
Tuesday, June 9, 2020—Proverbs 29-31 

            The months of March-May 2020 were unlike any other three-month span. The 

COVID-19 crisis and the protests spurred by the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis 

stirred emotion, prompted important discussion, led to unprecedented actions, and 

highlighted needs on many levels. The weak and hurting needed someone to provide 

assistance. “The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such 

concern. Mockers stir up a city, but wise men turn away anger” (29:7-8). 

            Life continually presents challenges, so one can expect the unexpected. The 

difference lies in the response to the unexpected. Does it bring fear and frustration or 

courage and certainty? “Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trust in the 

Lord is kept safe” (29:25). 

            Proverbs 30 asks one of the most important questions in life. What is the name 

of the One who has made all things? Who is his Son? (30:4). In looking at the world, the 

writer recognized his limitations and the power and hope that would come from knowing 

the One who made it all. “Every word of God is pure; he is a shield for those who take 

refuge in him” (30:5). 

            Living under His shelter sends His people on a new path. They do not give in to 

selfish pleasure. They stand up for the vulnerable, poor, and needy (31:1-9). The 

woman who fears the Lord is celebrated by her husband, her family, and her community 

(31:10-31). 

            Praise God for the hope and purpose that come in walking with Jesus. Pray for 

His wisdom to saturate your heart and mind and pour out from your life as a blessing to 

others. 

Monday, June 8, 2020—Proverbs 25-28 

            Wisdom is a gift from God. Wisdom helps refine those who seek it and live by it. 

This refining enhances relationships between family and friends, improves 

environments at home and on the job, and knits together the details of life. Wisdom 

provides words at the right time and produces self-discipline, a pathway to prosperity. 

“Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-control” (25:28). 

            Wisdom helps the possessor know when to stay quiet and not give a fool any 

more attention than he needs and when to speak up to help the fool realize how foolish 

he truly is (26:4-5). Wisdom makes it evident when to engage in a discussion and when 

to know the quarrel is not his own (26:17). Wisdom separates the godly counselors from 

the meddling gossips. 

            As one becomes wise, he recognizes the value of discipline and rebuke. 

“Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses” (27:6). “As iron 

sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” (27:17). The wise seek wisdom and 

surround themselves with the wise. 

            Wisdom blesses the nation. Wise leaders maintain order. Wise leaders 

understand justice and protect the poor. Wise people keep the law and resist the wicked 

(28:1-4). “When the righteous triumph, there is great elation; but when the wicked rise to 

power, men go into hiding” (28:12). 

            “He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom is kept safe” 



(28:26). Pray for increasing wisdom and trust in God alone. 

Sunday, June 7, 2020—Proverbs 22-24 

            The way of wisdom is often not the way of the world. The world’s system has 

been infected by sin, so its conventions often are not leading to the long-term good. The 

world encourages putting self first, working harder than anyone else, and getting on top. 

God says, “Humility and the fear of the Lord bring wealth and honor and life” (22:4). 

Both promote success, but only one gives genuine results. “Do not wear yourself out to 

get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint” (23:4). 

            Success in the kingdom of God comes when people align themselves with His 

standards. He looks out for the vulnerable, and He enriches those who do the same. He 

brings flourishing to those who are humble before Him and worship Him, not to the 

proud and self-centered. 

            Wisdom moves a parent to discipline a child (22:6, 23:13-14). This is not an 

endorsement for abuse, of course. This is a recognition that parents have to discipline 

themselves in order to bring discipline into their children’s lives. The hard work brings 

dividends for parent and child. Discipline prevents myriad woes and frustrations (23:29-

35). 

            “Finish your outdoor work and get your fields ready; after that, build your house” 

(24:27). Some things have to be done first so there is time for them to produce fruit. 

Then, other things can be addressed. Wisdom provides direction, patience, and 

strength to do them all. 

            Praise God for the wisdom He gives through the indwelling Spirit and the written 

word. Live by His standards and for His glory. 

Saturday, June 6, 2020—Proverbs 19-21 

            Wisdom comes from God. He allows people the ability to choose their actions 

and make their plans, but He is the ultimate source and authority (19:21). His wisdom 

gives meaning and value to life. 

            Someone may have great passion about a cause, but it is not good to act 

zealously without knowledge (19:2). Those who are hasty often ruin things and then 

blame God for the travesty (19:3). In reality, God is a patient, loving Father who wants 

to enrich life and home (20:7, 11, 20). “The fear of the Lord leads to life; then one rests 

content, untouched by trouble” (19:23). His wisdom enhances relationships. 

            Wisdom creates an atmosphere of peace and calm. The 24-hour-news cycle 

provides plenty of time for pundits to share their viewpoint and promote its merits, and 

opposing views often lead to arguments and strife. “It is to a man’s honor to avoid strife, 

but every fool is quick to quarrel” (20:3). Very few are willing to listen to others while 

patiently defending their own positions. Wisdom is sorely needed. 

            “To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice” 

(21:3). God recognizes the confession of guilt and the removal of sin in sacrifice, but He 

would much rather have someone whose heart is aligned with him and who doesn’t 

stray into disobedience and need the sacrifice. Wisdom points to the path that avoids 

sin. 

            Victory and abundance rest with the Lord (21:31). Pray for His wisdom to 



become increasingly evident and pleasing so you walk in it. 

Friday, June 5, 2020—Proverbs 15-18 

            A tree produces fruit because of the nourishment from the roots. Likewise, a 

mouth shares words nourished by the state of the mind. “The tongue of the wise 

commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly” (15:2). Words have an 

impact on people: “. . . how good is a timely word (15:23b), but God notices them as 

well. “The Lord detests the sacrifices of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases 

him” (15:8). “A wise man’s heart guides his mouth . . .” (16:23). 

            Wisdom teaches that God is the ultimate authority. “The Lord works out 

everything for his own ends—even the wicked for a day of disaster” (16:4). “When a 

man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his enemies live at peace with 

him” (16:7). Wisdom is a treasure better than gold or silver (16:16). 

            Wisdom is a root that produces a wide variety of fruit. Its possessor is pleasing 

to the Lord and shares words that bring life. Wisdom also helps overcome conflict. “He 

who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates 

close friends” (17:9). “Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter 

before a dispute breaks out” (17:14). 

            “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe” 

(18:10). The foolish trust in their money, fame, ability, and more. Thank God for being 

the Root, who provides stability and wisdom. Pray for increasing trust and increasing 

understanding. 

Thursday, June 4, 2020—Proverbs 12-14 

            A young horse does not enjoy the process of being “broken.” The rider is heavy. 

The saddle is uncomfortable, and the bit is unyielding. In the end, however, the horse is 

just as strong as before, but all his strength is now directed toward usefulness for the 

master who will care for him. The horse and rider benefit when strength is under control. 

            Proverbs describes such meekness—strength under control. The one who hates 

this is shortsighted (12:1). Wickedness does not provide a foundation for life, but the 

righteous are not uprooted (12:3). The fool thinks all is well, but the wise person listens 

to others (12:15). “Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take 

advice” (13:10). 

            Strength under control pleases the Lord and enriches the person. “He who 

guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin” (13:3). “The 

Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful” (12:22). Those who walk 

with the wise grow wise (13:20), and God satisfies the righteous while the wicked 

remain hungry (13:25). 

            Meekness changes a person’s attitude. “The mocker seeks wisdom and finds 

none, but knowledge comes easily to the discerning” (14:6). The mocker is cynical and 

self-promoting, so wisdom eludes him. God pours it out on the ones who are yielded to 

Him. The wise build a secure fortress in the Lord in which their children will find refuge 

(14:26). 

            Pray for a life “broken” to the Lord, flourishing under His control. 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020—Proverbs 8-11 



            Solomon portrayed wisdom as a woman calling out to anyone who would listen 

(8:1-9). God had created her before anything else (8:22-27), and she combined with 

prudence to provide knowledge and discretion (8:12). “I love those who love me, and 

those who seek me find me” (8:17). Arrogance, evil behavior, and perverse speech 

were abhorrent to her, and she blessed the ones who listened to her (8:34). 

            “For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the Lord” (8:35). She 

built her house and called on anyone to come to her, but folly did the same thing—

offering life, making promises, encouraging shortcuts (9:13-18). Folly, however, led 

everyone to death. 

            Wisdom leads to understanding and abundance. Foolishness—failing to fear the 

Lord and know His ways—leads to selfish fulfillment and certain destruction. “The fear 

of the Lord adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short” (10:27). Over 

time, the fruit of wisdom displays itself and its vast superiority to the barrenness of folly. 

            The Proverbs help set the course for the abundant life God has for His people. 

Wisdom takes the focus off self.  “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with 

humility comes wisdom” (11:2). Wisdom leads to trust in God rather than earthly things. 

“Whoever puts his trust in riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf” 

(11:28). 

            Thank God for providing His wisdom through the Word and through the 

Counselor, the Holy Spirit. Seek wisdom and find it. 


