
RTB Week 1 

Sunday, January 7, 2018—Genesis 20-22 

            Abraham is the father of the faith for Islam, Judaism, and Christianity because he literally fathered 
Ishmael and Isaac (the father of Jacob who would become Israel) and because of the covenant God made 
with him that set the course of faith for the Jews and eventually Christians. Abraham is not the father because 
he was flawless. He was a man of faith and example, but he was not perfect. 

            For a second time on entering a new region, Abraham told Sarah to say she was his sister. This was, 
to be sure, biologically true (they were half-siblings), but he did not want to claim her as wife because he 
thought there was no fear of God in the place (20:11). He feared God, but he feared men as well. For a 
second time, God stirred the fear of Him in the leader who took Sarah to be his wife before the king 
consummated the relationship. He used Abraham’s weakness to show His greatness. 

            Because Sarah had only been with Abraham, there was no doubt Isaac was their son, and the wonder 
of what God had done was powerful. Imagine, then, the struggle Abraham faced when God told Him to 
sacrifice Isaac (22:1-14). He had feared how kings might take his life. Now Yahweh was asking him to take his 
son’s life. This son was the evidence of God’s promise, and the hope for its fulfillment. In faith, Abraham 
went with Isaac to Mt. Moriah, and God provided a substitute. Abraham feared God, and God affirmed His 
covenant promises. 

            Pray for an exemplary faith which continually grows in fear and obedience. 

  

Saturday, January 6, 2018—Genesis 16-19 

            Abram believed God could to the impossible. Sarai likely believed the impossible was up to her. 
When she failed to have a child, she turned to the next available woman, her slave Hagar, and thought, 
“Perhaps through her I can build a family” (16:3). Isn’t that how many people of faith believe and behave? 
God does the spiritual, and they do the physical. God had promised to multiply them, but Sarai began to 
believe it was up to her. The results were catastrophic with animosity lingering even today. 

            The truth is this: God does it all. To be sure, He calls His people to partner with Him, so they 
certainly do have responsibility to believe and behave in proper ways, but often they take on too much 
responsibility or have too little patience. Despite their missteps, Abram and Sarai experienced God’s grace 
and mercy. He changed their names and changed their lives. At 100 and 90 years old respectively, they would 
become parents! 

            The relationship between Abraham and God was powerful and intimate. God made a covenant with 
Abraham, and Abraham confirmed that covenant through circumcision, no light decision, for him and his 
household. The intimacy also allowed Abraham to broker with God over His intentions for destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. The details of the angels’ treatment while in Sodom with Lot indicate the righteous 
decision from God to bring the communities’ promised end. 

            Thank God for being willing to have a relationship with frail humanity. Thank Him for His 
communication of His plans for His Kingdom. Commit to walking in patient obedience. 

 



Friday, January 5, 2018—Genesis 12-15 
            “Leave everything and find more.” This is essentially the message God gave to Abram. He was to 
leave everything which gave him identity, security, and purpose—his land, relatives, and father’s house. In 
Abram’s culture, those were the things of great value, yet God said to follow His leading and walk away from 
those things so he could become a great nation, find blessing, and have a great name. He followed with a 
command and a promise: Abram was to be a blessing, and God would bless those who blessed him and curse 
those who cursed him. He was going to an unspecified location with specific purpose and promise. Abram 
obeyed and, thus, began a personal pilgrimage that would set the stage for countless faithful following his 
footsteps. 
            In his first test of faith, Abram did not perform well. He said Sarai was his sister instead of his wife 
because he thought the Pharaoh would kill him. Did he not remember God’s promise to curse those who 
cursed him? God’s grace and mercy worked powerfully so neither Abram nor Sarai were harmed or defiled. 
God indeed kept His promise, and Abram returned to the Negev and flourished, having massive flocks and 
military influence. Sometime later, in a vision, God promised the childless Abram his descendants would be 
as numerous as the stars, and Abram believed God could do this impossible thing. God credited it to him as 
righteousness (15:6). 
            Praise God for His call which gives identity and purpose and His power and faithfulness to fulfill His 
promises. 

Thursday, January 4, 2018—Genesis 10-11 
            When God created all things, He began with nothing. When He repopulated the earth after the flood, 
He began with nearly nothing. Noah, his three sons, and their wives were all that was left, yet these two 
chapters show how God’s blessing can quickly turn eight into vast nations. God gives this story not to explain 
exactly how all these people came into existence but to show His grace in making their lives possible. 
            God’s charge in Genesis 9:7 was to be fruitful and multiply, spreading out over the earth. The initial 
description in Genesis 10 shows they did that exactly, inhabiting a broad swath of what is today’s Middle 
East. Some of that obedience, however, may have been prompted by the events of Genesis 11. “At one 
time,” so the chapter says, the whole world spoke the same language, and some people settled in the Valley of 
Shinar and planned to build a tower to heaven which would bring honor to themselves. They did not want to 
be scattered (11:4), effectively rebelling against God’s plan. God confused their languages and scattered them 
over the face of the earth to fulfill His command. God wants to see His creation flourish, but not at the 
expense of His own glory. 
            One of Noah’s sons, Shem, had numerous descendants, and one of those was Abram. As descendants 
of Shem, his descendants would be Shemites, or Semites. Through the flourishing of humanity, God was 
preparing a people for Himself, and He would use Abram for that process. 
            Thank God for making much of Himself through His creation. 
 
Wednesday, January 3, 2018—Genesis 6-9 
            Viruses spread rapidly because of how they function. They move inside, replicate themselves, and do 
damage. Like a fatal virus, sin spread rapidly through humanity, and God said His Spirit would not remain 
with them forever (6:3). The death cycle had to be addressed. 
            “Noah, however, found favor with the LORD” (6:8). While the people of earth had earned God’s 
wrath, Noah was righteous in His sight, and God gave him instruction for building an ark to escape the flood 
He was going to send to cleanse the earth of its sin. Before the flood came, Noah was to fill the ark with 
seven pairs of every clean animal and one pair of the remainder. God was preparing for renewal after the 
flood. 
            For more than a year, Noah and his family floated along with these vast numbers of animals, waiting 
on God’s next move. Noah may have wondered how long this would last. Genesis 8:1 says, “God 
remembered Noah . . .” He worked to cause all the waters to recede and provide a place for them to exit the 
ark and begin again. Noah was not forgotten. God works through individuals who may sometimes feel lonely 
or forgotten to do things that influence many and will never be forgotten. 



            God also made a promise He said He would remember (9:15) and placed a bow in the sky (in which 
an arrow would point directly to Himself). Thank God for remembering His promises and for working 
through the faithful to do His will. 

Tuesday, January 2, 2018—Genesis 3-5 
            Each new year begins with great possibility. People make resolutions in hopes of having a better year 
than the previous one. The spaces on the day planner are open for new adventure and accomplishment. 
            Genesis speaks of the beginnings of all creation, and the first two chapters chronicle the process God 
used to speak all things into being and the relationship He began with Adam and Eve. All things were perfect. 
Like resolutions which people soon break or neglect, the perfection of the Garden quickly came to an end. 
The serpent, the most cunning of all, questioned the things God said and led Eve and Adam to choose sin 
and self over obedience to the word of God. They doubted and fell. 
            The result was a curse on all things. What God had made good was be tainted. Childbirth would now 
have intense pain. Working the fields would require extra labor. The ground was cursed, and the serpent 
would one day be crushed by the offspring of a woman (3:15). While Adam and Eve covered their shame 
with leaves, God took the life of an innocent animal and covered Adam and Eve with its skins. Sin leads to 
death. 
            Adam and Eve’s son Cain dealt with sin and temptation. God Himself spoke to him and told him to 
beware so he would not be consumed by it. Instead, he gave in to the temptation and killed his brother in 
jealousy. He, too, was cursed, yet God continued to show mercy. 
            Praise God for His goodness and mercy in our weakness. 

  

Monday, January 1, 2018—Genesis 1-2 
            Artists apply paint to canvas. Dancers use their bodies to convey a message and stir emotion. Farmers 
tame and cultivate the land. Combining art and science, people in all walks of life are able to take raw 
materials and big dreams and turn them into something new, remarkable, or good. 
            All of these mimic the nature of God Himself, yet God created in a way none of them do. He used 
His voice to create everything out of nothing. Through the six days of creation, God simply spoke, and things 
came into being or took more definite shape. In the first three days, He set the basic structure. In the next 
three days, He repeated the pattern, developing what He had begun. Then, He rested, being sovereign over 
all. He was setting the stage for man to be a partner in development. 
            When He made man, He put him to work. Work is a good thing, partnering with God to care for 
what He has made good. Because man is in His image, man is most pleasing to Him when man operates in 
his God-given design. Because man is made in God’s image, man operates best in community. God is three-
in-one, so God made woman from man so he would have a companion for his God-given tasks. 
            Praise God for His power to create and His grace in allowing man to know Him. Pray for a clear 
understanding of His call to work for Him. 

 


