
Tuesday, February 25, 2020—Numbers 28-30 

            God established a rhythm in the lives of His people so they would think of Him 

regularly and worship Him thoughtfully. Every morning began with a sacrifice. Every 

evening ended with a sacrifice. He was the first and the last. Every Sabbath began and 

ended with these sacrifices, but the remainder of the day was devoted totally to Him 

(28:1-10). 

            The Jews lived by the cycles of the moon, so every new moon represented a 

new month and new opportunities to know and honor Yahweh. They began each month 

with a set of sacrifices to proclaim their devotion to Him and their need for His 

forgiveness (28:11-15). In addition, three times each year, the people would gather for 

special celebrations of God’s faithfulness (28:16-29:40). The people would offer their 

daily sacrifices in addition to specific sacrifices related to the seasonal event. 

            The Passover remembered God’s work to free the people from slavery in Egypt. 

The Feast of Weeks occurred about seven weeks after Passover and celebrated the 

first ingathering of the grain crops and the faithfulness of God to provide for His people. 

In the seventh month, the people reveled on the first day, repented on the tenth day, 

and remembered for a week beginning on the fifteenth day. These gatherings required 

sacrifice from the people, but they were sacrifices of humility, gratitude, and joy as they 

reflected on the greatness of Yahweh and knowing Him. 

            As God cared for Israel, its men were to care for their women (30:1-16). Praise 

God for the ways He has provided for and cared for you. Pray for a life that revolves in 

rhythm around Him. 

Monday, February 24, 2020—Numbers 25-27 

            Balak, the king of Moab, asked Balaam to curse the people of God. Balaam 

could not conjure up this evil because God would not allow it. Instead, the people of 

God sabotaged themselves. They cursed themselves through sexual immorality and 

idolatry with Moabite women (25:1-3). Making matters worse, an Israelite man married 

one of these woman and brought her to his family while the nation was mourning their 

compromise. 

            Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron, brought this curse to an end with a decisive 

action against this sin. From the outside looking in, his actions may seem too violent or 

a breach of justice. The people of God, however, had made a covenant with God and 

one another to remain holy in their relationship with God. The immorality, idolatry, and 

compromise were the very things they promised one another to avoid and eradicate. 

            Though they were sinful, this couple was nonetheless made in the image of 

God. They were God’s handiwork, and Numbers tells us their names—Zimri and Cozbi. 

Each person has the potential to live in God’s holiness and find usefulness in His 

Kingdom or to live in sinful choices that ultimately bring death to self and harm to others. 

Every life matters. 

            The value of each person led to another census. Some of the tribes had grown 

while others had decreased (26:1-65), and their size would dictate the amount of land 

they would need in the Promised Land. God even taught them to value women in a way 

no culture ever had (27:1-11). 



            Thank God for the holiness and value He brings to your life. 

Sunday, February 23, 2020—Numbers 21-24 

            Nearing the Promised Land, Israel encountered external opposition. Edom 

would not allow them to pass through (see Numbers 20:14-21), and the people of Arad 

attacked them without provocation (21:1). Israel prayed for God’s protection and 

provision as they defended themselves, and God gave them success against this 

enemy. 

            Israel’s biggest enemy remained themselves. They complained about their 

journey, conditions, food, and leadership, and they faced deadly consequences 

because of their sin (21:4-9). Rather than simply removing the consequences of their 

sin, God gave them a symbol of their sin that would be their hope for salvation. Jesus 

said in John 3 that just as Moses lifted up the snake so Israel would not die, He, too, 

would be lifted up—the symbol of man’s sin and death—to bring life to those who 

believed in Him. 

            The people were going to spend a generation living outside the Promised Land, 

and God remained gracious to them despite their rebellion and consequences. He 

provided significant victories over Sihon and Og, and the other nations took notice. 

Balak, king of Moab, decided to try spiritual powers against Israel before using military 

might, so he summoned Balaam and asked him to prophesy against Israel (22:3). Three 

times, Balaam made clear he could not curse what God had blessed. 

            Israel was a wandering band of people with no home, yet their identity and 

security were in Yahweh, and the nations took notice. Praise God for the identity and 

security He gives to those who follow Jesus. 

Saturday, February 22, 2020—Numbers 18-20 

            When the Holy Spirit redeems a soul, He gives that new believer a gift that 

blesses the recipient and helps build the broader body of believers. God set this pattern 

when He organized Israel in the desert. Each tribe had a specific place to camp around 

the Tabernacle and a role to play in defense. The tribe of Levi, however, was to camp 

closest to and do the work of tending the Tabernacle. In the Levitical tribe, the family of 

Aaron was to fulfill the specific role of priests. This was God’s gift to them (18:7). No one 

else had this unique privilege of connecting God with man. 

            Furthermore, God provided for the Levites through the offerings and sacrifices of 

the people (18:8-24), and like the rest of the nation, they tithed what they received 

(18:25-32). They gave the best back to God in recognition of His great grace and His 

ownership of all things. 

            Death is unavoidable. Death was especially problematic for Israel as it brought 

ceremonial defilement and potential health consequences for the living. God gave an 

unusual prescription for cleansing from death—using the ashes from a red heifer 

sacrificed outside the city (19:1-22). God was foreshadowing the death of Jesus, the 

most holy of sacrifices, on Calvary (outside the city) to remove the stain of death. 

            Like the rock (20:1-13), Jesus was struck so we can have life. Like the heifer, He 

provides cleansing from death. Like the priests, we have the gift of His calling. Praise 

God for the work and gift of Jesus. 



Friday, February 21, 2020—Numbers 15-17 

            God wants His people to be in communion with Him. He has made them for 

relationship, so when they came to Him in their new home, He wanted their interactions 

to be a reminder of that. When they brought an offering, for whatever reason (15:3), 

whether celebration or confession, they were to accompany the offering with bread and 

wine (15:1-12). They were, in effect, bringing a meal to Yahweh. The animal, grain, and 

drink offerings signified the communion between God and man. 

            The Law helped them recover from their unintentional sin (15:22-29), but if 

anyone sinned intentionally, his defiance was testimony of his guilt. He needed to be cut 

off from the people (15:30-36) because he was overtly declaring his opposition to God 

and His Law. He had no desire to be in communion with Yahweh, so the people were to 

make that so. 

            When Korah, Dathan, and Abiram rebelled, these men openly questioned 

Moses’ and Aaron’s roles and, in doing so, questioned God’s wisdom and plan. God 

Himself had to address the sin. Still, the people blamed Moses and Aaron (16:41) for 

the punishment, so Moses and Aaron  acted in mercy and grace to bring restoration to 

the nation. 

            God made a visible display for the people—causing Aaron’s staff to bud—to 

show the people once again that Aaron was His chosen leader. The people cried in 

terror (17:12) realizing the severity of their guilt, yet God already extending grace, giving 

them the sign in the first place. 

            Praise God for being able to know Him and for spiritual leaders who enrich that 

communion. 

Thursday, February 20, 2020—Numbers 11-14 

            There is this mistaken notion that following the Lord will lead to comfort. God 

never promised an easy life. He has called His people to holiness. To be sure, God 

does promise provision and abundance because He wants His people to bless the 

nations. He does not mean the journey will be easy. Israel learned this early in the 

desert. 

            “Now the people complained about their hardships,” and the anger of the Lord 

was aroused (11:1). Their complaints were an expression of their lack of faith. God is 

not disturbed when we come to Him with our struggles and hurts. What He cannot allow 

is a lack of faith from people who have promised to place their faith in Him. His people 

have to trust Him no matter the circumstances. 

            Moses himself struggled to understand what God was doing when He promised 

to provide meat. God asked, “Is the Lord’s arm too short?” (11:23). Miriam and Aaron 

began to grumble and doubt, and God disciplined them (12:1-15). God can do anything. 

Do you trust Him? 

            God was preparing the hearts of His people to take the greatest step of faith 

yet—taking the Promised Land. If they could not trust Him, they would not receive the 

abundance He promised. When the spies returned from their reconnaissance mission, 

10 were doubtful, and the nation rebelled (14:1-4). They chose to live in mediocrity and 

discomfort rather than in faith and abundance. God was neither pleased nor honored. 



            Ask God to give you the faith of Joshua and Caleb (14:5-9). Celebrate the power 

and hope that come from His presence. 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020—Numbers 7-10 

            Governments do not function without the provision of the people. The money 

does not simply appear out of thin air. Taxes and fees allow officials to protect and 

provide. 

            Similarly, the nation of Israel did not operate without the faithful giving and 

obedient service of the people. God did not generate the items for the Tabernacle by 

speaking them into existence. The people themselves gave of their personal 

possessions for the material, furnishings, and operation as well as for the offerings (7:1-

84). 

            When the people brought offerings to the Lord, they were recognition of their 

need for atonement as well as their gratitude for God’s grace. God, in turn, gave a gift to 

His people. The Levites were His gift to Aaron and his sons (8:19) to do the work of the 

Tent of Meeting. God had preserved the firstborn of His people during the Passover in 

Egypt, so the people continually dedicated their firstborn to Yahweh generation after 

generation. He, in turn, gave back. God is a giver, and the more His people give to Him, 

the more He returns to them for His glory and their good. 

            When Moses had a question, he came to God in prayer (9:1-14). God 

manifested His presence with the people with a cloud by day and fire by night (9:16). 

Where He stayed, the people stayed. When He moved, the people moved (10:11-35), 

and a trumpet blast set them in motion (10:1-10). God was with His people like no other 

god had ever been before. 

            Praise God for His presence, provision, and call to serve Him. 


