
 

 
  

Tuesday, September 29, 2020—Daniel 10-12 

            Leaders come and go. God remains sovereign over everything. While 

the ruler in Babylon continued to change, Daniel remained faithful to the 

Yahweh and useful to the king of the land, whoever He was. God’s sovereignty 

allows Him to place people strategically into the events of history and into 

places of influence. Faithfulness enhances their usefulness. 

            Daniel had interpreted dreams for two kings and had his own visions 

during the reign of several others. The king on earth was changing, but the King 

of Heaven did not, and He continued to speak through and to Daniel. Daniel 

experienced the spiritual warfare and emotional weight that accompanied 

prayer and dream interpretation. This was not an easy task or uplifting 

experience (10:2-14). In His grace and mercy, God spoke to Daniel, touched 

Daniel, and told him not to be afraid. He told Daniel he was highly esteemed 

and spoke peace over him (10:18-19). God gives the strength necessary to 

hear, understand, and obey. 

            Daniel saw a vision of coming conflict between nations that would have 

the Holy Land in its crosshairs. The conflict would rage for generations as 

empires rose and fell. The temple would be desecrated, but the people who 

knew their God would firmly resist him (11:32). The exile was going to end, but 

struggle in the region and for the faithful would not. 

            In the end, God will bring the chaos to a close and raise the faithful to 

everlasting life (12:2). Thank Him for being the eternal, consistent King. 

Monday, September 28, 2020—Daniel 7-9 

            Daniel was in exile, but Daniel remained faithful. He was far from home 

and all that was familiar, but Yahweh remained God, and He deserved 

devotion. Despite the hardships associated with being identified with Yahweh, 

Daniel stood firm, and God rewarded him. 

            God had given Daniel the opportunity to interpret visions, but then God 

began to speak to Daniel directly through personal visions. In the first, Daniel 



sees a vision of four beasts. Then, he sees God Himself, the Ancient of Days, 

and one like the son of man who received authority, glory, and power and a 

kingdom that would last forever. Daniel was seeing the near- and distant-future 

and the leaders who would terrorize those faithful to God until Jesus Himself 

establishes His eternal kingdom (7:1-28). 

            In a second vision, Daniel saw the rise of the Medo-Persian empire (the 

two-horned ram) that would fall to the Greeks (the goat). That empire would 

splinter into four pieces, and one of those leaders would bring great misery on 

those living in Israel (8:1-27). This was to happen over the next few hundred 

years and would mimic similar events at the end of time. 

            Some years later, Daniel—one of the most holy men in Scripture—

prayed a prayer of repentance before God (9:1-19). He knew the time of the 

exile was soon to be over, and he and the people needed to be righteous and 

ready for what God would do next. Pray that you, too, are righteous and ready 

to hear what God is saying and responsive to His call to obey. 

Sunday, September 27, 2020—Daniel 4-6 

            God is God in heaven above and earth below. God is the God over all 

creation, so everything in this world is under His control—including those things 

that man cannot control. Disease and weather are under His control. Nations 

and pestilence are subject to Him. 

            Nebuchadnezzar discovered that God was also in control of dreams. 

The mind is a mysterious organ, and there is little we understand about how to 

keep it from wandering to mysterious regions while we sleep. God continued to 

challenge the king with troubling visions while he slept, and He provided Daniel 

to interpret. God was calling Nebuchadnezzar himself to humility and 

repentance (4:27). 

            The king’s son, Belshazzar, needed to learn humility and to worship 

Yahweh alone. Instead of using a dream, God gave him vision while very much 

awake (5:5). Daniel told him he should have learned the lesson from his father 

but was prideful instead. Belshazzar praised Daniel for his wisdom, and that 



night Belshazzar was assassinated. 

            The new ruler, Darius, placed Daniel in a place of authority and 

influence, and many were jealous of this Jew’s having such power. They made 

Daniel’s humility and integrity a liability, but Daniel continued to pray and trust 

Yahweh (6:10). Even at the cost of being thrown to the lions, Daniel remained 

faithful, and God honored Himself and Daniel through it. 

            God can shut the mouth of lions. He can answer the toughest 

questions. Be humble and joyful before Him. Lead others to do the same. 

Saturday, September 26, 2020—Daniel 1-3 

            Despite being in exile, God’s people were not abandoned. God 

continued to speak to them and work for them. The book of Daniel 

demonstrates how God did not intend for them simply to endure their years of 

captivity. He wanted to help them flourish and bring honor to His name while 

bringing benefit to their community. 

            Daniel and his friends received new, Babylonian names when the king’s 

official chose them for training, and they participated in the training, but they 

chose not to defile themselves with food that was not part of their Hebrew diet. 

Courageously and humbly, Daniel asked his guard to allow them a different 

diet, and the assessment after 10 days showed clearly they were healthier and 

better nourished then their cohorts (1:15). God blessed the four young men with 

wisdom and with favor. 

            When Nebuchadnezzar had a troubling dream, Daniel was able to give 

interpretation. Before seeing the king, however, he asked his friends to pray 

(2:18), and God revealed the mystery to Daniel before he went to see the king. 

Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar about the end of his kingdom and the rise of 

others. Eventually, God would establish a kingdom that would never end (2:44). 

Nebuchadnezzar gave praise to God (2:47). 

            Nebuchadnezzar remained self-focused. He built a golden statue for all 

to worship, and Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refused to bow. They were 

thrown into a fiery furnace for their faith, and God rewarded their faith by 



walking with them in the flames (3:25). 

            Difficulty may be the very place God is walking and working. 

Friday, September 25, 2020—Ezekiel 46-48 

            When the United States became a nation, the Founding Fathers had 

much discussion about the partnership between the church and the state. They 

had seen unhealthy ways in which the mixture of the two God-given entities 

could be problematic, even catastrophic. They formed a union where the two 

were separate and cooperative. 

            As God showed Ezekiel a vision of Temple construction and operation, 

Ezekiel saw the prince coming to the Temple for personal worship (46:1-15). 

God was reminding the people of His standards so they would be informed for 

their return. God showed them His expectation that everyone, including the 

leader of the country, would worship Him. 

            God’s demands for the prince and the people were for the benefit of the 

people. A leader of the nation who continually remembered he was serving 

someone greater would be a better leader. This humility would guard him from 

self-serving action. The understanding of God’s holiness would move him to 

lead the country toward righteousness before God and with others. Nations 

thrive when humility and righteousness abound. 

            God had a grand vision for abundance (47:1-13). Until that day came, 

His people were to return home, divide the land (47:14-48:35), and live for His 

glory. Their obedience, from the least to the greatest person, would show the 

world the unmistakable presence of Yahweh (48:35). 

            Pray for personal conviction to live in a way that demonstrates the 

presence and lordship of Christ. Pray for leaders—local, state, and national—

who lead with humility and a desire for righteousness. 

Thursday, September 24, 2020—Ezekiel 43-45 

            God had shown Ezekiel the devastation of the fall of Jerusalem, and 

Yahweh had spoken woe over all those who failed to acknowledge Him as God. 

Nothing, however, was as grim as the realization that the glory of Yahweh had 



left the Temple, His dwelling place (see Ezekiel 10). The people were in exile, 

and God was not home. 

            As the exile entered its 25th year, God took Ezekiel back to Jerusalem in 

a vison and walked him through the Temple. He was showing Him its 

specifications and functions, but one thing remained missing—God Himself. 

Like a roaring wave, God’s glory returned (43:1-5). 

            God told Ezekiel He was going to bring His people back, and they would 

never again defile His dwelling place or the land they called home with their 

detestable practices. God wanted Ezekiel to describe the Temple so the people 

would be ashamed of their sin and long to honor the God who was so worthy, 

slow to anger, and abounding in love. 

            The people of God had been lazy and negligent in their worship. God 

was calling them to renewed discipline. The descendants of Zadok had 

remained committed to Him despite the decline of the nation, so this tribe was 

to serve as His priests when Temple worship resumed (44:16). 

            God was preparing His people for life after exile—flourishing after 

discipline. He expected holiness in the inner person and in outward practice. He 

wanted people who represented the holiness He possessed. 

            Pray your life displays faith, discipline, and fruit for the Holy One. 

Wednesday, September 23, 2020—Ezekiel 40-42 

            Ezekiel was patient and faithful. He continued to wait for the Lord, listen 

for His voice, and write when He spoke. Twenty-five years after the exile 

began, Ezekiel was still listening and sharing (40:1). The length of the captivity 

did not diminish God’s worth and Ezekiel’s need to serve Him. 

            A quarter-century after the exile began, God told Ezekiel to pay close 

attention because He would reveal why they had been brought to Babylon 

(40:4). In a vision, He took Ezekiel to the Holy City and showed him the 

Temple. A man with glorious appearance measured all around the Temple, 

demonstrating the uniformity and exactness of the place where God dwelled. 

They saw the tables for preparing sacrifices and the rooms for the priests. 



 

Ezekiel had not seen the Temple with his own eyes for 25 years, so God was 

refreshing in his mind the holiness of the site (42:13). 

            God was reminding Ezekiel and those who would hear Ezekiel’s words 

that the Temple was a place unlike any other on earth. God had designed it 

with specifications for its beauty and its function so all the details would point to 

His glory. The priests who labored there and the people who worshiped there 

were blessed to know Yahweh and have a place where they could come for 

forgiveness and deliverance. 

            God wanted the holy to be separate from the common (42:20). The 

people had for centuries blurred that line, so the exile was the consequence. 

Pray for God’s holiness to be evident in your inner worship and daily life.  
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