
Tuesday, October 6, 2020—Zechariah 7-10 

            When a family goes on vacation, they have a choice: do we go to 

church while we’re away? When a person is thrown in jail, he has a decision: 

do I go to chapel? Their locations have changed, but God has not. They have 

to consider why they attend in normal times to know why they would attend 

during an unusual season. God deserves faithful and true worship. 

            As the nation was rebuilding, some people came to the priests and 

asked whether they should fast in the Promised Land as they had fasted in 

exile. “Was it for me you fasted?” God asked them (7:5). When they feasted, 

were they honoring Him? Their hearts were to be seeking Him every day in 

every place—in exile or freedom. Hardened, rebellious hearts were the downfall 

of the previous inhabitants. Those returning from exiles needed to check their 

hearts toward God and could do so by evaluating how they treated the widow, 

poor, alien, and fatherless (7:10). 

            When God called Abraham to follow Him, He told Abraham He would 

bless him and make him a blessing to the nations (see Genesis 12:3). God said 

He would restore His people and this call to be a blessing (8:13), so He 

charged them to be strong and courageous. He called them to speak truth and 

love peace and build a just society (8:14-23). The Lord was going to go to battle 

for them, saving them and blessing them (9:1-17). 

            Pray for strength to walk in the name of the Lord (10:14) and to pursue 

Him each day, regardless of circumstances. 

Monday, October 5, 2020—Zechariah 3-6 

            Zechariah was a part of the generation that returned and began 

rebuilding of the Temple. In a series of visions to Zechariah, God spoke the 

truth of what He was doing in the present and the future. In the first, Zechariah 

saw the high priest, Joshua, standing before God. Satan was there to accuse 

him, but God told Joshua he had taken away his sin, and he clothed him in 

clean, rich garments (3:1-5). 

            God also told Joshua He was sending His servant, the Branch, to take 



away the sin of the land in a single day (3:9). The high priest was not able to 

take away his sin, but the Branch would be able to take away the sin of all the 

people through His service. The Branch was a holy Savior. 

            Zechariah received a message for Zerubbabel, who was rebuilding the 

Temple. “‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’” says the Lord Almighty” 

(4:6). Zerubbabel’s task was vital, but he was not doing it in his own ability. God 

had called. God would empower and see it through. 

            In restoring His people and their homeland, God was working to remove 

thieves and liars and the curse of sin (5:1-13). He was lining up leaders over 

the spiritual and governmental areas who would honor Him and bless the 

people (4:12-14). One day, God would bring the Branch who would unite 

religious and political as Priest and King (6:13). 

            Pray for diligent obedience to the Lord (6:15) so He might show His 

ability to forgive, restore, and empower through you. 

Sunday, October 4, 2020—Haggai 1-2, Zechariah 1-2 

            When God wants to make a message clear, He moves in several 

people so they have a shared vision. God had stirred the king of Persia to send 

His people back to Israel and gave them the charge to rebuild the Temple for 

Yahweh. When the people returned, they laid the foundation but did little else. 

God then moved Haggai to speak to the governor and the high priest to urge 

them to restart the rebuilding process. 

            The people had built nice homes and planted crops, but they were 

harvesting little and losing money. There was an increasing dissatisfaction with 

life in general. God was not blessing their efforts because they were not putting 

Him first (1:11). Aware of their mistake, the people repented and returned to the 

work on the Temple (1:14). Though the Temple would not look as glorious as 

the first, God was going to do greater things in and through that place (2:9). He 

wanted them to take courage (2:4). 

            God stirred Haggai to speak, and He also spoke to Zechariah in a 

series of visions. Zechariah saw the blessing of God coming once again to 



Jerusalem and the fear of God being on the surrounding nations (1:14-17). He 

was going to bring such abundance to His people that it would not be able to be 

measured. “Be still before the Lord, all mankind, because he has roused 

himself from his holy dwelling” (2:13). 

            A fuller vision of who God is and what He wants to do moves His people 

to worship and obey. Pray for a fresh, daily vision of God Himself. 

Saturday, October 3, 2020—Ezra 1-4 

            God had promised His people they would face discipline if they did not 

walk in holiness and repentance. He fulfilled that promises when 

Nebuchadnezzar conquered the nation and took many into exile. God had also 

promised He would restore the people after 70 years of exile. That promise 

came true when King Cyrus of Persia sent the exiles home with the command 

to build a Temple for Yahweh (1:2-4). Only God could move a pagan leader to 

fund His home and urge others to sacrifice with him. 

            As the people prepared to return, they noted the part of the nation or the 

portion of the tribe of Levi from which they descended (2:1-61). Going home 

meant God was restoring His purpose for them to possess the land and serve 

His name. They gave offerings and settled in to rebuild. 

            In the seventh month, they celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles. They 

did not have a building, but they had a God who deserved praise, so they 

offered sacrifices despite the threats of people around them and despite the 

fact nothing was like it had been before. God was greater than any threat or 

excuse. A year later, they began to rebuild the Temple. Most celebrated the 

faithful love of Yahweh, but some grieved because the restored Temple would 

not have the glory of the former (3:8-13). 

            When God works, the enemy tries to keep pace by discouraging and 

deceiving (4:1-24). Pray for courage to do what He says, strength to endure 

opposition, and faith for a better future. 

Friday, October 2, 2020—Esther 8-10 

            Esther made the request no one else in all of Persia could make. She 



asked the king to grant her and her people their lives. She feared his power and 

his emotion, but God was sovereign over this king, and the king granted her 

request and took Haman’s instead on the gallows Haman built for Mordecai. 

God works in all things for the good of those who love Him. 

            Esther then felt the boldness to reveal her kinship to Mordecai, and 

Mordecai left the palace with possession of the ring and the estate of Haman. 

There was still work to be done. The decree against the Jews still was in effect. 

The king had to do something. Esther was much more open than before with 

her willingness to ask the king for his mercy. 

            Kings don’t change their minds. That would show weakness, so Xerxes 

was not going to rescind his order against the Jews. Instead, he gave the Jews 

the authority to take up arms and defend themselves if anyone tried to kill them 

on the day the king had set. The Jews celebrated throughout the kingdom, and 

many people became followers of Yahweh because “the fear of the Jews had 

seized them” (8:16-17). 

            The Jews were celebrating. Mordecai was robed and second-in-

command, and Esther, a Jewish girl, was now Queen Esther. All of this was 

because the king didn’t respect his wife and an Agagite didn’t respect the Jews. 

Praise God for His ability to work all things for the good of those who love Him 

(Romans 8:28). 

Thursday, October 1, 2020—Esther 4-7 

            Esther found herself in a life-and-death situation. Her people were 

scheduled for annihilation. She had never revealed her Jewish identity. 

Mordecai told her that her status as queen would not shield her vulnerability as 

a Jew. She needed to realize God’s hand in putting her in royal position for this 

very reason (4:17). Going to the king without invitation was a potential death-

sentence, but her people had already received one. She had to act. 

            Esther asked Mordecai to gather fellow believers for three days of 

fasting. She and her maids did the same. Then, she went to the king and found 

him extremely welcoming and generous. She invited the king and Haman to a 



banquet she was hosting. When they came, the king offered to give her up to 

half his kingdom, and she asked that they would return for another meal the 

next day. 

            Haman left in high spirits. Then, he saw Mordecai and was reminded 

how much he hated him. He had gallows built on which he planned to have 

Haman hanged and went to the king to ask for this to happen. Meanwhile, the 

king was having a sleepless night, so he had the royal records read to him and 

was reminded of Mordecai’s saving the king’s life. When Haman came in, the 

king asked Haman how the king should honor someone deserving. Haman 

thought the king was thinking of him, so he offered a lavish idea. The king said 

to make it happen for Mordecai. 

            Praise God for His ability to work good out of bad situations. 

Wednesday, September 30, 2020—Esther 1-3 

            Respect is a vital element of a civilized society. Knowing each person 

has been made in the image of God and is due respect because of God’s 

design allows people to form communities that work together, solve problems, 

and flourish. Selfishness and pride often erode respect for others. 

            Alcohol rarely increases the ability to respect others. Combined with 

self-centeredness and foolish pride, alcohol accelerated the removal of Vashti 

as queen and the subsequent search by Xerxes for a new woman to wear the 

crown. Xerxes was drunk on wine and pride, and he treated Vashti like a 

commodity. She rightly refused to be treated as an object, and the “wise” men 

said to put her away. 

            In this brokenness and chaos, God was at work. Esther, a Jewish girl, 

was chosen to be one of the many girls brought before the king as candidates 

for his new queen. She won the favor of all those working with her, and she 

won the approval of the king and was crowned queen (2:17). Sometime later, 

Mordecai, Esther’s cousin and father-figure, uncovered a plot to kill the king, 

and the perpetrators were convicted and hanged. 

            Haman, a highly-honored noble in Persia, was not fond of Mordecai 



 

because Mordecai would not bow to Haman. Haman convinced King Xerxes to 

issue a decree that the Jews would be killed throughout the kingdom. A lack of 

respect had escalated from replacing a queen to murdering a people. 

            Pray for a growing awareness of the image of God in every person.  

  

 


