
Monday, October 14, 2019—Malachi 1-4 

            The style on the mannequin in the window rarely looks as good on the actual 

person. The storefronts in the set for the TV show have nothing behind them. 

Appearances are no guarantee of authenticity. 

            The exiles had returned to Jerusalem and, the wall and the Temple were 

restored. Daily sacrifices were once again on the altar, yet God remained troubled. 

Through Malachi He told the people they were going through the motions but not 

actually worshiping. They were bringing second-rate sacrifices and dishonoring God. He 

wished they would close the doors and stop the process altogether (1:10). He was 

worth far more. 

            He made a covenant with His people to bring life and peace (2:5), but He could 

not provide either if they were not surrendered to Him. The people wondered why God 

did not honor their efforts (2:13-14). They were not honoring Him. In the same way 

many of them were not honoring their wedding vows, they were not honoring Him as 

their only God. Their hearts remained in need of radical transformation. 

            God said He would send His messenger who would prepare the way for this 

renovation of their hearts and lives (3:1-6). There remained great sin and stumbling that 

only God could change in them (3:6-15). His prophet would preach the good news of 

the Kingdom and turn the hearts of the people back to God and the love of the family 

back to each other. 

            Ask God to shape your heart continually so that you are one worthy of His scroll 

of remembrance (3:16), those who fear Him and love to think about Him. 

Sunday, October 13, 2019—Nehemiah 10-13 

            God calls people to individual faith expressed in a community of believers. No 

one comes to faith in Jesus because his parents were believers or because he goes to 

church regularly. Each person is saved because of faith, and each person is called to 

live in the Body. 

            Israel demonstrated this. “They solemnly promised to carefully follow all the 

commands, laws, and regulations of the Lord their Lord” (10:29b). This was not 

something they took lightly. They bound themselves with intentionality and passion. 

They made the choice individually yet expressed it corporately. God had called them to 



community, and they made a covenant to live in God-honoring ways together (10:30-

39). 

            The nation chose one-tenth of the people to live in Jerusalem (11:1). Living 

there was dangerous because their rebuilding the wall and the Temple had stirred the 

anger of the surrounding enemies, yet living there was a testimony to God’s worthiness 

and a testimony to their public commitment to honor Him with their lives (10:30-39). 

            When the people came together to dedicate themselves and the wall, there was 

great joy (12:43). Their celebration could be heard far away. Those who disagreed with 

them or hated them could not deny the power of their faith and the joy in their 

community. 

            Despite their public commitment, the people drifted from discipline. Nehemiah 

had to call the people to repentance (13:1-31). Pray for God to stir fresh faith in yourself 

and all those in your church. Pray for discipline to fulfill His calling individually and 

corporately. 

Saturday, October 12, 2019—Nehemiah 7-9 

            Israel had fallen into sin because they did not live with discipline, giving attention 

to God’s character and demands. Their sin led to their punishment and exile. In 

reestablishing themselves, the last thing they would want to do is drift into the same sin 

of carelessness. 

            Nehemiah, therefore, looked carefully at the genealogical records of the people. 

He wanted to make sure that those who were leading the people were those actually 

called by God as members of the tribe of Levi and clan of Aaron. They wanted to honor 

Him through obedience. 

            Ezra then stood before the people to read, and “all the people paid close 

attention to the Book of the Law” (8:3b). A group of men interpreted what he was 

reading and instructed the people as to what it meant (8:8). The people realized how 

different they were compared to the expectation of God, and they wept. Ezra and 

Nehemiah encouraged the people to celebrate because the joy of the Lord was their 

strength (8:10). They indeed were sinful, yet with God they could become all He had 

promised. 

            Understanding God’s word brought conviction, yet this truth also brought 



gladness. In hearing the word, they gained a fuller understanding of His character, 

faithfulness, and goodness. This was worth celebration. 

            Consider the ways God has worked in your life. Thank Him for His holiness and 

generosity. Admit the sin that separates you from Him and His ideals, and celebrate the 

way Jesus forgives and reconnects you to Him. 

Friday, October 11, 2019—Nehemiah 4-6 

            Prayer is not simply giving God a list of needs or an update on information. He 

knows all. Prayer provides expression and evaluation. Prayer allows the people of God 

to communicate with God—sharing deep needs and emotions and receiving instruction 

and encouragement. 

            Nehemiah relied heavily on prayer as he led the people to restore the wall 

around Jerusalem. When Sanballat and Tobiah mocked the Jews for taking on the task, 

Nehemiah cried out to God to punish these evil men and pour their scorn back on top of 

them (4:4-5). This was not an eloquent expression but a raw appeal to God to make 

things right. Nehemiah rallied the people, reminding them not to look at the enemy that 

discouraged them but the Lord, who was great and glorious (4:14). 

            The work was physically taxing, and the people faced financial and emotional 

difficulty in doing and being what God deserved them to be. Nehemiah called on the 

wealthy to be more gracious to the oppressed, and he himself sacrificed to care for 

many in need. Becoming the people God desires and deserves requires community 

effort and accountability (5:1-18). 

            When God works to do something remarkable, His enemies will continually look 

for ways to discredit or disrupt the work. Nehemiah continually faced threat and 

intimidation, but he persisted in prayer and obedience, and the people succeeded, 

bringing glory to God (6:16). 

            Thank God for the privilege of prayer and the power that comes from worshiping 

Him, listening to Him, and obeying Him. 

Thursday, October 10, 2019—Nehemiah 1-3 

            When a toddler has a fit in public, there is at the moment a disconnect between 

the toddler and the rest of society. The parents know the toddler is wrong. Everyone 

watching knows the toddler needs maturity and patience. Only the toddler thinks he is 



right and deserves pleasure. 

            Those God uses quite often have a keen awareness, unlike the aforementioned 

toddler, of being sinful and undeserving. Nehemiah was such a man. When he heard of 

the true condition of Jerusalem in which the returning exiles found it, he wept, mourned, 

fasted, and prayed (1:4). He praised God for His worthiness and asked for God’s hand 

to restore His repentant people as He had promised to Moses (1:9). He then asked for 

God’s favor in speaking to the king and seeking to bring glory to God. 

            Then, Nehemiah asked the king for permission to go home and rebuild, and he 

boldly asked for the king’s influence and resources to make it happen. God’s grace 

allowed this to happen (2:8). This did not make the process effortless, however, as 

Nehemiah would face opposition from local hoodlums (2:10). Nonetheless, he pressed 

forward and garnered help. 

            The work began and progressed rapidly because Nehemiah didn’t try to do the 

work himself. God had given him the passion, and Nehemiah called others alongside. 

People from near and far took responsibility for sections of the wall. People of various 

social stages worked side-by-side to give Jerusalem its identifying and protecting 

feature for the world to see. 

            Praise God for working in repentant people for His glory. 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019—Ezra 8-10 

            The church family is a body. Each member has a function, and each member 

belongs to all the others. (See Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12 for fuller description.) 

God birthed this idea within Israel itself. Each family was part of a tribe, and each tribe 

had a parcel of land over which they had responsibility to themselves and the nation as 

a whole. 

            When Ezra left for Israel, he documented the families and leaders so they would 

know where each family belonged. In the process, he realized there were no Levites 

(8:15). Who would do the work of the Temple while the rest did their work in the land? 

Ezra requested that some Levites come with them, and then they fasted and prayed for 

God’s protection (8:23). 

            When they arrived in Jerusalem, they rested for three days. Then, they offered 

sacrifices to worship God for His faithfulness, and they delivered the orders from the 



king. Their pattern provides a useful pathway for daily obedience and weekly Sabbath—

rest, worship, and work. 

            Once Ezra began to minister, he heard of the spiritual drift of his people. The 

people had adopted the pagan practices of the cultures around them and had married 

women from these foreign nations. Some of the Jewish leaders were the worst 

offenders (9:1-2). Ezra made public confession of their willful sin despite the amazing 

providence of God. Having been convicted of their sin, the leaders publicly confessed 

and repented, asking Ezra for instruction on how to obey (10:1-5). 

            Pray for repentance from sin and obedience in the body. 

Tuesday, October 8, 2019—Ezra 5-7 

            God is sovereign. In His timing, His plans will succeed. His people need only 

remain faithful to Him despite setbacks and hurdles. 

            When Cyrus the Mede conquered Babylon, he sent many Jewish exiles home 

with instruction and funding to rebuild the Temple. That work had begun (Ezra 1-4) but 

faced opposition and was halted. Prophets Haggai and Zechariah urged the people to 

get back to work, so the people obeyed (5:1-2). Because God always has enemies 

lurking about, there was opposition once again. The people wisely noted the demand of 

Cyrus to rebuild, and the governor asked for King Darius to search the records. 

            Darius sent a letter in reply that said the people were indeed to rebuild, so there 

was to be no delay. In fact, Darius demanded that kingdom taxes be used and that the 

governor provide animals for sacrifice. "Then they will be able to offer acceptable 

sacrifices to the God of heaven and pray for me and my sons” (6:10). This pagan king 

knew the value of content constituents who would seek the favor of the Sovereign Lord. 

            Some years later, King Artaxerxes sent another contingent of exiles back home, 

and Ezra came with them. He determined to study the Law, obey it, and teach it to 

those who were living in Israel for the first time (7:10). They needed instruction to be 

faithful to God’s calling. Even Artaxerxes knew the necessity of obedience to God (7:23-

26). 

            Praise God for His power. Obey Him to celebrate His faithfulness.  

 


