
Monday, April 1, 2019—1 Samuel 21-24 

            The first of April is known in many places as April Fools’ Day and is the 

opportunity to play practical jokes and spread hoaxes. On that day, one can never be 

sure of what is true. Appearances can be deceiving. 

            David had to rely on misperception and deception to get away from the imminent 

threat of King Saul. He told the priest he was on a mission, and he acted like a madman 

in Gath. Desperate times called for desperate measures, but God will never give us an 

assignment or allow a situation where we believe we need to deceive Him or have the 

need to become unrighteous before Him. 

            The maneuverings David orchestrated were necessary because of Saul’s 

increasing anger and incorrect thinking (22:7-8). He was convinced David was 

conspiring against him when David had no such plans. David was devastated when he 

learned that many of those who were helping protect him lost their lives (22:18-23). 

            David was content to wait on the Lord. Saul was determined to remove any 

threat David posed. Saul began to pursue David but had to give up the chase because 

the Philistines once again rose up against Israel. These long-time enemies inadvertently 

gave respite to David. Some time later, when Saul was in pursuit of David again, he 

needed respite himself. David was in the very cave where Saul came to relieve himself, 

and David spared Saul’s life. Saul realized he had been fooling himself. David was no 

threat. 

            Thank God for being the definition of what is true and real. Pray for a growing 

faith in Him and growing authenticity in character. 

Sunday, March 31, 2019—1 Samuel 17-20 

            Some side-view mirrors have an important message printed on them: objects in 

mirror may be closer than they appear. The glass is engineered to provide a better 

overall perspective, but the perspective is distorted. When Goliath stood before the 

army of Israel and declared his desire to fight one man, all Israel was terrified (17:11). 

From their perspective, this one man was unable to be defeated. 

            Then David arrived. His father sent him to check on his brothers, but he was 

scandalized by the way Goliath spoke of God and His people. He was not concerned 

about the size of the giant but confident in the power of God. He dropped the giant by 



slinging a stone. The perspective of all Israel changed, and they routed their enemies. 

            David rose to a place of prominence in the nation, and there arose a conflict of 

perspective. The people loved him, but King Saul was increasingly jealous of him (18:6-

30). Saul sought to kill David, but Jonathan, because of his deep love for David, helped 

soothe his father’s emotions and return things to normal (19:7). He was willing to stand 

up to his father, the king, by using reasonable thinking and discussion. 

            The tormenting spirit returned to Saul, and he tried to kill David again. His 

perspective was distorted, and he behaved as if it were reality. Michal and Jonathan 

both took great risks to protect David from Saul’s irrational behavior. They were also 

protecting Saul from himself. 

            Pray for friends who will guide you toward righteousness and proper 

perspective. Pray to be the same kind of influence. 

Saturday, March 30, 2019—1 Samuel 14-16 

            There is often a fine line between faith and insanity. What God calls people to do 

is based on His ability and their availability, so His people will often be involved in 

situations that appear from the outside to be foolish, dangerous, or destined for failure. 

            Jonathan set out on such a journey. He went only with his armor bearer to the 

Philistines’ camp, sought God’s will and favor, and defeated about 20 men. Terror filled 

the Philistines, and God shook the earth. 

            While Jonathan’s actions may have seemed foolish, his father’s oath certainly 

was. Saul forbade his troops to eat, but Jonathan was not around to hear that 

command. Jonathan stood guilty before his father, but the people interceded for him. 

His faith had brought victory to the people. 

            When Saul next went to battle, Samuel told him to destroy everything of the 

Amalekites—people, animals, and possessions. Saul spared the king and the best of 

his bounty and told Samuel he was going to sacrifice all of it the Yahweh (15:15). Saul 

continued to consider himself less than God considered him (15:17). Obedience is the 

best form of worship. 

            Samuel had to take a step of faith as well, anointing a new king while Saul still 

reigned. He also had to have faith to anoint the one God chose, not the one who looked 

the part (16:6-7). God affirmed the faith of Samuel by having David chosen to come play 



the harp to soothe Saul. 

            Pray for faith that obeys in the hardest of situations. 

 Friday, March 29, 2019—1 Samuel 11-13 

            Parents plan for weeks or months to buy the present their children have 

requested for birthday or Christmas. With great fanfare and joy, they present the gift to 

the child on the long-awaited day, and they see the child’s eyes dance with delight. 

“Thanks!” they all say. “It’s just what I wanted.” Hours later, to the parents’ dismay, they 

find the gift sitting idle, and the child is playing with the box or something far less 

valuable. 

            The people asked Samuel for a king, and with a great shout they declared Saul 

to be king. As 1 Samuel 11 opens, Saul, the new king, is plowing a field. “What is a king 

supposed to do?” he and others may have wondered. They all wanted one, but there 

was no handbook of duties. 

            Like the judges before him, Saul went into action when his people found 

themselves under attack. The Spirit of God moved mightily on Saul (11:6), and he 

launched a surprise attack against the Ammonites, obliterating their forces and freeing 

his people. The people were so moved by the event they held another coronation 

ceremony and threatened to dispatch any Israelite who doubted Saul’s ability to rule. 

            With Saul firmly in the lead, Samuel made his farewell address. He commanded 

the people to worship Yahweh like never before. God had been faithful, and they 

needed to be faithful in return, avoiding sin and idolatry. Very soon, Saul, though a 

capable military leader, proved to be impatient and violated God’s standards for worship 

(13:7-14). 

            Pray for patience to wait and faithfulness to fulfill your call. 

Thursday, March 28, 2019—1 Samuel 8-10 

            As Samuel grew old, the people grew restless. They saw his sons going the 

same path as the sons of Eli. Joel and Abijah had one of the godliest men as their father 

and example, yet they chose to compromise their righteousness and their position for 

money and favors. The people then chose to go a similar route. They compromised the 

benefit of having God as their King and Samuel as their prophet and asked for a king. 

            Samuel was deeply troubled by their request. He saw their call for a king as a 



personal evaluation on his being unfit for leadership. God assured him they were 

rejecting Him as their King, not Samuel. God told Samuel to tell the people the king 

would take their children and force them into his service and take their possessions to 

build his kingdom. Nonetheless, the people persisted. They wanted a king to make them 

like everyone else. 

            Despite His warnings and His disappointment, God was gracious to His people 

and chose Saul as their king. He worked out details for Samuel to recognize him and 

anoint him and present him to the people. The irony was strong. Samuel, the rejected 

leader, was able to hear from God and see many things that would come to pass in the 

future. Saul, the chosen king, was hiding among the baggage at his anointing. The 

people were giving up a righteous servant for a reluctant king. 

            Thank God for those who lead your spiritually. Pray for their continual growth 

and your own as you follow and serve. 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019—1 Samuel 4-7 

            God hears many questions. One word begins many of those. “Why?” People 

want to know why they suffer or why a prayer went unanswered or why bad people 

have good things. Why, Lord? 

            When the Philistines came against Israel, they routed God’s people. The 

Israelites decided to bring the Ark of the Covenant to the battle field, and Eli’s sinful 

sons brought the box to the battlefield. When Israel saw this, they cheered with such 

vigor the Philistines trembled. The Philistines rallied, however, and defeated Israel 

again. God’s people wanted to know why God had not allowed them to prevail, 

especially with the Ark. 

            The Philistines took the Ark into their country, and for seven months they saw 

God demonstrate His power over the gods and bring suffering on their people. They 

sent the Ark back to Israel with a peace offering, and God’s people rejoiced. Some of 

the men looked into the Ark, and God struck them down. The people asked, “Who?” 

(6:20). 

            The answers to “Who?” and “Why?” are similar. No one can stand in the 

presence of God because of His perfect, powerful holiness. Things don’t go as we wish 

or as we’ve prayed because God’s will is supreme. When we lose the awe of His 



majesty, we begin to think we can manipulate God and take Him into our battles or use 

Him as we please. We begin to make God in our own image. When the people repented 

and approached him in righteousness under Samuel, the found victory again. 

            Pray for a renewed awareness of His holiness and power. 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019—1 Samuel 1-3 

            If a person or an entire nation were going to make up a religion, they would likely 

fabricate stories of larger-than-life conquerors and too-good-to-be-true heroes. The 

biblical story, however, is filled with the accounts of a perfect God who repeatedly uses 

flawed people. The story illustrates His perfection and His grace and mercy in using His 

imperfect creations to bring Him glory and establish and expand His Kingdom. 

            Abraham and Moses were flawed. Joshua failed to raise up a protégé. The 

judges and their people were increasingly blemished and broken. Then, the pages of 

history turn to the leadership of Eli at the Tabernacle in Shiloh. He noticed one day the 

anguished prayers of a barren mother, thinking she was drunk because of the emotion 

she displayed (1:14). Hearing her explanation, he blessed her and sent her away in joy. 

Some years later, she returned with the child God promised and gave him to the Lord 

and to Eli for training and service. 

            With great joy (2:1-11), Hannah gave Samuel to the Lord. God had heard her 

prayer and answered her in grace. She willingly offered her son as an act of worship 

and thanks. Eli, on the other hand, had sons who were called of God to serve but were 

wicked and disobedient. In judgment, God would remove them, but in grace, He gave 

Samuel as a new disciple. 

            Tell God today, “Your servant is listening.” Pray for opportunities to serve Him 

and to worship Him even in times of great sacrifice.  

Wednesday, March 27, 2019—1 Samuel 4-7 

 God hears many questions. One word begins many of those. “Why?” People want to know 

why they suffer or why a prayer went unanswered or why bad people have good things. Why, Lord? 

 When the Philistines came against Israel, they routed God’s people. The Israelites decided to 

bring the Ark of the Covenant to the battle field, and Eli’s sinful sons brought the box to the 

battlefield. When Israel saw this, they cheered with such vigor the Philistines trembled. The 



Philistines rallied, however, and defeated Israel again. God’s people wanted to know why God had 

not allowed them to prevail, especially with the Ark. 

 The Philistines took the Ark into their country, and for seven months they saw God 

demonstrate His power over the gods and bring suffering on their people. They sent the Ark back to 

Israel with a peace offering, and God’s people rejoiced. Some of the men looked into the Ark, and 

God struck them down. The people asked, “Who?” (6:20). 

 The answers to “Who?” and “Why?” are similar. No one can stand in the presence of God 

because of His perfect, powerful holiness. Things don’t go as we wish or as we’ve prayed because 

God’s will is supreme. When we lose the awe of His majesty, we begin to think we can manipulate 

God and take Him into our battles or use Him as we please. We begin to make God in our own 

image. When the people repented and approached him in righteousness under Samuel, the found 

victory again. 

 Pray for a renewed awareness of His holiness and power. 


