
Thursday, September 9, 2021—2 Chronicles 30-32 

Walking in faith can seem old-fashioned. “Nobody does that anymore,” some say. Being 

committed to God’s ways may not be popular. “You know people will not respect you for that.” 

Be faithful anyway. 

King Hezekiah followed the rule of King Ahaz, who had done many evil things for 16 years. His 

disobedience had become the norm for many, so the reforms King Hezekiah brought were not 

popular or trendy. He called the people to fulfill the expectations of God and to observe the 

Passover. A great number of the people laughed and mocked (30:10). 

Some, however, heeded the call and gathered in Jerusalem to sacrifice the Passover lamb and to 

remember the grace and mercy of God which brought them out of slavery. They repented of sin 

and prepared themselves to worship. Their “old-fashioned” worship turned into a time of great 

joy and celebration (30:26). In fact, their obedience motivated them to begin bringing tithes and 

offerings once again, which blessed the priests and Levites and reinvigorated their service to 

Yahweh and the people (31:1-21). 

Their worship was more than “window dressing.” When the people faced pressure from the 

Assyrian army, the people took courage in the presence and power of Yahweh (32:8). The 

Assyrians tried to discourage the people for walking in “old fashioned” ways and trusting a God 

who could not deliver (32:11). God rose up and shamed the Assyrians (32:21). 

Praise God for His presence and power and the encouragement that comes from walking in His 

ways. Be faithful no matter the cost. 

Wednesday, September 8, 2021—2 Chronicles 26-29 

God made man in His image. When He did so, He saw His creation was very good. The presence 

of sin, however, takes what He made and taints it and twists it. Sin leads people to prideful 

mistakes. 

Uzziah was one of the greatest kings to lead Judah. Though he was only 16 when he took the 

throne, he sought the Lord, and he led the people to holiness and to strength. He weakened his 

enemies and enriched his people. Then, when he grew strong, he grew prideful (26:16). Sin made 

him believe something was missing, He wanted to go into the Temple and offer incense himself, 

a job reserved specifically for the priests and Levites. He wanted what he could not have, and 

God punished him (26:21). 

Uzziah’s example taught his son Jotham well. Jotham walked faithfully with Yahweh, and he 

never tried to enter the Temple. His son, Ahaz, however, drifted from faithfulness and led as the 

kings of the north had done. He was not content with the ways of the Lord. He wanted more. He 

wished for something better, so he built altars to idols and sacrificed his children (28:3). Not 

surprisingly, the nation suffered severely and did not know the peace God could provide. 



Hezekiah returned the Temple to its purpose—housing the presence of God. His desire to honor 

Yahweh alone brought revival to the people. They were amazed at how quickly God moved in 

them (29:36). 

Pray for God to crush your sinful pride and quickly exalt Himself. 

 

Tuesday, September 7, 2021—2 Chronicles 23-25 

           Chronicles tells the stories of the people of God so the exiles returning to Israel would 

have a fuller grasp of their history. Knowing how God’s people succeeded and failed would give 

them better understanding of God’s standards and expectations. God wanted them to flourish. 

           That flourishing would come through obedience and struggle. The story of Joash was 

proof of this. The southern kingdom had descended into chaos, and the mother of the 

assassinated king had taken control. She had killed all the king’s sons, or so she thought. A wise, 

brave woman had hidden the youngest son, Joash, and when he was eight years old, the priest, 

Jehoida, staged a revolution to dethrone Athaliah and install Joash. 

           Fulfilling God’s commands will require bravery and wisdom. Jehoida and his friends 

needed it. The exiles would, too. They were going to face untold difficulties. People would not 

want them to succeed. God did. 

           Joash did well as king, even at a young age, because he had godly advisors. God moved 

Joash to repair the Temple (24:4), a task the returning exiles would undertake as well. Joash gave 

the people opportunity to give toward the project, and they rejoiced at the possibility (24:10). 

           When Joash’s main advisor died, Joash strayed from faithfulness. The country suffered as 

a result. Joash’s son took his place and followed Yahweh but not with a pure heart (25:2). He did 

not listen to the wise men who reminded him God had the power to help and to harm. 

           Thank God for wisdom and courage. Listen. Do what he says. 

Monday, September 6, 2021—2 Chronicles 20-22 

           Jehoshaphat had seen the highs and lows of being a king. He had enriched the lives of the 

people through theological foundations and financial prosperity. He had also received 

chastisement for aligning with the king of Israel in a battle God had not ordained. 

           When Jehoshaphat faced an unprovoked attack from three neighboring countries, his first 

act was not to assemble the army. He called the nation to prayer. He began not by asking for 

God’s deliverance but by recounting the character of God and His goodness to His people. Then, 

he recalled the reason God had given them a place to come into His presence—to cry out in 

affliction (20:9). This was such a time. 

           Jehoshaphat concluded, “We don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you” (20:12). 

What happened next illustrated the grace and power of God and the richness of faith and 

obedience. The people went to the battlefield, but God had already fought for them. They began 

by praising Him, and He delivered and enriched them. 

           While Jehoshaphat was not perfect, he urged the people to worship Yahweh. His sons did 

not follow his example. Jehoram and Ahaziah led the people to behave as their northern 

neighbors did, giving their hearts to a variety of false gods. Both paid dearly for their 

waywardness. 

           Thank God for His faithfulness to His people. Pray for a life that seeks Him rather than 

the things of the world and that trusts in difficulty. 



Sunday, September 5, 2021—2 Chronicles 17-19 

           Co-workers can know one another well because of seeing one another daily, yet they 

would admit they know very few of the details of their lives outside of work because they never 

discuss it. Fans of athletes and celebrities can know some of the most intimate details about their 

favorites even though they’ve never met. Knowing someone and knowing about someone are 

two different things. 

           As the exiles prepared to return to Israel, they read the stories of the Chronicler to see how 

God had worked through His people in the past and what they needed to do to flourish in their 

homeland. Heeding the example of Jehoshaphat would be important. King Jehoshaphat sought 

Yahweh personally, and he helped shape the people of the nation. He sent Levites throughout the 

country to teach and judges to arbitrate (19:6). The fear of Yahweh filled the nation, and God 

protected them (17:8-10). 

           Jehoshaphat encouraged Ahab, the king of Samaria, to seek Yahweh as well. Ahab 

wanted to go to battle and wanted Jehoshaphat’s help, so Jehoshaphat said they needed godly 

counsel before doing so (19:6). The prophet said the battle would not end well, but they went 

anyway. Ahab died as predicted, and Jehu chastised Jehoshaphat for helping the ungodly (19:1-

3). The godly cannot compromise with the ungodly. 

           Thank God for making Himself know through Christ. Pray for the guidance of the Spirit 

so you know Him better and continually learn more about Him. Pray that your life displays His 

character and expectations. 

Saturday, September 4, 2021—2 Chronicles 14-16 

           The Christian life is a journey. When one comes to faith in Christ through repentance, the 

believer is born again to a new life in Christ. Public profession and baptism are not the finish line 

but the starting gate. Jesus said His disciples were to take up their cross and follow Him. The 

cross was an instrument which brought a slow death. Jesus works over time. 

           Some, then, liken the Christian life to a marathon rather than a sprint. The runner in the 

race of faith has to remain faithful to finish well. Asa began his reign as king by doing what was 

right in the eyes of Yahweh. He tore down idols and places of false worship (14:3). He sought 

Yahweh’s direction and help when battles arose (14:11). 

           Asa’s faithfulness inspired many others to covenant with him to seek the Lord with all 

their heart and soul (15:12). They committed to removing those among them who would not seek 

Him, and they rejoiced that God had given them such revival and peace. 

           A moment of revival is enriching, but faith is not about one moment. Faith trusts Him 

moment after moment, day after day. Years later, when a powerful force came against Judah, 

Asa trusted in his strategy and his possessions rather than in Yahweh to bring victory and peace. 

One of Asa’s prophets chastised the king for lacking faith in God. He had given victory over a 

much larger foe. Why did Asa not trust Him now? 

           Thank God for showing Himself strong to those who trust Him. 

Friday, September 3, 2021—2 Chronicles 10-13 

           Leaders don’t last. Time catches up with them, and an often-overlooked element of their 

leadership is their preparation for the group to flourish after they are gone. Who did they train? 

What did they expect? How do the new leaders adjust and adapt? 

           Solomon led Israel to their greatest days of peace and prosperity, and then his body 

succumbed to the forces every human faces. His son Rehoboam became the new king, and he 

had a choice at the outset. Would he continue his father’s policies, or would he listen to wise 

advisors and give his people some ease in their obligations? Rehoboam chose to be more 



demanding, trying to produce more of his father’s success from his own effort rather than 

trusting in the providence of God. 

           In trying to hold on to the kingdom, he lost most of it. The people rebelled, and the 

majority sided with Jeroboam, who foolishly established his own priestly class (11:15) so his 

new countrymen would not have to travel to Jerusalem to worship. Leaders cannot produce what 

only God provides. Neither can leaders allow what God expressly forbids. 

           Rehoboam led poorly, and the country faced oppression because of their spiritual 

wandering. Their repentance brought some relief, but they had to produce lower-quality 

reproductions of Temple accessories to make life seem normal (12:9). Spiritual compromise is 

always costly. Both nations came to learn this time after time. 

           Pray to be faithful in your walk with the Lord. Disciple others to walk faithfully in the 

next generation. 

 


