
 While in jail in Egypt, Joseph was joined by two officers of 
Pharaoh, his cup bearer and his baker. The two of them had dreams they 
could not understand, and Joseph interpreted them correctly. The chief 
baker died, and the cupbearer returned to his position, yet the cupbearer did 
not remember Joseph until two years later. Joseph remained faithful to 
Yahweh through all this difficulty and waited for His deliverance. 
 In time, Pharaoh had a disturbing dream, and the cupbearer 
remembered Joseph. In a dizzying whirlwind of activity, Joseph left prison, 
predicted a famine, and become the second-most powerful man in Egypt. 
He prepared the country for a severe famine and was able to provide for 
Pharaoh’s people when the land began to suffer. Jacob experienced the 
famine as well and sent his sons to Egypt, having no idea Joseph was in 
position to deliver his family. His brothers did not recognize him, but 
Joseph recognized them and used some necessary but uncomfortable tactics 
to give food to his family and fulfill the prophecies of God. 
 Praise God for uncomfortable times which move you toward 
prayer and faithfulness. Thank Him for deliverance from suffering. 
 
Sunday, January 14, 2018—Genesis 43-46 
 The combination of time and heat in an incubator allow the life 
inside an egg to develop to its fullest. The egg may seem constrictive. The 
time may go slowly, yet without the incubation period, life would not be 
possible, or the animal would live in a limited fashion. 
 Joseph lived in Egypt for more than a decade before he began to 
realize the physical blessings of faithfulness to God. His family suffered 
through the famine for two years before Joseph was able to reveal himself 
to them and bring them to Egypt. Simeon had to stay behind in Egypt for 
an unspecified time while his brothers returned home to try and convince 
their father to come with them to Egypt. Hardship does not mean God is 
not at work. Hardship may simply be an important part of incubation. 
 If Jacob and his sons had not been desperate, they never would 
have considered going to Egypt or returning to free Simeon. The 
incubation process of hardship helps identify what is truly important and 
what is expendable. When Joseph saw the desperation in Judah and his 
brothers, he could no longer contain himself, and he revealed to them his 
identity, the providence of God in the situation, and the bounty available to 
them if they moved. When they relocated, they had everything they needed 
even though they were foreigners and shepherds, relegated to Goshen, 
because of their relationship to Joseph. 
 Praise God for His ability to work in difficult time and to bring 
bounty in famine. Thank Him for a relationship with Jesus which 
transforms identity from pauper to child of the King.  
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Monday, January 8, 2018—Genesis 23-26 
 Because God is eternal, those who trust in Him know there will be 
an existence beyond this one. This affects how they live each day, knowing 
the things of this world will pass away, and how they see death, not end but 
a transition from one reality to another. Abraham was the forerunner of this 
faith, and though he did not have a full understanding of eternity, he 
wanted to bury Sarah with dignity and to own the land where she was 
buried. He was willing to pay the price for this important action. 
 Abraham knew marriage and faith were important. When the time 
came for Isaac to have a wife, he sent his servant back to their homeland to 
find a wife for him. Abraham did not want Isaac to marry one of the pagan 
women from Canaan, but he also did not want Isaac to live away from the 
land God had promised to his descendants. The servant went with specific 
instruction to find and bring her back. God answered his prayers with 
Rebekah, and the servant worshiped God for His faithfulness. 
 Ironically, when a famine affected the land, Isaac and Rebekah 
went to Abimelech for refuge, as Abraham and Sarah had done. Like his 
father, Isaac said his wife was his sister, hoping to save his own life. 
Abimelech showed more respect for marriage than they showed faith in 
Yahweh and kept Rebekah from being defiled. God’s mercy led to their 
safety and flourishing. 
 Thank God for His provision and wisdom in our weakness. 
 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018—Genesis 27-29 
 In His sovereign wisdom, God allows human choice and 
consequence, yet somehow the sin and selfishness which corrupt and 
complicate never stop His work or remove Him from His throne. He is the 
true King. 
 The story of Jacob and Esau is a powerful example of this 
powerful, conflicting convergence of His will and man’s corruption. In 
Genesis 25:23, God told Rebekah the two babies within her represented 
two nations which would struggle against one another, and He said the 
older would serve the younger. In that culture, the older was always more 
powerful. God was going to do something unusual with these two. 
 When the babies were adults, their father called Esau o him and 
told him to go hunting and prepare him a meal. Rebekah overheard the 
conversation and had Jacob pretend to be Esau through an elaborate ruse. 
Isaac blessed Jacob, so the older would definitely serve the younger. Esau 
was furious when he found out. He accused Jacob (whose name means 



“deceiver”) of having deceived him twice (when, in fact, Esau had willingly 
given his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew). 
 Was there some other way for Jacob to become superior to Esau? 
We will never know. When man forces his way into what he perceives is 
God’s blessing or will, he tends to make things worse instead of better. 
(Jacob would flee and find himself deceived.) In God’s mercy, He is able to 
take what man corrupts and redeem it for His purposes. 
 Praise God for His wisdom, power, grace, and mercy. 
 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018—Genesis 30-32 
 If we knew God was working for our benefit, what type of peace 
would this bring us? During difficult times, if we were convinced He 
remained sovereign and would work this for our good, we would count it 
joy to persevere. The dilemma, however, is that God’s main goal is not our 
blessing but His glory. God wants the world to worship Him. 
 This is the design He has placed in every human. If we endure 
hardship only because we believe it will lead to blessing, we will eventually 
be disappointed. If we persevere, instead, seeking the glory of God, He will 
bring fulfillment even if the difficulty never goes away. The blessing will be 
seeing Him glorified and enjoying Him no matter the circumstances. 
 Jacob had two wives, and he loved Rachel more than Leah. God 
listened to Leah’s prayers and gave her six sons. Rachel eventually had two 
sons of her own. Their desperation for sons and significance drove them to 
dissatisfaction when God was what they truly needed. Their quest reminds 
us God listens, God remembers, and God works. Despite our flaws, sin, 
and ignorance, He is at work for His glory and our blessing. 
 Laban and Jacob parted ways after accusations of deception. The 
difficulty of leaving led to Jacob’s wrestling with God in the desert. A 
lifelong limp became a reminder of God’s presence, promise, and goodness. 
Thank God for always being at work. Praise Him for remembering, 
listening, and faithfully fulfilling His promises. 
 
Thursday, January 11, 2018—Genesis 33-36 
 Boys leave home for boot camp and return as men. Wide-eyed 
college students leave for college and come home wiser and smarter. Life 
well-lived provides experience and equipping that transforms people. 
 Jacob had fled his homeland and his family to escape the threat of 
his brother Esau caused by Jacob’s deception. After more than 14 years, he 
begins the trek home a changed man. He has wives, children, and abundant 
possessions. At some distance, he sees his brother, and the transformation 
becomes evident. Beyond added years, family, and riches, Jacob is humble. 
Three times in a brief conversation, Jacob calls Esau “my lord.” He insists 
on giving a gift to Esau and comments on the blessing he experiences from 

receiving Esau’s favor. This is a far different Jacob than the one who fled to 
Laban. 
 Jacob made a promise when fleeing home. If God brought him 
back safely, He would be his God, and he would worship Him. God called 
Jacob to complete his promise, so Jacob went to that place and built an 
altar. He changed the name of the place to Bethel, and God changed his 
name to Israel. When Jacob went to see his father Isaac, he was a changed 
man in many ways. The transformation did not, however, remove the 
thread of deception running through the family. Jacob’s sons learned of 
their sister’s defilement, and they used deception to mete out justice for 
Dinah’s devastation. 
 Thank God for the transformation and blessing He brings to the 
faithful. Pray for obedience which brings Him glory. 
 
Friday, January 12, 2018—Genesis 37-39 
 Scripture tell the stories of many good people, but the one true 
Hero is God Himself. He works to make Himself known and to receive the 
worship He deserves. Only He can work through the flawed people He 
chooses to bring about blessing to them and honor to Himself. 
 While Joseph is admirable in many ways, he was imperfect. As a 
young man, he was a thorn in the side of his brothers. They resented him 
because their father loved him more than them. Joseph did not help the 
situation when he began to share details of dreams which showed his 
superiority over them. Their jealousy was evident, and they eventually 
plotted to kill him. Instead, they chose to sell him as a slave and to tell their 
father he was mauled by a wild animal. 
 Joseph arrived in Egypt and established himself as honorable in all 
he did. The wife of his master Potiphar suggested they have an affair, but 
Joseph refused. Potiphar’s wife accused Joseph of trying to defile her, and 
he found himself in jail. Doing the right thing (whether sharing God-given 
visions or choosing God-aligned morals) can lead to short-term pain. Only 
God the Hero could work good from this kind of bad. 
 Joseph’s brother Judah was not as noble, impregnating his 
daughter-in-law. Only God the Hero could take such depravity and use it to 
continue the lineage which would lead to Jesus. Praise God for being the 
One capable of working all things for good and being worthy of worship. 
 
Saturday, January 13, 2018—Genesis 40-42 
 In Experiencing God, author Henry Blackaby says God has a way of 
working in the lives of His people that repeats itself over time. The way He 
worked in the past may give clues about how He will work in the future. 
Joseph made himself a nuisance to his brothers by sharing the dreams God 
had given. That ability to deal with dreams would become his salvation. 


