
Monday, August 26, 2019—1 Chronicles 14-16 

            Some people read the instructions before assembling a product or putting it 

into use. Others give it a go without reading the first word and only consult the 

instructions when things go wrong. God’s people had a history of the latter, living 

haphazardly and suffering the consequences. 

            The Chronicler was recounting the history of Israel to prepare the exiles 

returning from Babylon for life under God in the Promised Land. In turning his 

attention to King David, he described David’s approach toward his enemies. He 

consulted God first to know what to do (14:10, 14). He knew they were a problem. 

He knew they were unbelievers, but he did not presume to know what to do. The 

greatest king remained dependent on Yahweh, so this new generation had no 

better plan that to do the same. 

            King David had his share of mistakes as well. He learned the hard way not 

to move impulsively without reading the instructions. Uzzah had died because they 

did not move the Ark of the Covenant as God prescribed in Scripture, so David 

made sure they followed His instructions when they tried again (15:2, 13). While 

David was pleasing to the Lord this time, he disgusted his wife with his overt joy 

before the Lord (15:20). Pleasing God will sometimes make others uncomfortable 

or fill them with contempt. David would be quick to tell anyone he would gladly 

become even more undignified if it brought greater praise to Yahweh. 

            Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love endures forever (16:34). 

Thank Him for His instructions that lead to abundant life. 

Sunday, August 25, 2019—1 Chronicles 10-13 

            Joe Friday was a police detective in the television show Dragnet. He was a 

no-nonsense officer who was famous for saying, “Just the facts, ma’am. Just the 

facts.” There was no need for extraneous details in the search for the truth. 

            The Chronicler seemed to have a somewhat similar approach. He went 

from nine chapters of chronological facts directly into the life and death of Saul 

(10:1-12). He did not mention the period of the judges or the ministry of Samuel. 

As the people rebuilt, they would need a political leader, so they needed to see the 



flaws of Saul (10:13) and not repeat them.           

            God would raise up leaders for His people, but those leaders could not do 

their work alone. David had a core of three who were willing to sacrifice 

themselves for him (11:1-19) and a group of 30 who made him safe and successful 

(11:20-47). In addition, David had troops from every tribe (12:23-37). They 

represented a variety of ethnicities and geographies but all worked in unity. If 

David needed troops to begin his reign, the new leaders in Jerusalem would need 

support from every tribe as well. Living in peace first requires winning the peace. 

            The freedom which comes from peace allows God’s people to worship as 

He demands. David looked to bring back the ark but did so in a way God had not 

prescribed, and it cost Uzzah his life (13:10). God’s people must worship, but 

according to His demands, not their desires. 

            Thank God for freedom and worship. Use both wisely. 

Saturday, August 24, 2019—1 Chronicles 7-9 

            In order to rebuild, God’s people had to consider a number of issues. They 

would not simply journey back home and pick up where they left off. They would 

have to do the hard work of rebuilding the Temple, the wall, and their homes. In 

addition, they would need protection from the surrounding peoples and nations, 

many of whom had laid claim to Jerusalem in the 70 years of exile. Knowing God’s 

people had once been appointed to military service encouraged the new 

generation to do the same. Every tribe played their part (7:1-12). 

            Name after name represent the faithfulness of God. From the largest tribe 

to the smallest, He fulfilled the promise He gave to Abraham to make him into a 

great nation. Those listening to the reading of the Chronicler’s scroll would hear 

their family name and know they remained a part of what God had started and 

wanted to renew in them. 

            When they returned, the first were common people and Levites (9:2). They 

didn’t need great leaders to get started, but they could not forego the worship of 

God. The priests and Levites would help them avoid the forgetfulness that led to 

exile in the first place. Only after detailing the leaders of worship did the Chronicler 



begin to discuss leadership, as he reviewed the family tree of King Saul (9:25-44). 

Civil and political leadership are critical, but spiritual leadership is primary. 

            Praise God for His new mercies every morning. Pray for daily surrender to 

His leadership and alignment with the spiritual leaders in life. 

Friday, August 23, 2019—1 Chronicles 4-6 

            Parents work hard to provide their children with things they themselves 

didn’t have—comforts, possessions, opportunities, and more. Sometimes they can 

forget the value of suffering. Hard work and self-denial are often the pathway to 

success, and they may deprive their children of learning those lessons by providing 

too much and expecting too little. 

            The exiles were returning from Babylon to Israel to rebuild the land and 

reestablish their families. Chronicles gives the lineage of God’s people and tells of 

a man named Jabez. His name was a continual reminder of the pain his mother 

experienced in birthing him, yet he did not allow his past to define him. He asked 

God to bless him and give him more lands. This was not a selfish request but a 

recognition of the call of God to use one’s possessions to bless others. God 

granted his request (4:9-10). 

            The Chronicler wanted the Jews to see themselves in Jabez. They would 

be nothing based on their past, but they could flourish if they surrendered to God. 

He wanted to bless them. They needed to seek it. They also had the choice of 

being like Reuben (5:1). They could live dishonorably, and their God-designed 

blessing would go to another. 

            As they rebuilt, they could not forget the line of Levi, the priestly line (6:1-

81). They were the bridge between God and man, just as Israel was to be the 

bridge between God and the nations. Pray for God to show clearly His design for 

you. Seek to live in love and obedience. 

Thursday, August 22, 2019—1 Chronicles 1-3 

            A small-town football coach regularly told his players as they prepared to 

unload from their bus, “Remember who you are, where you come from, and who 

you represent.” He wanted that moment of reflection on identity to affect activity. 



The Chronicler hoped for the same. 

            After the dark chapter of Babylonian exile, God’s people were ready to 

write a new chapter as they returned to Israel and rebuilt. The Chronicler knew his 

people needed a refresher on Israel’s history—its ups and downs—if they were to 

flourish and avoid sinful mistakes. What he wrote for a new generation mirrored 

Samuel and Kings their ancestors had personally lived. 

            Chronicles begins with lots of names. The returning exiles were following in 

the footsteps of people whose legacy stretched all the way back to Adam himself 

(1:1). Theirs was a story far bigger than themselves. This was God’s story and His 

plan for humanity from the beginning of time. 

            From Adam, the Chronicler traced a line to Abraham (1:25), the one God 

promised to give a multitude of descendants. The names that follow (2:1 and 

thereafter) represent the tiniest portion of those who eventually outnumbered the 

stars. God keeps His promises, something important to remember when beginning 

a new life. 

            Adam, Abraham, Israel, Judah, and David (2:15) represented the legacy of 

the readers. They had a rich history and a high calling. Those who follow the Son 

of David, Jesus Christ, have the same. Thank God for history that points to Jesus 

and the Spirit who empowers us to live as Jesus. 

Wednesday, August 21, 2019—Lamentations 1-5 

            There are times one feels regret because he didn’t make the team or she 

didn’t pass the test, yet the regret is tempered by the assurance that he or she 

gave the very best effort. It simply wasn’t enough. Other times, there is deep, soul-

crushing regret because what has gone wrong is a direct result of poor execution, 

laziness, or outright rebellion. This is the sorrow of Lamentations. Jeremiah wept 

over the needless destruction he saw. 

            God’s people had clear direction from God about how to live in abundance, 

yet they lost their sensitivity to Him and lost their way. The Babylonians destroyed 

the walls and the Temple, so the city was a visual representation of the spiritual 

condition of God’s people—no protection, no identity, no abundance—tossed aside 



like a filthy rag (1:8). Jeremiah saw God as active in this discipline. He was acting 

against sin (2:1-8, 17). 

            Jeremiah felt a massive weight because of the devastation (3:1-20), but 

there was still hope (3:21). His mercies are new every morning. “The Lord is 

wonderfully good to those who wait for him and seek him” (3:25). God does not 

enjoy the sorrow sin causes (3:33), so Jeremiah pled with God to be his lawyer 

(3:58-60). 

            What Jeremiah saw convinced him that the anger of God was now satisfied 

(4:11). Surely, the unthinkable things that had taken place had placated His wrath 

toward sin. Jeremiah called on God to remember (5:1) and to restore (5:21). He 

had the power to crush and to make new. 

            Praise God for new mercies, deep compassion, and true holiness. 

Tuesday, August 20, 2019—Jeremiah 50-52 

            “Do you believe in miracles? Yes!” Watching one of the greatest 

achievements in Olympic history, Al Michaels exclaimed these words as the US 

Olympic hockey team beat the Russians in 1980 in Lake Placid, New York. What 

no one thought could happen—the American amateurs’ defeating the mighty 

Russians—was a stunning reality. 

            “Tell the whole world,” God said to Jeremiah, “Babylon will fall!” (50:2). This 

powerful people with a juggernaut of an army was going to crumble. Imagine the 

emotions this stirred in Jeremiah’s listeners. Could this be true? How would this 

happen? Impossible. Ludicrous. 

            The empire would not last, and God’s people would return home in 

repentance and humility. God was going to forgive their sin and restore their land 

to them (50:19-20). Only God could accomplish this miracle. 

            Babylon would fall because of their idolatry (50:38) just as Israel had fallen, 

yet God was restoring His people. “For the Lord Almighty has not forsaken Israel 

and Judah. He is still their God, even though their land was filled with sin against 

the Holy One of Israel” (51:5). The work God would do would be overwhelming and 

complete. There would be no doubt Babylon had fallen, and all would be amazed 



 

that it happened. 

            Before Babylon could fall, Jerusalem had to fall, and the Babylonians 

destroyed the Temple (52:1-30). The sin of God’s people brought disgrace, 

suffering, and shame. Judah had nothing left. Restoration would be the work of a 

gracious, compassionate, and powerful God. 

            Praise God for His miraculous power to destroy sin and bring life.  


