
Thursday, February 4, 2021—Exodus 25-27 

            Parents of newborns have to do everything for the child. For the infant to survive 

and thrive, the parents are the ones making the choices and providing the resources. As 

the child matures, parents begin to expect more. They assign chores and allow decision 

making by the youngster. 

            When God brought Israel out of Egypt, He led them, He fed them, and He 

defended them. He then began to develop them by giving them the expectations for 

their holiness and by giving them the opportunity to build His home so He could live 

among them. He told Moses to call on Israel to bring fine linen, precious jewels, and 

treasured metals, but this was not a demand. Only those who wanted to give this were 

to do so (25:2). God gave them the choice to express their love and offer their worship. 

            God gave details for how to build the tent, and Moses was to build a seat on 

which God would sit and commune with Moses (25:22). Like no other god the world had 

known, He was going to be with His people wherever they went and have intimate 

communication with them. 

            The tent God described was going to be costly. The people were going to give of 

their own desire, but they were going to give away very valuable things. How could they 

do that? These people had been slaves. They had received many of these treasures 

from the people of Egypt. They had received them freely. They would give them freely. 

God was worth it. 

            Praise God for His grace and mercy. Worship Him with joy. 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021—Exodus 21-24 

            God gave Moses and His people the 10 Commandments as the beginning of His 

expectations for them. They were becoming a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 

They had never been this before, so He was defining His expectations for how a holy 

people lived with a holy God. 

            His expectations also required living with one another in holiness. God wanted 

them to treat slaves with dignity because He had created them in His image. He wanted 

them to take responsibility for their actions and their possessions and see each person 

in the community and their property as valuable. God was demanding each person put 

his personal pride aside. 

            To live in holiness meant the people learned to live with the heart, mind, and 

actions of God. They did not lie because He was the essence of truth. They did not 

sacrifice to other gods because He was the only true God. They did not steal or commit 

sexual sin because He was their provider and their pleasure. In these chapters, God 

gave them numerous specific examples so they would see clearly how holiness looked 

in life. 

            God was preparing them for life in the Promised Land toward which they were 

traveling. God was going to develop them and their home little by little (23:30). His work 

in His people is gradual and permanent. God does not change His disciples instantly but 

steadily and for the entirety of their lives. To be God means He is the permanent master 

and caretaker. 

            Thank God for His high expectations and His loving provision. 



Tuesday, February 2, 2021—Exodus 18-20 

            Moses knew he needed God. While he was still living in exile, before he become 

the deliverer of Israel, he gave his sons names which reflected his dependence of his 

Maker. Gershom’s name referred to Moses’ alienation from Egypt, and Eliezer’s name 

meant God was his help. 

            Moses had left his wife, sons, and father-in-law as an individual but came back 

with more than one million of his people, and Moses told Jethro of all that Yahweh had 

done (18:9). Moses gave the credit to God alone. Jethro, too, agreed that Yahweh was 

greater than all (18:11). 

            Moses needed God, but he also needed others. When Jethro observed how 

Moses was carrying the load of caring for his people, Jethro urged Moses to share that 

task with capable men. God was calling the entire nation to holiness and to service to 

Him (19:5-6). By equipping others and expecting them to serve one another, Moses was 

preparing them for the future God envisioned. God wanted them to be His treasure, and 

the people agreed they would live up to that expectation (19:8). 

            Like Moses, Israel was becoming a people who were strangers in the land who 

would rely on God as their help. God gave them His 10 Commandments as the basic 

structure of their relationship with Him (20:3-11) and with others (20:12-17). The call of 

God was powerful and filled the people with awe. Moses urged them to live in holiness 

(20:20). 

            Thank God for His desire to know you and use you as His own. 

Monday, February 1, 2021—Exodus 14-17 

            Job recounted the story of a faithful man who demonstrated to invisible forces 

the reality and power of trust in God. Job was not perfect. Heh struggled, yet he did not 

renounce his faith when life grew difficult as Satan predicted. God knew Job’s heart, 

and God was glorified. 

            The exodus story demonstrates something similar. Pharaoh saw himself as 

supreme and would not consider allowing Israel to leave Egypt to worship Yahweh. God 

had sent Moses to lead His people home so His people as well as Pharaoh and the 

Egyptians would know Yahweh truly was God and worthy of worship (14:4). 

            Pharaoh’s pursuit of Israel gave Israel cause for alarm. They were angry with 

Moses, but Moses promised them God was going to fight for them (14:14). God was 

glorifying Himself and providing for Israel in this unique, challenging moment. God made 

a way where there was no way and swallowed up the army pursuing them. As a result, 

Israel was free from Pharaoh, feared Yahweh, honored Moses, and rejoiced in song 

(15:1-20). 

            Israel was free but very immature. Trusting Yahweh was a new way of life. 

When things were hard, they murmured against Moses (15:24, 16:2, 17:2). Walking in 

faith is difficult, but the proper response is disciplined faith not murmuring comments. 

God wants us to move forward in growth, not fall back into old habits and long for 

previous ways. 

            God provides for His people, and He calls His people to faith and rest (16:30). 

Pray that hard days will grow your faith. Know He is with you. 



Sunday, January 31, 2021—Exodus 11-13 

            Because God is just, He will act with complete justice at the right time. He is 

gracious and slow to anger, but He is great in power and able to bring justice with great 

effect when He deems the time right. Pharaoh had continually refused to allow God’s 

people to leave Egypt to worship, so God brought one final plague that made Pharaoh 

change his mind. 

            In preparation for the plague of death, the Israelites were to ask for jewelry 

(11:2) and to slaughter a lamb and place its blood on the doorposts of their home (12:7). 

They would eat a meal together while being ready to leave their place of bondage 

(12:11). God was going to pass over and, in a short amount of time, change the 

circumstances that plagued them for centuries. Those homes that were not covered by 

the blood of the lamb would lose their firstborn, and there would be great sorrow in 

Egypt. 

            God was calling His people to faith and expectation. Moses described to them 

not only what they were to do in the coming few days to choose a lamb and prepare for 

their departure. He was also describing a feast they would observe every year as free 

people in their new home (12:14-27, 43-50). God was going to answer their prayers, 

and they needed to prepare for departure now and for celebrating God’s faithfulness 

later. 

            In faithfulness, God led His people out (13:21). In return, He asked for their 

devotion (13:1-16). Give thanks for all God has done for you. 

Saturday, January 30, 2021—Exodus 8-10 

            “Let my people go that they may serve me.” The request was simple but 

authoritative. God was commanding Pharaoh to act and giving him numerous evidences 

of God’s power as reason for obedience. Repeatedly, Pharaoh would agree and then 

change his mind. 

            Pharaoh would weather the storm of the plague and decide that allowing Israel 

to leave was too costly. This labor force had made Egypt fabulously wealthy and 

productive. They did the work no one else wanted. Why would he let go of something so 

self-serving? Besides, if he allowed Israel to leave, he, too, would be obeying Yahweh. 

Pharaoh doesn’t do that. 

            We are Pharaoh. God calls us to repentance—to change our mind about His 

authority and our weakness and to align our lives with His demands. We balk and begin 

to suffer. We negotiate and try to have God see our side of the story and bend toward 

our desires. We want Him to serve us rather than have to deny self and serve Him. 

Despite seeing His power at work and His protection and provision for those who trust 

Him, we decide we have a better plan and refuse to repent. That never works. 

            Nonetheless, God remains patient. He doesn’t want anyone to perish but 

everyone to come to repentance. He will for a time continue the call to repentance and 

use His people and His power to make clear the goodness of knowing and following 

Him. The call to repentance is never easy, but it is the call to life. 

Friday, January 29, 2021—Exodus 5-7 

            Moses’ arrival and message received two very different responses. He shared 



with Israel the message from Yahweh, and they rejoiced. Their God heard them and 

responded. He was proving to be personal and powerful. Pharaoh, on the other hand, 

said, “Who is Yahweh? I don’t know that name, and I won’t let Israel go” (5:2). Israel 

needed a deliverer and celebrated their answered prayers. Pharaoh needed nothing, so 

he scoffed. 

            The discussion that followed pitted two heavyweights against one another. 

Pharaoh was god of Egypt. Yahweh was the God of all. Pharaoh wanted allegiance. 

Moses wanted to obey Yahweh and take Israel to the desert to declare their allegiance 

to Yahweh. They wanted to obey Him and avoid the pestilence or death of disobedience 

(5:3). Pharaoh decided he would show how powerful he was and make Israel’s daily life 

harder. 

            When God confronts the idols of life, a battle ensues. God wants the worship He 

deserves. Spiritual forces want the obedience they falsely have claimed for their own. 

The people who previously rejoiced came to Moses in anger because of how hard 

things had become. God was fully aware of their hardship (6:2-11). Moses was not sure 

he could do what God expected (6:12, 30), so God assured Moses that Moses would 

have the power and success he needed because God was making it possible (7:2-5). 

God was going to demonstrate His supremacy to all. 

            Thank God for hearing prayer. Thank God for empowering His people to 

accomplish His tasks. Pray for faithfulness, endurance, and praise. 


