
Monday, February 25, 2019—Numbers 28-30 

            God calls His people into a living relationship with Him. This is not a ritualistic 

endeavor without true connection. He wants His people to know Him, respond to 

Him, and celebrate His goodness. 

            Every day they brought Him two lambs, one in the morning and one in the 

evening as food offerings (25:2). These came with grain and drink offerings, as if they 

were bringing God a meal at the beginning and the end of each day. They doubled 

these portions on the Sabbath and at the beginning of each month. What is more 

conducive to fellowship than spending time over a meal? These elements 

represented the full scope of their agricultural endeavors and symbolized their whole 

lives’ being in covenant with God. He was faithful in every area of life. 

            As Moses was preparing a new generation to enter the Promised Land, he 

taught them about the three great annual festivals—Passover in the spring, the 

Festival of Harvests in the summer, and the fall festival which included Trumpets, the 

Day of Atonement, and Tabernacles (28:16-29:40). All of these celebrated God’s 

goodness and required numerous sacrifices to signify their reliance on Him and the 

covenant between them. 

            The covenant celebrations recognized God’s keeping His promises. His people, 

then, were to keep their promises as well (30:1-16). To be God’s representative 

meant their lives looked like His, so their word was their bond. Words have power 

and meaning and can’t be used carelessly. 

            Praise God for His faithfulness and His call to live like He does. 

Sunday, February 24, 2019—Numbers 25-27 

            The tragic events of September 11, 2001, in the United States were the results 

of years of planning by men on the other side of the globe. These men disagreed 

with everything for which America stood, and they were willing to “play the long 



game” until the circumstances aligned for them to strike. The enemy of God’s people 

is willing to do the same. 

            Balak was king of Moab and had called on Balaam to curse God’s people 

(Numbers 22-24). Despite the promise of riches, Balaam could not bring himself to 

do that. God would only allow him to speak blessing. If Balak had only known—the 

“long game” would give him his wish. In Numbers 25, the writer says the men of 

Israel gave themselves to sexual immorality and idolatry with the Moabite women. 

They cursed themselves. 

            The nation addressed its sin and prepared for another census. Their time in 

the desert was nearly done. The faithless generation had passed away (26:64), and 

the next generation needed to be prepared for battle and for taking the Promised 

Land. Their total number of troops (26:51) was only a few thousand less than the 

first census (see Numbers 2:31). God truly had sustained them in their wilderness 

wandering. This new generation would have a new leader, Joshua (27:12-23). He 

would lead the people into the place God had promised, fulfilling God’s promise to 

His people. 

            Praise God for His Spirit who empowers His people to holiness in the short-

term and in the long-term. Thank Him for leaders who lead their people into holiness 

and obedience. 

Saturday, February 23, 2019—Numbers 21-24 

            God works in His time in His ways for His glory. In His wisdom and grace, He 

allows His image bearers to partner with Him in that work. In Numbers 14, God 

called the people to take the land of Canaan, but there were too many who believed 

the task was impossible, so they disobeyed. God sentenced them to 40 years of 

wandering in the desert. 

            Sometime later, however, God worked through His people to defeat some of 



those same Canaanites (21:1-3). Their disobedience sentenced them to a life without 

the fullest blessing of God, but it did not sentence them to life without His protection 

and provision. Yahweh heard their request and gave them complete victory. He 

worked in them to defeat the peoples of King Sihon and King Og as well (21:21-35). 

            God was working in His people despite their flaws. Even in their grumbling and 

self-inflicted misery, He provided a way to find grace, trusting the symbol of their 

death to bring them life (21:4-9). When King Balak felt threatened by Israel and tried 

to have Balaam curse them, God stirred Balaam to speak only blessing over them, 

using a talking donkey in the process. Balaam was more stirred by the power of 

Yahweh than the riches of Balak (22:18, 38; 23:12, 26; 24:12-13). 

            Thank God for His grace and mercy which continue to protect and provide 

despite the flaws and weaknesses of His people. Pray for growth in holiness and 

obedience to lead to fuller enjoyment in knowing Christ. 

Friday, February 22, 2019—Numbers 18-20 

            God wanted the people to know He was with them, so He had His people 

build a tent in which His presence would dwell. Only certain people, however, had 

permission to enter that tent and handle its contents (18:1-6, 22). God wanted His 

people never to grow too comfortable with His presence. Holiness was awe-inspiring. 

            Imagine, then, the wonder of Hebrews who says those who are now in Christ 

can come boldly to the throne of grace for help in their time of need (Hebrews 4:16). 

Jesus has clothed His disciples in His righteousness which allows them into the 

holiest location imaginable. Such amazing grace. 

            The purification from touching a dead body required an intricate process 

(19:1-22). A red heifer, a rather rare animal, was burned completely outside the city. 

Its ashes were then used in the purification process. Death provided cleansing for the 

living tainted by death around them 



            Jesus, the rarest of all, the God-man, was sacrificed outside the city. All have 

sinned. All are unclean. His death provides cleansing for all who appropriates His 

sacrifice to their account. 

            God’s holiness requires only our obedience. He does not need our help. He 

told Moses to speak to the rock, but Moses, in frustration or some other emotion, 

struck the rock twice. God was faithful to provide water, but He disciplined Moses 

for disobedience. 

            Like Aslan in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, God is good, but He is not 

tame. Praise God for holiness, relationship, and power in Jesus. 

Thursday, February 21, 2019—Numbers 15-17 

            Because He made the physical world, God cares about the objects and the 

people in it. He wants humans to be good stewards of natural resources. He wants 

people to respect those who are different than they are. No race, class, or culture is 

inferior simply because it is different. 

            God ultimately looks at the inner person, however. He wants every person to 

be in a personal relationship with Him, and their race, nationality, language, or any 

other characteristic provide no hurdle in coming to Him. “Native Israelites and 

foreigners are the same before the LORD and are subject to the same laws” (15:15). 

Knowing Him is a matter of the soul, not the outward appearance or situation. 

Whether native or foreigner, if one treated His word with contempt and deliberately 

disobeyed, this was grounds for dismissal from the community. All were welcome, 

but God expected all to honor Him and live according to His standards. 

            When sin enters the community, its effects are devastating. Korah, Dathan, 

and Abiram were not satisfied with their calling from God and stirred rebellion 

against Moses and Aaron. They paid with their lives, yet the thought had infected 

many others, and they, too, grumbled. Moses and Aaron served the people by 



helping provide atonement for their sin. God did a miraculous work to confirm 

Aaron’s leadership (17:1-13). 

            Praise God for His grace in revealing Himself to you and allowing you to know 

Him through Christ. Pray for daily growth in obedience and holiness so you know Him 

more and grow increasingly satisfied in Him. 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019—Numbers 11-14 

            When God begins to work, He moves His disciple further from the old ways 

and makes him more like Jesus each day. Leaving behind the old and embracing the 

new can be uncomfortable. Satan uses that discomfort to tempt the follower to 

consider returning to the way things used to be—comfortable and predictable. What 

Satan does not remind the disciple is that old way was lacking in holiness and leading 

to death. 

            The people began to grumble about wanting meat (11:4), remembering an 

unlikely past of abundance in Egypt. God responded by giving Moses assistance in 

leading this unruly bunch, providing more meat than they could imagine, and 

bringing judgment on the people (11:33). Aaron and Miriam joined the chorus of 

complaints, and God acted in judgment on Miriam (12:1-16), restoring her because 

of Moses’ petition. 

God isn’t afraid of questions from His people, but He will not allow disrespect and 

bad attitudes spurred by complaints to continue. 

            Moses turned the attention of the people from their complaints to their 

destiny. They had arrived at the cusp of the Promised Land, and he sent 12 spies, one 

from each tribe, to go boldly into the land and bring back samples of the crops 

(12:20). What they saw astounded them. The land was fertile, and the inhabitants 

powerful (12:27-29). Ten thought taking the land was impossible, and the nation 

trembled in fear and doubt (14:1-12). 



            Pray for faith like Caleb’s, which sees the promise and possibility of God and 

looks beyond discomfort and challenges. 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019—Numbers 7-10 

            God is specific and strategic in His giving and His receiving. He calls His people 

to give at various times and in various ways so they can grow in holiness and be part 

of His mission. His distributes in a variety of ways because people have different 

needs and varying obedience. 

            When Moses dedicated the Tabernacle, God provided oxen and carts to two 

of the Levite clans who were responsible for moving the Tabernacle and its 

furnishings. To a third clan He gave nothing because they were responsible for 

carrying their items on their shoulders. His distribution wasn’t even because His 

demands were different. When the tribes of Israel gave their offerings, however, 

they were identical. Though the tribes were of varying sizes, each gave the same 

amount (7:1-83). 

            Every tribe had responsibility to serve the Lord, but the Levites were God’s 

tribe for Himself (8:16). He chose them so the firstborn from every tribe did not have 

to serve at the Tabernacle. When the nation looked at the Levites, they saw the 

substitute for themselves, serving faithfully so the presence of God remained and 

the people maintained holiness. 

            To the entire nation, God manifested His presence with a cloud by day and fire 

by night (9:15-23). They followed when He led, and waited when He was stationary. 

Pray for growing faith and holiness so you might follow as He leads. Pray for a fuller 

understanding of your gifting, what God expects of you, and how to serve those 

around you. 

Sunday, February 24, 2019—Numbers 25-27 



 The tragic events of September 11, 2001, in the United States were the results 

of years of planning by men on the other side of the globe. These men disagreed 

with everything for which America stood, and they were willing to “play the long 

game” until the circumstances aligned for them to strike. The enemy of God’s people 

is willing to do the same. 

 Balak was king of Moab and had called on Balaam to curse God’s people 

(Numbers 22-24). Despite the promise of riches, Balaam could not bring himself to 

do that. God would only allow him to speak blessing. If Balak had only know—the 

“long game” would give him his wish. In Numbers 25, the writer says the men of 

Israel gave themselves to sexual immorality and idolatry with the Moabite women. 

They cursed themselves. 

 The nation addressed its sin and prepared for another census. Their time in 

the desert was nearly done. The faithless generation had passed away (26:64), and 

the next generation needed to be prepared for battle and for taking the Promised 

Land. Their total number of troops (26:51) was only a few thousand less than the 

first census (see Numbers 2:31). God truly had sustained them in their wilderness 

wandering. This new generation would have a new leader, Joshua (27:12-23). He 

would lead the people into the place God had promised, fulfilling God’s promise to 

His people. 

 Praise God for His Spirit who empowers His people to holiness in the short- 
term and in the long-term. Thank Him for leaders who lead their people into holiness  
and obedience. 


