
Thursday, February 18, 2021—Numbers 4-6 

            God was preparing His people to enter the Promised Land, so He was having 

them take a census and give everyone their assignments for doing so. He had given 

them rules for daily living so they would know how to live each day on their journey from 

the desert to Canaan. What God truly wanted was reflected in the priestly prayer (6:24-

26). He wanted to bless them and protect them. He wanted to be gracious to them and 

make it obvious that He was pleased with them. He wanted to give them peace. 

            All those desires would not become reality if His people did not live as He had 

designed them to live. They were to become the people He made them to be. God 

wanted community, marriages, and personal spiritual growth to flourish in His people, so 

He gave His Law to point the way. 

            The Levite clans of Gershon, Kohath, and Merari helped the priests with the 

disassembly, transport, and reassembly of the Tabernacle. Interestingly, the Kohathites 

were never to see the elements that were inside the Tabernacle. The priests wrapped 

those pieces in coverings like the Tabernacle itself before the Kohathites could move 

them (4:15). This is a subtle foreshadowing of Jesus Himself, who wrapped Himself in 

flesh so that people could see Him and come to God in faith. Jesus came and pitched 

His tent among man so they could know God’s pleasure and peace. 

            Thank God Jesus fulfills the Law and is the way to abundant life. 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021—Numbers 1-3 

            Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt over 400 years after Jacob (Israel) 

had arrived. When Jacob entered Egypt, he was fleeing a famine, and his son Joseph 

was in charge of the nation. Jacob came with his other 11 sons and their families. They 

were 70 in all. 

            A little over one year after the exodus, God commanded Moses to take a census 

of the nation. The 12 sons were long gone, but their tribes lived on, and the nation now 

numbered more than 600,000 (1:46). God’s promise to Abraham—to make him into a 

great nation—was fulfilled. 

            The Levites were responsible for maintaining the Tabernacle, and they were to 

place the tent in the center of that nomadic nation. The other tribes camped around the 

tent, with three on each side. Yahweh was in the center of His people, and He led them 

wherever they were to go (2:1-34). 

            Aaron and his descendants were to perform the work of worship at the 

Tabernacle, and the rest of the Levites helped maintain the structure. The descendants 

of Gershon, Kohath, and Merari each had different assignments for the furnishings and 

structure of the holy tent. While the other tribes defended and provided for the nation, 

the tribe of Levi nurtured the spiritual health of the people. Everyone had a role to play. 

            Thank God today for the promises He has fulfilled in your life and the gifts He 

has given you to use. Pray for patience as He fulfills His word. 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021—Leviticus 24-27 

            Motel 6 had a wildly successful ad campaign for years where they promised 

their clients, “We’ll leave the light on for you.” Their accommodations were nothing 

extravagant, but they were available whenever the client needed them. Faithfulness is 



attractive. 

            As God described the inner furnishings of the Tabernacle, He told Moses to 

have a lamp which would burn from evening to morning (24:3). While the people slept, 

God did not. He was always caring for and watching over His people. This kind of 

faithfulness was worthy of worship and allegiance, so the people did not tolerate one 

who blasphemed Him (24:23). 

            When the people settled in the land, they were to display their faithfulness and 

trust in a variety of ways. One of those ways was to celebrate a sabbath in the land 

every seven years and Jubilee every 50. In those sabbath years, they planted no crops. 

At Jubilee, they freed slaves and returned land to original owners. In doing so, they 

refused to oppress one another (25:17). They declared their trust in God as King over 

everything. 

            The true enemy Israel would face would be personal pride. If they decided their 

comfort or plans were more important than God’s glory, God promised to break them of 

their arrogance (26:19-43). Like the ever-burning light in the Tabernacle, God would 

remain faithful to His people and remember His promises even in their sin and 

disobedience (26:44-46). 

            Praise God for His faithfulness. Pray for your own devotion to Christ and for 

humility with your church family. 

Monday, February 15, 2021—Leviticus 20-23 

            God told His people that life was precious. He saw their spiritual lives valuable 

enough to give them a way to atone for their spiritual sin. He also saw their physical 

lives as precious and gave them ways to be healthy and to build strong relationships. 

Above all, God wanted them to see every life as precious, made in his image. They 

were not, therefore, to sacrifice any life to idols as the pagans often did with their 

children (20:2). 

            The call to holiness and morality was of utmost importance. God’s people could 

not allow this to exist among them. If they would not expel the people who practiced 

this, God would find them all guilty. He was expecting them to be different than the 

nations He was driving out (20:24). 

            The priests represented the people before God, so God had the highest 

standards for the priests and their conduct (21:1-22:16). Their holiness and actions 

taught the nation. They were the standard bearers. Every person and every family had 

responsibilities for personal holiness and corporate flourishing. No one was exempt. 

Everyone was important. 

            To maintain holiness and atone for sin, God’s people brought sacrifices. They 

could not bring anything less than perfect (22:17-33). Their atoning substitute had to be 

unblemished because they were not. Every day they brought individual sacrifices to the 

Tabernacle, but three times each year they held national festivals (23:1-44) to celebrate 

God’s goodness and forgiveness. They were nothing without Him. 

            Thank God for making us holy, valuable, and abundant in Jesus. 

Sunday, February 14, 2021—Leviticus 17-19 

            Valentine’s Day is full of expressions of love from one to another. With cards, 



candy, flowers, or the like, a husband tells his wife she is his one-and-only. For his 

words to be authentic, there cannot be another woman in his life. 

            Yahweh called Israel out of Egypt to be His holy people. In return, they had 

agreed to live with Yahweh as their one-and-only God. They could not proclaim His 

sovereignty and then live to please and serve idols. 

            In Leviticus 17, God told the people not to behave like those who worship other 

gods. The life of an animal was in its blood (17:11). If they were bringing that animal for 

sacrifice, they needed to do so only at the Tabernacle so they would not appear to be 

sacrificing to other gods in other places. If they killed an animal to feed their family, 

there were to cover its blood with dirt and eat none of it. Their life came from God, not 

from animals or spirits. 

            God wanted His people to be different from the Egyptians with whom they had 

lived for 400 years and the Canaanites whose land they were about to inherit. The way 

they worshiped was important. How they conducted themselves sexually (18:1-30) was 

a reflection of God’s holiness and design. If they lived like the people God judged, He 

would have to judge His own people. Their lives were to be different for the sake of 

others and the glory of God (19:1-37). 

            Be holy because God is holy (19:2). Love Him and Him alone. 

Saturday, February 13, 2021—Leviticus 14-16 

            The COVID-19 virus has forced people to live in isolation more than ever. Many 

were already adopting curbside shopping and living in gated communities, but the 

invisible enemy has made physical distancing even more common. Quarantining 

provides a window to the leper’s world. 

            Israel lived together. They camped around the Tabernacle. They interacted 

every day as they prepared food and tended livestock and raised families. A skin 

disease for one became a potential epidemic because of their proximity to one another, 

so they took disease very seriously. To be free of the disease and able to reenter 

community was a joyous moment. The cleansed one offered sacrifice and received 

blessing from the priest. 

            The normal function of the body could make one unclean as well. God was not 

saying He had made malfunctioning systems. He was helping His people see the world 

was tainted by sin, so His people needed to see their world through different lenses. 

Their efforts toward good hygiene would keep their community physically healthy and 

would be a constant reminder of their need for spiritual cleansing for spiritual 

wholeness. 

            God was showing the people His goal for them was restoration to Him and to 

their community. Once a year, the priest went into the Tabernacle to make atonement 

for the whole nation (16:29-34) and reaffirm their relationship with God and their 

reconciliation with Him. Thank Jesus for leaving heaven and coming to us, like lepers 

outside His camp, and providing the sacrifice that forgives, cleanses, and restores. 

Friday, February 12, 2021—Leviticus 11-13 

            Rules without relationship can lead to rebellion. God was laying out a seemingly 

oppressive set of rules for religious sacrifices and daily behavior, but the key was 



Israel’s relationship with Him. If they saw these simply as actions to appease a tyrant, 

they would grow weary. If, however, these were ways to enrich their relationship with 

the God who made them and loved them, they would be worth knowing and doing. 

            God gave them instruction about what they were to eat and what they were to 

avoid. Many would balk at eating differently than the rest of the world and avoiding 

some of the tastiest foods available, but God was calling His people to be different, so 

they would be different for His glory. The specifics would be hard to grasp initially, but 

repetition makes everything easier to remember and practice. 

            Eating these animals would make the person unclean (11:24), so God was 

teaching His people that every action in life has consequence. Every part of life adds to 

or takes away from one’s holiness and usefulness to God. What they ate resulted from 

the thoughts they had about God. 

            What they put in their bodies was important. The overall condition of their 

bodies, therefore, was also important. God gave instruction for health and well-being so 

His people would live well and be careful not to spread disease among a nation living 

closely to one another (12:1-13:59). 

            Thank God for salvation in Jesus to begin the relationship and the presence of 

His Spirit to help us walk in the way of righteousness. 


