
Thursday, September 23, 2021—Ezekiel 40-42 

            Many who have been through a trauma will not have solid memories of the event. Some, 

for instance, who have been in a car wreck can give some details, but they often are missing 

others—like what they were doing right before the crash or whether the light was red. The 

suddenness and seriousness prevented those memories from forming. 

            Ezekiel and his people had been in Babylon for 25 years (40:1). For many of them, that 

was more than half of their lives. They had memories of their homeland and hopes of one day 

returning, yet imagine how many memories never formed because of the trauma of leaving or 

had faded because of the 25 years that had passed. At that time, God gave Ezekiel a vision of 

the Temple with details of rooms, decorations, and furnishings. 

            Why would God remind him of a building and its surroundings that had been destroyed? 

One day, a remnant was going to return to Israel, and they would have the privilege once again 

of building a home for the presence of Yahweh. Ezekiel’s vision would be a helpful blueprint for 

making space for Him and those who would serve Him. 

            God was not giving Ezekiel a vision so the people would pine for “the good ol’ days.” He 

was preparing them for a future of service and fruitfulness. Thank God for the record of His 

working in the past that becomes a blueprint of His plan for the future. Listen and obey.       

Wednesday, September 22, 2021—Ezekiel 37-39 

            Jesus has high standards for His followers. He tells them to “be perfect as I am perfect” 

(Matthew 5:8). Why does He demand something impossible? He knows the pathway to life is 

the presence of His Spirit. 

            Ezekiel saw a preview of this transforming power in Ezekiel 37. Ezekiel and his people 

were in exile. Their nation had fallen. The Temple was destroyed. They had decades of 

estrangement ahead. Their dreams were gone, and their future was bleak. Then Ezekiel had a 

vision. 

            Ezekiel saw a valley filled with the scattered bones of dead soldiers. “Can these bones 

live?” God asked. Ezekiel said only God knew that answer. God had Ezekiel speak His word to 

those bones, and they began to move. They assembled into bodies. They took on flesh, and the 

Spirit of God blew over them and brought them to life. God can raise the dead! 

            The repentance of His people would allow God to forgive and restore them. His Spirt 

would move in them and reestablish them. His great love for them and power over them would 

protect them from the fiercest of attacks (38:1-23). In doing this great work, God will bring glory 

to Himself throughout all the nations (39:21). The power and protection He provides will be 

something inexplicable by human sources. 

            God glorifies Himself when, by His power alone, He rescues the weak, forgives the vile, 

and adopts the rebel. He calls for perfection because perfection is only possible in Him. Praise 

Him for His power and love. 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021—Ezekiel 34-36 

            God ordained three separate offices to lead the people—prophets, priests, and kings. All 

were His representatives for shaping the people into His treasured possession. Most had used 

their status for self-promotion rather than national service. They cared for self more than for 

others. 

            God was the Shepherd of Israel, but His under-shepherds had not strengthened the 

weak, healed the sick, or bound up the broken. They were not searching for the lost and were 

cruel to those under them (34:4). Everything hinges on leadership, so it was no surprise Israel 

was suffering. 

            God promised to intervene. He would lead His people, feed them well, make them lie 



down in green pastures, and seek those who were lost. They were in exile because of bad 

shepherds, but He would send a descendant of David to be their Good Shepherd (34:24). 

            Those nations who continually opposed God’s people would taste God’s judgment 

(35:5). Many of them looked on Israel and Judah as vulnerable and “ripe for the picking” in their 

current misery. God said He would protect His people and destroy their attackers. While their 

enemies faded away, God’s people would begin to multiply and flourish (36:11). 

            How would God accomplish such a restoration? He was going to remove from His sheep 

their hearts of stone and give them a heart of flesh. He would put His Spirit in them so they 

would be empowered to love and obey Him (36:26-27). He would shepherd them from their 

inner being. 

            Praise Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who transforms and leads well. 

Monday, September 20, 2021—Ezekiel 31-33 

            From the first grade to the twelfth grade, students learn lessons that shape them for a 

lifetime. They do not finish learning, of course, but they lay the foundation in those twelve years. 

Those twelve years seem long to the students yet are only a percentage of their entire lives. 

            Many who came into Babylonian exile felt the displacement would be brief. The 

“prophets” said so. God would surely not allow this to go for long. Twelve years into the captivity 

(32:1), Ezekiel was still hearing from Yahweh and speaking to His people. Many likely felt those 

twelve years were wasted. The good news was that God continued to speak. 

            In those years, God had pointed out the sinfulness of His people and called them to 

repentance. In those twelve years, they had seen powerful nations fall and were watching 

others begin to crumble (31:18). God had called them to lament the destructiveness of sin (32:2, 

18). God wants His people to flourish, and He wants His creation to live in the abundance for 

which He has designed them. Sin disrupts that plan. 

            God looks for someone like Ezekiel who can know His heart and analyze the ways of the 

world and announce His coming judgment on sin (33:2). When the watchman warns them, they 

have a choice—repent or perish. Every person stands before God to account for his or her 

choice. 

            Thank God for teaching through history and His word. Pray for repentance to lead to 

flourishing and for courage to call others to the same. 

Sunday, September 19, 2021—Ezekiel 28-30 

            At the root of almost every sinful action is a heart of pride. In the Garden, Satan tempted 

Adam and Eve with the empty promise that they would be like God. The leader of the nation of 

Tyre believed the same lie (28:2). He had exalted himself in his mind above everyone and 

everything, including God Himself. Pride comes first. Destruction follows. 

            God is not expecting people to live life without any kind of joy or standards for 

excellence. He wants people to celebrate their God-given abilities and use them to glorify Him 

and bless others. When those accomplishments bring more honor to the created being rather 

than the Creator, problems begin. No one can sit on the throne belonging to God. 

            Suffering the consequences of sin and pride can be instructive and shape someone into 

the disciple God intends them to be. Many, however, don’t learn that lesson. The Pharaoh of 

Egypt suffered greatly for his pride in Moses’ day. The Pharaoh in Ezekiel’s time (nearly 1,000 

years later) made the same mistakes as his predecessor (29:3). Yahweh was going to bring 

judgment so they would know He alone was the one true God (30:19). 

            The culture entices every person to exalt himself. It promises her she can be better than 

the rest. Scripture makes clear that righteousness and abundance come only through Jesus 

Christ. Pray for an honest view of personal weakness and a glorious celebration of strength and 



worth that comes only in Jesus. Live for His glory and enjoy His blessing. 

Saturday, September 18, 2021—Ezekiel 25-27 

            Parents often regulate their children’s behavior and activities, not allowing them to do 

things “everybody else is doing.” They also punish their children for personal misbehavior 

though “no one else got in trouble.” Parents know they are responsible to shape their children 

well. 

            Ezekiel was sharing the news from God about the punishment His people were going to 

endure. They were taken away from home to live for generations in Babylon because of their 

sin. Their sin of idolatry was heinous because they had pledged to worship God alone. Their sin, 

however, was shared by the nations around them. All of them were guilty. 

            God told His people He had been watching. He knew the pagan practices of pagan 

people. What should one expect pagans to do? What God also saw, however, was the way 

these pagans celebrated the suffering of His people (25:6). God was not going to allow this evil 

mindset to stand. The peoples surrounding Israel would fall because of sin. 

            No amount of money or military power made any country safe from God’s judgment. The 

army of Babylon would overwhelm whomever God chose to judge. God’s people were not to 

celebrate these defeats. After all, God judged many because they celebrated Israel’s judgment. 

God’s people were to lament (27:2) the consequences of sin. 

            Thank God for His wisdom in all things and His ability to judge the guilty and protect the 

innocent. Pray for a heart that laments the destruction caused by sin and a life that points 

people to righteous living. 

Friday, September 17, 2021—Ezekiel 22-24 

            Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein were reporters for The Washington Post. They 

investigated a break-in at the Watergate Hotel in 1972 that led to the crisis known as Watergate. 

Their findings eventually led to the resignation of President Richard Nixon. How could two 

young reporters have such influence? Their source was credible. 

            Repeatedly, Ezekiel called his people to repentance or condemned them for lifestyle 

choices. How could he stand before his peers with such boldness? His source was credible. He 

was not making his own pronouncements. He was delivering the word of Yahweh (22:1, 17, 23). 

God was the Judge handing down His verdict. Ezekiel was His spokesman. 

            God was looking for a man to stand among His people and speak against their sin. God 

had placed His standards as a hedge around them, to give them identity and protection. That 

hedge had been breached by sin, and no one was standing in the gap to prevent attack (22:30). 

They had sinned by worshiping other gods and trusting foreign powers (23:1-21). The more they 

sinned the less they longed for God. Eventually, God was, at best, a surface acknowledgement 

in their lives. This would cost them. 

            The word of Yahweh was precious to Ezekiel, and he obeyed. When his wife died, God 

told him not to mourn her. Israel was not mourning over losing their precious homeland and 

Temple. The gravity of his lack of emotion paled in comparison to Israel’s lack of repentance. 

            Thank God for giving His word to guide. Obey its truth daily. 


