising, you likely won’t. 

            The Psalmist called on God’s people to praise Him. Repeatedly in the last three 

psalms, he calls on them to lift up praise to the Great I Am. There are plenty of times 

when God’s people won’t “feel” like praising Him. Relationships are difficult. Health is 

poor. Money is tight, and the future is uncertain. Regardless of circumstances, God 

deserves the praise of His people. When they obey the command, they will often find 

that their countenance has changed and their spirit has lifted because of praise. 

            Circumstances may not have changed, but perspective has. He spoke all things 

into being (148:5), so He can handle whatever is happening in life. His majesty covers 

the whole earth, so everyone, great and small, is under His watch and care. He takes 

pleasure in His people and crowns the humble with salvation (149:4), so they can trust 

Him in all things. 

            Praise Him with His gathered saints. Praise Him in daily life. Praise Him with the 

voice and with musical instruments. Praise Him and watch how obeying the command 

leads to the desire to praise Him even more. 

Saturday, May 29, 2021—Psalms 145-147 



            Graduation season stirs emotions. Joy, relief, sadness, excitement, and more 

flow through students, family, teachers, and faculty alike. One of the realities of the 

season is moving on. “Graduation” implies advancement to the next stage. Whether to 

another educational endeavor or into the work force, students have applied for what 

comes next and often have requested letters or listed contacts who can speak to their 

character. 

            Psalm 145 reads like a reference letter as David celebrates so many good 

things about God. He inspires. He works powerfully. He is gracious, compassionate, 

slow to anger, and abounding in love. His people and His creation bless Him. He helps 

those who fall and raises up those who are oppressed. He is near to all who call on 

Him, fulfills the desires of those who fear Him, guards those who love Him, and destroys 

the wicked. His people in the present and the future praise His name. 

            Reference letters encourage the reader to accept the student, award the 

scholarship, or hire the worker. There is the promise of good that will come from 

connecting with the subject of the letter. Imagine, then, the good that comes from 

knowing God. “Happy is the one whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord his God” (146:5). He frees, heals, restores, and protects. He reigns forever and 

evokes praise from His own. 

            “The Lord values those who fear him, those who put their hope in his faithful 

love” (147:11). Know Him, and praise Him in song and in word. 

Friday, May 28, 2021—Psalms 142-144 

            Children tend to develop a fondness for a hero—some “big person” that 

fascinates them. They dress and act like their heroes. They read and want to know 

more about this one that is so special. 

            The Psalmist would gladly tell anyone about the true Hero. God was his source 

of mercy, protection, and deliverance (144:2). His soul thirsted after God Himself. He 

was the only One who listened to his cries, defended him, and provided hope (142:1-7). 

He wanted to know Him, so he asked God to teach him the way he should go (143:8-

11). This wasn’t automatic. He had to choose discipline, and God graciously had to act. 

            For God to acknowledge mankind and hear the prayers of His people is a mind-

boggling thought (144:3). Like a superstar athlete signing an autograph or a best-selling 

author taking a moment with a fan, the interaction between God and man is life-

affirming. There is nothing about man that God needs. God simply wants the 

relationship. 

            Having that relationship changes people. Knowing One so pure and righteous 

causes His people to want more of Him and less of the world. His disciples call on Him 

to rid the world of evil and to bring flourishing to the world. Happy are those who God is 

Yahweh (144:15). 

            Consider the character of God. Compare His righteousness and faithfulness with 

your own. Be amazed that He loves and cares for you. Thank Him for rescuing and 

listening to you. Live with Him as hero. 


