
Tuesday, March 24, 2020—Judges 19-21 

            “In those days Israel had no king” (19:1). God had given His people great 

leadership through Moses and Joshua, but He had always wanted them to trust Him 

above all else. Despite their affirmations that they would love and obey Him, the people 

devolved into shocking immorality as they lived without a leader over the nation. The 

judges delivered them from outward oppression, but no one was leading their souls out 

of the wilderness of sin and temptation. 

            The details of Judges 19 are some of the most heinous and uncomfortable in all 

of Scripture. The people of Gibeah had become so focused on pleasure that they threw 

off any notion of hospitality, decency, and morality. The Levite and his host were willing 

to subject women to cruelty rather than standing for holiness and honor. The nation was 

completely out of control. The nation was reaping what they had sown through idolatry 

and immorality. 

            A civil war ensued. The nation realized the need to purge the evil from Gibeah, 

but the people would not listen (20:13). Those trying to purge the evil experienced great 

loss at the beginning of the campaign, but they continued to inquire of Yahweh and to 

remain obedient to His direction. They eventually defeated the Benjamites, but they 

grieved for Benjamin (21:13) and those who were remaining. 

            When everyone does as he sees fit (21:25), chaos results. Pray for a life 

committed to God and His standards. Lead others to walk in them. 

Monday, March 23, 2020—Judges 16-18 

            In 1 John 2, John says the things of the world include the lust of the flesh, the 

lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life. Though chosen by God to lead, Samson 

suffered from these. He exemplified the entire nation. They were being drawn away by 

pleasure, possessions, and pride. 

            Samson’s sensual side led to his succumbing to his enemies. He fell in love with 

Delilah, and she did the bidding of the Philistines. Samson skirted the answer to his 

strength several times, as if he were testing himself to see how close he could get to 

crossing the line without going over. Eventually, his devotion to Delilah was stronger 

than his love for the Lord. “And his strength left him” (16:19), “. . . but he did not know . . 

.” (16:20). 

            Samson had grown too confident in himself and too distracted by the world. The 

presence of Yahweh had left him, and he wasn’t even aware. When life is comfortable, 

how often do we go about our routine and never consider whether the Lord is with us? 

When Samson was humbled and sought the Lord again, God returned his strength and 

used him mightily. 

            “In those days, Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit” (17:6). The nation 

was degrading spiritually and relationally because God was not on the throne of their 

hearts. In contrast, the Spirit of God uses the word of God to make us more like the Son 

of God, the King who gives meaning and direction to life. 

Sunday, March 22, 2020—Judges 13-15 

            In the harshest of situations God is able to do the most remarkable things. His 

people had once again done evil in His sight, so He gave them over to the Philistines for 



40 years. He came to a barren woman and told her she was going to give birth to a son 

who would deliver God’s people. To prepare for his mission, she was to watch her diet 

strictly, and she was never to cut the hair of her son as a sign of his calling. Her 

husband, Manoah, prayed that God would teach them how to raise him (13:6). 

            God did an amazing thing for them as they offered a sacrifice to Him (13:19), 

and He gave them Samson. The Lord blessed Samson and began to stir in him (13:25). 

In difficulty, God was faithfully at work. 

            Manoah had prayed for God’s wisdom in raising Samson. Samson, however, 

had a mind of his own. Whether Manoah and his wife did a poor job of discipling 

Samson or whether Samson was simply strong-willed is unclear. What is clear is that 

Samson made poor choices. He was too often controlled by his desires and emotions 

rather than the standards of God’s holiness for him. His impulsiveness affected those 

around him as well. 

            Despite Samson’s flaws, God was using Samson to bring judgment on the 

Philistines. Their impulsiveness matched his, and they fought against him to their 

detriment. Samson loosened the Philistines grip on Israel. 

            Praise God for His holiness and provision. Thank Him for using imperfect people 

in difficult situations to bring about His glory. 

Saturday, March 21, 2020—Judges 9-12 

            When God is not God, life falls apart. Gideon delivered the people from the 

oppression of the Midianites, but the people quickly turned their attention and affection 

to a foreign god. One of Gideon’s sons, Abimelech, rallied his people to declare him 

king, and together they murdered his 70 brothers. Only one, Jotham, was able to 

escape. The lack of awe for Yahweh produced a lack of respect for life and godliness. 

            Eventually, the people who rallied behind Abimelech decided they no longer 

respected his life either, so they transferred their support to another leader, Gaal, and a 

civil war ensued. Thousands died, and eventually Abimelech himself was killed. The 

wages of sin is death. 

            Throughout the land of Israel, God’s people, tribe by tribe, wrestled with 

worshiping Yahweh alone or choosing the various gods and goddesses that surround 

them. Tribe by tribe they wandered into the wilderness of idolatry and found themselves 

subject to pagan masters. In their distress, they admitted He was the only God and that 

they needed His deliverance from their misery. Mercifully, God responded. 

            In one instance, He raised up Jephthah. Like God Himself, Jephthah had been 

shunned by his people but was uniquely suited to save them. Despite Jephtah’s 

success, the Ephraimites were not happy they were not part of the battle. Jephthah 

demonstrated his own weakness by rashly making a vow before the victory. The judges 

were heroes but not perfect. 

            Pray for personal devotion to God which produces holiness and corporate 

devotion to God to produce unity. 

Friday, March 20, 2020—Judges 5-8 

            After her great victory that brought deliverance to God’s people, Deborah wrote 

a song (5:1-31). She recounted the faithfulness of God and the sin of the people that led 



to her campaign against Sisera. She remembered the violence required to purge the sin 

and its consequences, and she closed with a request for blessing from Yahweh. 

            Despite Deborah’s victory and song, the people once again did evil, and for 

seven years they were subject to Midian (6:1). Human nature often looks at the 

mistakes of others and says, “That will never happen to me.” Gideon found himself 

threshing wheat in a winepress (6:11) as a result of the oppression, yet God called him 

“mighty warrior” (6:12). God saw what Gideon could be, not who he was because of the 

situation. 

            Gideon, like so many, believed God had abandoned His people (6:13). Sin 

promises blessing but delivers heartache. They were suffering for their own sin and 

blaming God for it. Ever gracious, God raised up Gideon to deliver his people. With 

trepidation, he tore down the pagan altars in his hometown. Then, God walked Gideon 

through a winnowing process to take his army from a sizable group of more than 30,000 

to only 300. He helped Gideon learn of the fear his enemies had (7:1-14), and they blew 

trumpets and smashed jars to overcome their enemies (7:15-25). 

            Sadly, Gideon brought military peace, but he caused the people to fail spiritually 

(8:22-26). Pray not only for outward blessings and peace in life but also for a heart that 

is wholly devoted to God. 

Thursday, March 19, 2020—Judges 1-4 

            Joshua brought the people into the land, but the people had to maintain what 

God had given. Just as Adam tended the Garden, Israel was to tend their possession. 

That required daily work with their fields and flocks but also required military action 

against other nations. Yahweh was with the men (1:19), but tribe after tribe had trouble 

fully driving out some of the pagan people. Their constant presence and idol worship 

would be a problem, and Israel would have to deal with the consequences (2:1-5). 

            After Joshua died, his generation eventually died out, and the next generation 

grew up “who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel” (2:10). An entire 

generation grew up without having heard the stories of God’s greatness and the 

subsequent discipleship that led them to faithfulness. It is no wonder, then, that the 

foreign gods would be attractive (2:11). 

            God gave them over to their sinful choices, and the very people they drove out 

became their masters (2:14-15). In his grace, God raised up judges who would be able 

to save the people (2:16). When the judge died, the people returned to their sin (2:19). 

They weren’t truly repentant. 

            God used three men (3:1-31) and two women, Deborah and Jael (4:1-24), to 

subdue Israel’s enemies and to show His love and power. He was patiently waiting for 

His people to see His greatness compared to all other powers and to turn their hearts in 

full repentance to Him. 

            Admit that God is the only God. Live in repentance and faith. 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020—Joshua 22-24 

            Joshua was born in Egypt. Joshua was one of the 12 spies who first went into 

the Promised Land. Joshua had been Moses’ assistant. Imagine all that Joshua had 

seen and heard in his life. He knew the names and powers of all the gods and 



goddesses between Israel and Egypt. He knew the temptations people faced to follow 

them. 

            When the people were at rest, he dismissed Reuben, Gad, and half of 

Manasseh to live on the east side of the Jordan. He told them to make every effort to be 

faithful to Yahweh, and he blessed them (22:5-6). When they immediately built an altar, 

the western tribes were ready to go to war to drive out the evil rebellion that had so 

quickly popped up. The eastern tribes reassured their western brothers that this was not 

for sacrifice but as a witness to the glory of God and their connection to the others 

(22:10-29). 

            Joshua prepared the people for his departure by reminding them of the 

faithfulness and goodness of God. If they turned aside from Him, the peoples around 

them and their gods would be like snares to the feet and whips on their backs (23:13). 

God had been faithful to them for 40 years, so there was no reason to walk with the 

gods of the lands of their past or their present. They had a choice, but Joshua knew the 

clear choice for him and his family was serving Yahweh (24:15). 

            God is not tame, but He is good. Love and serve Him only. 


