
Sunday, September 9, 2018—2 Chronicles 30-32 
            King Hezekiah rededicated the Temple during his reign in a process that took a great deal of 
time, effort, and thought. When the work in Jerusalem had finished, he sent couriers throughout the 
land saying, “Israelites, return to the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel so that he may 
return t those of you who remain, who have escaped the grasp of the kings of Assyria” (30:6). He 
encouraged them to avoid the mistakes of so many others who were obstinate and had experienced 
God’s anger. He wanted them to know God’s mercy and pleasure. “He was diligent in every deed 
that he began in the service of God’s temple, in the instruction and the commands, in order to seek 
his God, and he prospered” (31:21). 
            Unknowingly, Hezekiah was setting an example for the generation who would read about 
him in Chronicles. They had returned not from Assyria but from Babylon. The Temple was 
destroyed, and the wall lay in ruins. They had much work to do, and his example would remind 
them of the mercy of God, the necessity of obedience, and the effort required to follow faithfully. 
The call was to all the people—priest, Levite, king, servant, man, and woman. Yahweh deserved the 
allegiance of all. 
            When faced with opposition, Hezekiah reminded the people their enemies had only human 
strength, “but we have the LORD our God to help us and to fight our battles” (32:8). The Assyrians 
mocked them for their faith in Yahweh, but God sent an angel and drove them out. 
            Praise God for the blessings of faith and obedience. 
 
Saturday, September 8, 2018—2 Chronicles 26-29 
            Faith is an equal opportunity gift from God. No matter the age, gender, socio-economic 
status, nationality, or appearance, people can place their trust in the God of all creation and His Son 
Jesus Christ. That faith begins a relationship which allows God to bring abundant life and daily 
purpose through the godliness He empowers in the believer. 
            As God’s people rebuilt the nation, they read the examples of their ancestors—what they did 
right and wrong. Continually, the Chronicler celebrated those times when the king, young or old, 
trusted in Yahweh. At 16, Uzziah became king, and he “sought God throughout the lifetime of 
Zechariah, the teacher of the fear of God. During the time that he sought the LORD, God gave him 
success” (26:5). 
            Faith never has an expiration date, so obedience is always the path to growing faith. At one 
point, Uzziah decided he wanted to perform an act only the priests could perform. He may have 
been sincere. He may have wanted to worship more deeply, but he was disobedient, and God gave 
him a skin condition to discipline him. No one earns the right to disobey. 
            Ahaz had the godly examples of his father and grandfather, Jotham and Uzziah, and likely 
heard stories of the folly of his grandfather, but he chose to walk faithlessly despite the evidence 
(28:1-4). God allowed Aram and others to attack, inflict damage, and bring humility (28:19). Instead 
of repenting, Ahaz drifted further into idolatry and disobedience. 
            Pray for faith which continually matures despite obstacles. 
 
Friday, September 7, 2018—2 Chronicles 23-25 
            In the United States, the principle of the separation of church and state is important. The 
Founding Fathers knew the problems that can arise when the religious and the political become the 
same entity. God has ordained both, but the corruption in the Church which led to the Reformation 
was proof that their separation made both better. 
            Long before this separation, God’s people lived with a system where the “church” and the 
“state” were one entity, yet there were three authorities—prophets, priests, and kings. When 



Athaliah wrested power for herself, Jehoida the priest hid her grandson Joash until the proper time. 
Then, this faithful priest organized other priests and Levites to stage a coup and restore Joash as the 
rightful king (23:11). He knew the wickedness of Athaliah and the promise of God to keep a son of 
David on the throne, and he worked toward keeping that promise. 
            For those restoring the nation, this story was important to remember the partnership to 
which He has called His people. He is sovereign, but they are His servants. When things are out of 
line with His expectations, they work toward repentance and restoration. This may take effort and 
sacrifice, but they can count on His provision and protection. 
            This group effort led to national revival (23:17). The people themselves, not the king, tore 
down pagan shrine and idols. When Jehoida died, Joash and the people failed in their faithfulness. 
Though “church” and “state” may be separate, political leaders need good spiritual counselors. 
            Pray for political decision makers to live by biblical principles. 
 
Thursday, September 6, 2018—2 Chronicles 20-22 
            So often, prayer is a private event. Jesus prayed alone in the Garden. Paul likely prayed alone 
in prison. Believers throughout history have walked through lonely seasons propped up and 
propelled by their personal times of petition. Prayer is also a community activity. 
            When Jehoshaphat learned of a vast collection of armies marching against him and his 
people, he determined to seek Yahweh and called on the nation to fast, and they, too, decided to 
seek the Lord (20:3-4). Then, the king led them in corporate prayer where they first worshiped God 
for His character and provision. Then, they asked Him to do something about the impending 
danger. There was no sugar-coating the situation. This was a dire situation, and they needed His 
intervention. “We don’t know what to do, but we look to you” (20:12). Jahaziel assured them the 
battle was not theirs but the Lord’s, and they were to march out to see His mighty hand at work. He 
was surely with them (20:17), and they found unexpected victory. 
            Imagine the honor the people gave to Jehoshaphat for leading them to victory, though there 
was not a sword raised or an arrow shot. Prayer and obedience led the people to success, and the 
king enjoyed the benefit of God’s blessing. Contrast that with Jehoshaphat’s successor, Jehoram. He 
lived unfaithfully toward Yahweh and eventually died, “to no one’s regret” (21:20). Jehoram’s 
successor, Ahaziah, lived unfaithfully, and his eventual death led to total chaos in the kingdom. 
            Thank God for prayer and its empowering effect on faithfulness. 
 
Wednesday, September 5, 2018—17-19 
            Walking with the Lord requires discipline and intentionality. Old habits are always lurking. 
New temptations crouch at the door. When Jehoshaphat became king, “he again removed the high 
places and Asherah poles from Judah” (17:6). He took a stand for righteousness as the king and 
made an impact on the greater culture as a result. This is what leaders do. 
            God blessed Jehoshaphat because he sought God, and his mind rejoiced in His ways (17:4-
6). He knew the necessity of teaching this truth to all the people, so he sent teachers throughout the 
land. The people would not simply absorb the truth from his example. They needed to hear 
personally the truth of God and choose to obey. 
            Jehoshaphat had the gift of discernment. When in discussion about potential military action 
with Israel, Jehoshaphat encouraged King Ahab to inquire of the Lord before acting. Ahab brought 
prophets to speak positively, but Jehoshaphat knew these men were not speaking for Yahweh (18:6). 
Micaiah came forward and said the attack would be the end of Israel, and Ahab threw him in prison. 
Micaiah was transparent and said if Ahab succeed in battle, then Micaiah was not God’s spokesman. 
Ahab proceeded and died in battle (18:34). Micaiah was truly the prophet he claimed to be. 



            Though Jehoshaphat foolishly sided with Ahab, he was not without merit. He urged the 
judges he appointed to serve with integrity because they were representing Yahweh and serving Him 
(19:6-7). Pray for the leaders in your life to seek God wholeheartedly and lead others into integrity. 
 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018—2 Chronicles 14-16 
            King Asa had proper perspective. He rid the land of pagan altars and worship places and 
told the people of Judah to seek the Lord and carry out the instruction and commands (14:4). After 
fortifying the people spiritually, he then fortified the land militarily. Military might was of great 
importance but secondary to spiritual obedience. 
            When his army marched out against the Cushites, they were outnumbered nearly two to one. 
Asa called out in prayer, knowing only God could help the mighty and the weak. “Help us, LORD 
God, for we depend on you, and in your name we have come against this large army. LORD, you are 
our God. Do not let a mere mortal hinder you” (14:11). God energized them to defeat a stronger 
enemy. 
            God’s mighty work stirred a revival in the land. Asa led further spiritual cleansing, and the 
people responded with national repentance, making an oath to seek the Lord with all their heart and 
soul. “All Judah rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn it with all their mind. They had sought 
him with all their heart, and he was found by them. So the LORD gave them rest on every side” 
(15:15). Spiritual health helped provide national peace though the northern kingdom did not follow 
suit. 
            Spiritual growth and health require constant attention and discipline. When faced with 
another enemy, Asa relied on economic leverage rather than prayerful dependence. The seer Hanani 
chided him for his lack of faith and predicted war as a result (16:9). 
            Pray for constant repentance, dependence, and growth. 
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Monday, September 3, 2018—2 Chronicles 10-13 
            Lord Acton said power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Throughout 
history, those in power have often made poor decisions in regards to their power and position. 
Those with the greatest power have often been those who have made the most heinous mistakes. 
            God made clear, with each king of Israel, that he was to choose God’s ways and find 
blessing. God would not force him to do so. When Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, became king, he 
allowed the power to corrupt him. The people asked for some leniency, and his older advisers urged 
him to comply, but his younger advisers said he should put even more pressure on the people. 
Because he did not listen to the people (10:15), the people rebelled. The rift this caused between the 
northern tribes and David remained at the time of the writing of Chronicles (10:19). 
            Those reading Chronicles and rebuilding Israel had several truths to consider. The leader was 
under the direction of God, but he was also in relationship to the people. God wanted the king to 
lead courageously and obediently, but He also wanted His people treated with respect because they 
were made in His image and called to personal obedience. 
            Rehoboam’s initial mistake did not prevent his later obedience (11:17), walking in the ways 
of David. Jeroboam’s call from God did not prevent him from later disobedience, appointing his 
own preists (11:15). Failure is not final. The past does not fully dictate the future. 
            Seek the Lord (12:14). Walk consistently and humbly in obedience. 
  
 


