
Sunday, February 25, 2018—Numbers 28-30 
            Children thrive on repetition. “Do it again!” they say. They enjoy the same books, stories, and 
activities, but when they grow up, there is little time for that kind of childish simplicity. Too many demands 
get in the way. 
            God knows the joy and wonder of repetition and the way that repetition reminds of what is familiar 
and true. In Numbers 28 and 29 He prescribed a system of sacrifices for Israel that would remind them of 
His authority and position in their lives. Each day, morning and evening, the priests were to offer sacrifices. 
Once each week, on the Sabbath, a special sacrifice was added to that process. Once each month, on the new 
moon, a unique sacrifice was to be offered. Daily, weekly, and monthly, the nation paused to remember that 
Yahweh was indeed their God. 
            In addition to these, there were three annual festivals that provided opportunity for God’s people to 
praise Him and offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and repentance. Passover began the year, the Festival of 
Weeks, about eight weeks later, celebrated His faithfulness to bring produce from the ground, and the Feast 
of Tabernacles, about three months after Weeks, was a week-long celebration of His faithfulness and included 
the Day of Atonement, a day of complete rest and contemplation. During this week, dozens of bulls and 
hundreds of other animals were sacrificed in a lavish display of the sovereignty of God and the dependency 
of Israel on Him. The repetition was a gracious command of God so His people could worship, repent, and 
teach their children about Yahweh’s reality. 
            Thank God for the ability to worship Him. 
 
Saturday, February 24, 2018—Numbers 25-27 
            One cannot overstate the passion God has for His children to worship Him alone. He is a jealous 
God and will not share His glory with another. This is not arrogance or a lack of self-esteem. This is a 
recognition by Yahweh that He alone is the Great I Am. For His people to worship another is completely 
incorrect. No one else is as great as He, so for someone to receive this worship is simply wrong. 
            Balak had asked Balaam to curse the people of God, yet Balaam would not because God made clear 
Israel was blessed. Instead of attacking by way of spiritual curse or military might, Balak sent the women of 
Midian to entice the men of Israel, and they succeeded. What the king could not do by might or coercion the 
women did by seduction. The greatest enemy Israel faced was not armies or terrain or weather but 
themselves. 
            When Phinehas saw an Israelite man walking through the camp with a Midianite women, he took the 
drastic step of killing them both. God honored this otherwise horrifying action because it illustrated the 
cataclysmic choice the people were making—sentencing themselves to death through idolatry. Life is precious 
because God puts His image on every being, so taking life is forbidden unless, as in this instance, the life is 
one that has abandoned God and His design on that life. 
            Praise God for being the Great I Am and the one true God. Pray for a life devoted solely to Him that 
leads others to worship and obey. 

 
  
Friday, February 23, 2018—Numbers 21-24 
            Because God is the author of all creation, He has power over all He has made. These chapters tell two 
of the more interesting stories of the interaction between man and animal and demonstrate the desire God 
has for His name to be praised and His will to be obeyed. They are a reminder that nothing will ultimately 
thwart the plans He has. 
            When the people once again began to complain and doubt the ability of Moses and God Himself, 
God sent snakes into the camp which brought death to the people. Their plea to Moses was for his 
intercession and their delivery from the snakes. Sometimes, God answers prayers in ways different from the 
request. Instead of taking away the snakes, He asked Moses to make a symbol of the snakes to which the 
people would look when bitten so that they would not die. Instead of removing the consequence of their sin, 
He provided a solution to their sin which symbolized the poor choices they had made. 
            Jesus told Nicodemus He had to be lifted up like the bronze serpent in the desert. He would become 
the symbol of sin to which people could look in faith. Trusting in Him brings healing from the stain of sin. 



            God used snakes to draw His people to repentance, and He used a talking donkey to get Balaam’s 
attention. Balaam knew he could not curse God’s people even though Balak asked him repeatedly to do so. 
The words from the mouth of the beast confirmed what Balaam knew to be true. 
            Praise God for affirming His truth in numerous, powerful ways. 

 
Thursday, February 22, 2018—Numbers 18-20 
            John Calvin, the great theologian, said the human heart is an idol factory. God has made man to 
worship Him, but the heart is deceitful and beyond cure (Jeremiah 17:9) and searches for many other objects 
and avenues of worship and devotion. How we worship and what we worship demonstrate the condition of 
our souls and the direction of our thought. 
            God told the Levites to lead the people in worship—either through the priestly service of Aaron’s line 
or the manual labor of the remainder of the tribe of Levi in handling the Tabernacle itself. God established a 
system of giving where all the tribes gave the firstborn of their flocks and the firstfruits of their fields to 
Yahweh. They gave a tenth of their produce and profits to demonstrate their faith and obedience. In doing 
so, they worshiped Yahweh and avoided the idol of materialism and success. 
            What they gave directly benefited the Levites, and God had the Levites practice the same tithing 
process (18:26). Though dependent on Yahweh and the people, they were not exempt from obedience and 
the need to avoid the idol of materialism. They were to give the best to Yahweh and enjoy the bounty of what 
remained. 
            Few people claim Numbers as their favorite book in the Bible, and that is no surprise. Chapter after 
chapter of selfish people complaining about not getting their way is not encouraging, yet its content is 
absolutely relevant. We need Jesus to help us overcome ourselves. 
 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018—Numbers 15-17 
            When someone invites another to a gathering, the first might ask, “What can I bring?” Good 
hospitality from host and guest tends to build strong relationships. Knowing God has invited you into a 
relationship with Him, what can you bring? What could you possibly offer? 
            Numbers would suggest you make Him a meal. Describing the sacrifices the people were to bring, 
they included the animal sacrifice along with a grain offering and a drink offering. From confessing sin to 
professing thanks, the people were enhancing their fellowship with Yahweh by bringing the elements of a 
good meal—meat, bread, and drink. The result was that the sacrifice was a pleasing aroma to Yahweh (15:3). 
            On this side of the cross, believers have Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb, His body as the bread, and His 
blood as the covenant wine. When approaching God in prayer and song, believers have nothing more 
pleasing to God than Jesus Himself. Declare His righteousness and your dependence on Him for all this good 
and life-giving. Praising Jesus is pleasing to God the Father and a rich act of worship for the believer. 
            Continually remembering Jesus is the antidote to the problem that plagued Korah and those that 
rebelled with him. They doubted God’s plan and placement of Moses and Aaron in places of leadership. In 
humility, Moses and Aaron interceded for the people, and God definitively demonstrated His sovereignty and 
Korah’s destructive sin. 
            Thank God for Jesus and humble leaders who patiently lead, passionately pray, and tirelessly work. 

 
  
Tuesday, February 20, 2018—Numbers 11-14 
            God is not afraid of the emotions of His people. He is, after all, the One who made people to feel and 
be expressive. What troubles God is when His people begin to express those emotions with such conviction 
that they doubt His goodness and wish for someone else to be in control. Saying, “God, I don’t understand 
what you are doing. I am confused and sad,” is far different from saying, “God, you have made my life 
miserable. You are obviously mistaken and incapable.” 
            When the people grumbled because their diet lacked meat, Moses longed to die. His humility before 
God was unlike any other man’s (12:3), and he struggled to know how to lead such emotionally bankrupt 
people. God raised up leaders to share the load, and he also disciplined the people with fire and food. God 
can often help people see the folly of their wishes. 



            Miriam, too, suffered because she doubted the goodness and wisdom of God. In humility, Moses 
interceded for her, and she was healed. Why Aaron was spared is unknown, yet one can imagine he was 
humbled by the ordeal because he had complained alongside Miriam. 
            These events should have been instructive to the nation. Instead when the spies came back, 10 said 
taking the land was impossible. The people cried out and longed for a new leader to take them back to Egypt. 
Moses interceded for them, and God forgave them but sentenced them to 38 more years of mediocrity when 
abundance had been His plan. 
            Pray for al life of transparency and obedience. 
 
 
Monday, February 19, 2018—Numbers 7-10 
            A growing sector of society emphasizes fairness and good feelings, wanting every child to receive a 
trophy or asking teachers to stop using tests and grades. They have this mistaken notion that everyone should 
receive the same thing. History proves this is neither practical nor beneficial. 
            When Moses finished consecrating the Tabernacle, he gave the Gershonites two carts and four oxen. 
He gave the Merarites four carts and eight oxen, and the Kohathites received none of either. No one cried 
about unfairness because they all knew they had different roles and needs. 
            In Ephesians 4:7 Paul notes the gifts believers receive as a result of God’s grace and wisdom. In 1 
Peter 4:7, Peter says Christians have all received a gift in order to use it for the benefit of others. God 
provided a variety of gifts and differing amounts in order to show His sovereignty, build up the Body of 
Christ, and bring about His glory, not to make people feel good about themselves or to make things seem 
fair. 
            Interestingly, the offerings each tribe provided for the Tabernacle were the same, regardless of the 
size of the tribe. In this way, each tribe stood equal before Yahweh. None was more valuable than the others. 
            When the Tabernacle was ready and the people observed the Passover, they finally set out on their 
first journey (10:11-13). Everyone knew what he had to do to obey and succeed. Pray for similar certainty. 
Thank God for His wisdom to give each person the tools he needs to serve. 
 

 


