
Thursday, May 13, 2021—Psalms 97-99 

            In February 2021, Tom Brady won his seventh Super Bowl contest. No 

player has even won seven. No franchise has won that many. One day, Tom Brady 

will retire because he will no longer have the skills necessary to perform at the 

level he desires, but he will be remembered as a champion. 

            There are times when God’s people are hurting or burdened. They can’t 

seem to catch a break. In those moments, Psalm 97 becomes a welcome song, 

Despite the circumstances, the Lord reigns (97:1). One look to creation is a 

reminder of His righteousness and gory (97:6). Those who serve other gods will 

one day be ashamed as they bow before Him (97:7). Remembering His holiness 

can embolden the righteous to endure. 

            When Tom Brady wins a Super Bowl, his fans celebrate. Their joy is visible 

and audible. Living room high fives and citywide parades acknowledge the 

accomplishment. Imagine the celebration God deserves. All of creation makes 

noise to recognize His worth (98:7-8). How much more should His people, those 

made in His image and released from bondage, shout and clap and sing? While 

celebrities and nations rise and fall, God remains unchanging. He is the Victor—

then, now, and forever. 

            God is the Champion, the King over the whole earth (99:1). He is holy, 

greater than all and unlike any other. He loves justice and guides His people 

faithfully. Praise Him today. Celebrate knowing the greatest of all time. Take 

comfort in your weakness that He remains strong and worthy. 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021—Psalms 94-96 

            If God is in control of everything, why does the world seem to be 

increasingly out of control? Bad people hurt good people. Vulnerable people have 

no one to defend them. Why doesn’t God do something? 

            The Psalmist wondered these things in Psalm 94. He saw injustice all 

around him, and he called on God to rise up and take vengeance. He did not seek 

to avenge others himself. He knew only God was capable and worthy to do so. He 

sees all. He hears all. In time, He will stand up against evil and wickedness. On His 



own timetable, He will pay back and destroy (94:23). “When I am filled with cares, 

your comfort brings me joy” (94:19). 

            God had shown His expectations for righteousness with His own people. 

They had grown bitter and complained about His plans while they journeyed 

toward the Promised Land from Egypt, and they had rebelled against His call to 

invade the land. He told them they would wander for 40 years and not enter the 

land. That took an entire generation but came true. He is a God worthy of worship 

and allegiance (95:1-7). He keeps His word. 

            Despite the chaos around him, the Psalmist knew God was in control. The 

world could not be shaken to the point that He lost His hold on everything. He 

would one day come and judge fairly with His standards of righteousness and 

faithfulness (96:10-13). Give thanks to God for His steady hand and firm grip. Sing 

to Him even in the turmoil of life. 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021—Psalms 91-93 

            “If you eat your supper, then you can have dessert.” Parents try to teach 

their children the power of “if-then” statements at the dinner table. “If you have the 

right documents, then you can renew your license.” Public safety officials use “if-

then” statements as well. People have to meet certain conditions before they can 

receive specific benefits. 

            The Psalmist celebrated the benefits of knowing the Most High God. There 

was shelter and refuge in Him. Fear was reduced, and victory was increased (91:1-

8). All of this was conditional, however. “Because you have made the Lord your 

refuge . . .” (91:9) and “Because he has set his heart on me . . .” (91:14), then 

these things were true and available. If God is not your God, then He cannot 

provide the benefits of being God. 

            Celebrating these benefits is a good thing (92:1). Giving thanks to Him is 

the response of a heart satisfied in Him and a life enriched by Him. The righteous 

will thrive and bear fruit even in old age (92:14). They declare He is just, and they 

proclaim He is their rock. He deserves all the glory. 

            The floods of life will come and may seem to drown out the praise He 



deserves and steal the power He possesses. Despite these difficulties, God 

remains enthroned and robed in majesty. His Kingdom cannot be shaken (93:1-2). 

He is greater than the roar of the waves of catastrophe. 

            Praise God for who He is. Thank Him for the benefits that come from 

knowing, enjoying, loving, and trusting Him. 

Monday, May 10, 2021—Psalms 88-90 

            Therapists know the power of verbal expression. They usually spend more 

time listening to their patients than they do speaking to them. Giving their clients 

time to talk allows the client to describe feelings and emotions and to assess 

situations. The session may end without any specific resolution to a problem, but 

talking out loud has been helpful. 

            Psalm 88 expresses frustration and desperation over the writer’s state of 

affairs. He has faced continual conflict. His family and friends are far from him. He 

feels his life will have more usefulness to God and bring more praise to Him if he is 

delivered. He ends the song without any indication that things have improved. The 

song is an expression of hope that God hears (88:10). Sometimes, that’s all His 

people have to hold on to. 

            Psalm 89 provides a powerful companion for Psalm 88. The Psalmist says 

he will sing about the Lord’s constant love forever (89:1). The Lord is faithful and 

fulfills His covenant. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne 

(89:14). Even on those days when there seem to be no answers or relief, He is 

good and trustworthy. There will be days of discouragement and discipline (89:38-

51), but He remains worthy of praise. 

            Psalm 90 affirms the sovereignty of God over all things. He created time 

and mankind. He sets a limit to life’s span, so His people should seek His wisdom 

to make the most of their days (90:12). Pray for His joy, satisfaction, and favor no 

matter the circumstances you face. 

Sunday, May 9, 2021—Psalms 85-87 

            Parenting is nothing short of an adventure. Shaping children so they 

become faithful followers of Christ and influential members of society leads to 



highs and lows. Parents teach the same lesson repeatedly. They discipline and 

forgive over and over. They set the direction for their kids. 

            The Psalmist knew God to be a faithful Father. He had been abundantly 

gracious and forgiving. He had restored the fortunes of His people (85:1-3). 

Knowing His character from the past, the Psalmist leaned on that consistency to 

ask for God’s forgiveness and restoration in the present. He asked for God to pour 

out His grace, love, and truth so His people could walk once again in 

righteousness and peace. God would point them in the way of holiness so they 

wouldn’t again walk in foolishness. 

            While God is holy and hates sin, He is also forgiving and abounding in 

faithful love. He is ready to forgive those who call on Him (86:5). The Psalmist 

asked that God would fill him with joy (86:4) and show him the way to walk in life 

(86:11). He asked God to keep his heart undivided so he would worship and honor 

God and not stray to the idols that filled his world. There is no one like God (86:8). 

            When someone comes to know God personally, he declares, “My whole 

source of joy is in you” (87:7). The stability and glory of Jerusalem point to the 

unshakeable and abundant life available in Him. Praise God for His faithfulness 

and His blessing in your life. Walk faithfully with Him. 

Saturday, May 8, 2021—Psalms 82-84 

            Modern technology knows the actions and tendencies of its users. Step 

counters offer advice for personal health. Algorithms suggest products and 

websites of interest. Security cameras see all. Little is private any more. 

            Long before anyone imagined technology, the Psalmist wrote of One who 

knew everything. The Psalmist urged the authorities to protect the needy and the 

fatherless and to uphold justice for the oppressed and destitute (82:3). God had 

put them in charge for that very purpose, and He would judge them (82:1). They 

were not establishing a kingdom for themselves because they would one day die 

themselves (82:7). They were His chosen representatives and needed to behave 

as such. 

            Those who did not choose God’s way were His enemies, and their future 



was one of certain destruction. Many through the years have sought the 

destruction of Israel, wanting to wipe out the name of God’s people (83:4). That 

has not gone well for any of them. They have become like tumbleweed, straw in 

the wind (83:13), before the hand of God. God has shamed and disgraced them 

and honored His name and His people. 

            The one who considers the power and knowledge of God will either run 

away in fear (though he cannot hide) or will be amazed at the vast wisdom and 

ability of this one. Being His servant is immeasurably better than possessing one’s 

own kingdom (84:10) because Yahweh grants favor and honor to those who live 

with integrity and trust (84:11-12). 

            Praise God for all He knows and does. Trust and follow Him. 

Friday, May 7, 2021—Psalms 79-81 

            They stare off in the distance, motionless. Others huddle together and 

embrace, weeping. When the unthinkable has become reality, the surprise and 

sorrow are devastating. Natural disaster, war, and other tragedies touch the 

deepest parts of the heart and the soul. 

            The Psalmist looked around and saw the most unimaginable sight. The 

Temple had been breached. The priests and Levites were killed. The people of 

God were a reproach. Imagine the mental confusion, the spiritual darkness, and 

the emotional weight of the moment. Yahweh was the great I Am, but His people 

were suddenly vulnerable. “How long, Lord?” (79:5). The writer asked God to turn 

His anger toward the heathen and destroy them. He begged God to restore His 

people so they could glorify Him, thank Him, and praise Him again. He wanted the 

nations to honor God. 

            God’s people knew the irreplaceable gift of the presence of God. When 

they faced the unthinkable or felt the aggression of a foreign people, they sensed 

God’s face had turned away. Rather than worrying or giving up, they brought their 

concerns to God Himself. Though He may have turned away, He continued to 

listen (80:1). They trusted in this despite the circumstances. His presence alone 

had made them a great nation. 



 

            Some of the time, God explains, the devastation His people face is not 

because He doesn’t listen. The problem arises when they don’t listen to Him 

(81:11). Just as the people call on God to listen, He does the same. 

            Praise God for listening. Pray for listening ears and obedient feet.  


