
Tuesday, March 17, 2020—Joshua 19-21 

            When God is God, He can do whatever He wants, and we welcome His 

presence, power, and wisdom. When sin creeps in, we decide we have better 

ideas than He does, so we redefine what is good, right, and just. We bristle at His 

actions and directives and go our own way. 

            When Joshua was allotting the land, he gave some of the land to Simeon 

that he had originally assigned to Judah (19:9). Judah could have argued that this 

was not fair. When you realize God owns all things, you know you are simply a 

manager working under His direction. He can do whatever He wants, and you are 

satisfied to walk with Him. 

            Judah set the example for the remainder of the nation. They set aside six 

cities of refuge—three on the west side of the Jordan and three on the east side 

(20:1-9). These towns took on the responsibility of protecting those who had 

unintentionally killed someone and needed protection. They stated their case to the 

elders and remained in that city until the death of the high priest. (God was setting 

the stage for all to trust in Jesus, the Great High Priest, who shields us from the 

ravages of our sin.) 

            The nation also set aside land for the Levites (21:1-42), for their families 

and small flocks. All of the land belonged to God, so the people could gladly “give 

back” a portion of what completely belonged to Him. After all, “[n]ot one of all the 

Lord’s good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled” (21:45). 

            Praise God for His provision. Use His gifts to bless others. 

Monday, March 16, 2020—Joshua 16-18 

            God has given many good things in life. He has provided a variety of joys 

and comforts. He has given money to be able to provide for others. He has given 

abilities that influence decisions and outcomes. Possessions, power, and 

pleasures are all good things, but they become idols when they become end 

things. When honoring God is not the goal, they become idols. 

            The half-tribe of Manasseh and the tribe of Ephraim received their 

inheritance in the new land, but they did not drive out the Canaanites living in their 



allotment (16:10). The Canaanites worked for the tribes (a good thing), but they 

could easily sway them toward their gods (a bad thing). God’s people are called to 

point people to Him, not be led away. 

            God gave His people land (a possession) so they could enjoy life 

(pleasure) and provide for others (influence). The Bible lists landmarks, rivers, and 

territories (16:1-17:11, 18:11-28) so His people would know exactly their blessing. 

This allowed them to hold one another accountable for stewarding their 

assignment while not trying to take something God had not given, keeping a good 

thing from becoming an idol. 

            God led Joshua to value women as much as men (17:3-6) and to 

encourage hard work in expanding the gifts God had given (17:12-18). This 

kingdom was one of great blessing and great responsibility. 

            Praise God for the pleasures, possessions, and power He has given in life. 

Pray for daily faithfulness in stewarding, not worshiping, those gifts. 

Sunday, March 15, 2020—Joshua 13-15 

            Ask any older person, and he or she will say life goes by faster and faster 

each year. Nothing can slow down the speed of life, so each person has to enjoy it 

fully each day. Nothing can describe how quickly it passes. 

            Joshua seemingly had just begun his leadership of the nation when the 

Lord tells him, “You are very old . . .” (13:1). There was still work to do in subduing 

and stewarding the land (13:2-5), so Joshua needed to prepare the next 

generation for leadership and faithfulness. He also reminded each tribe what God 

had called them to steward. 

            Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh had settled on the east 

side of the Jordan River, and Joshua described the dimensions of their land (13:8-

32). This was their inheritance from Yahweh, the valuable gift He had given them 

to work, flourish, and provide for their families and for others. The other nine-and-

one-half tribes received land on the west side, and Joshua reminded them of those 

dimensions (14:1-15:63). God fulfilled His promise to bring them home, and the 

land had rest from war (14:15). 



            Joshua noted the tribe of Levi had not received land (13:14, 33). God had 

given them the assignment of stewarding people rather than land. The sacrifices 

and gifts the people brought to God were the inheritance for the Levites. They 

provided for their families by caring for others. 

            Thank God for a new day of life. Pray to make the most of the day so you 

honor Him and bless others with how you use it. 

Saturday, March 14, 2020—Joshua 10-12 

            In countless movies and books, the villain uses a crafty tactic to attack his 

enemy. Rather than going after his enemy directly, the villain attacks someone 

important to the enemy—a child, a girlfriend, or a pet. He draws out a response 

based on loyalty and commitment. 

            Five kings went after Gibeon, with whom Israel had made a covenant to 

protect them. As He often did, God told Joshua, “Don’t be afraid” (10:8). God 

wanted them to be people of their word, so Joshua marched forward, and God 

came alongside with help of His own, sending hailstones and extending the length 

of the day (10:12-15). Joshua and his army then began an extended campaign of 

taking the land, and they were successful because “the Lord, the God of Israel, 

fought for Israel (10:42). 

            God was fulfilling the promises He had made to Israel, and the kings of the 

land were not happy. In the north, a coalition of forces then marched against Israel 

(11:5), and, again, God told Joshua not to be afraid (11:6). Joshua and the army 

marched forward and took the whole land (11:16, 23) and gathered a vast bounty 

as a result. Not one nation, save the Gibeonites, were interested in making a 

peace treaty (11:19). 

            In all, Israel defeated 33 kings in their campaign (12:1-24). God had taken 

a nation of slaves and set them free. A people with nothing were now stewards of a 

vast land. 

            Praise God for His grace, power, and provision. Walk in bold faith. 

Friday, March 13, 2020—Joshua 7-9 

            God is wise. He knows all things, and He defines what is good, true, and 



pure. In His wisdom, He knows how He has designed us—what we find attractive 

and valuable—and what the enemy will use to tempt. 

            Before Israel went into Jericho, God told them to stay away from the 

devoted things—items that were solely for the treasury of God Himself. Achan did 

not listen. He hid some in his tent. As a result, Israel, as a nation, faced the 

consequences of his sin, as an individual. The small town of Ai, which was nothing 

in comparison to Jericho, routed Israel. 

            Sin is never an inconsequential matter. No person is insignificant in the 

eyes of the Lord. God told Joshua that there was sin in the camp, and Israel had to 

root it out. Achan admitted what he had done and that he had buried the things he 

took (7:20-21). Achan had to hide what he had done, but it eventually came to light 

and cost him and his family their lives. Choices have consequences on self and 

community. 

            With the sin removed, the people were able to succeed against Ai (8:1-29), 

and, afterward, they corporately renewed the covenant just as Moses had 

instructed them to do upon entry (8:30-35). Obedience leads to fruitfulness and 

celebration. Their success led the Gibeonites to devise a deceptive deal to save 

themselves and make peace with Israel (9:1-27). 

            Admit the sin you think you are hiding. Walk in the power and abundance of 

righteousness. 

Thursday, March 12, 2020—Joshua 4-6 

            Souvenirs come in all shapes and sizes, but they all become a visible 

reminder of what has been. They stir memories of activities and relationships. They 

are proof in the present of life in the past. 

            When the nation crossed the Jordan River on dry ground, Joshua sent a 

representative from each tribe to take a large stone from the river bed, and they 

erected a memorial on the west side. For generations, when people saw those 

stones, they could tell the story to the curious about how God brought them over 

on dry ground. “He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the 

hand of the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God” 



(4:24). 

            The memorial provided a memory for generations to come. The men of 

military age at the time of the crossing made an additional memory. Well into their 

adulthood, they were circumcised as a symbol of the covenant (5:7). No man 

would ever forget this commitment to leading his family to fulfilling the covenant 

with Yahweh. This was unconventional and unforgettable because God works in 

unique ways for His glory. In addition, with their new land of provision, they no 

longer needed manna (5:12). 

            Joshua encountered the commander of the Lord’s army and discovered 

that the question is not whether God was on his side but whether Joshua was on 

the Lord’s side (5:13-15). Joshua then led the people to march around Jericho and 

watch its walls fall with a shout. 

            Praise God for His power. Tell others what He has done in you. 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020—Joshua 1-3 

            Moses was the man. He had confronted Pharaoh. He had parted the Red 

Sea and brought water from the rock. He led the people to the Promised Land. 

Now, he was gone. What were the people to do? “Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 

your God will be with you wherever you go” (1:9). Moses was gone, but God was 

not. They could press on. 

            The presence and power of Yahweh were the true sources of hope for the 

people. When the two spies went into Jericho, they met a woman named Rahab 

who told them that great fear had fallen on the land because of Yahweh and His 

people (2:9-13). They had heard the stories of His great power and provision. Their 

reputation preceded them. Just as God had commanded, there was no need to be 

afraid or discouraged. 

            For the first generation of the exodus, God parted the Red Sea. For this 

new generation, He stopped the flow of the Jordan (3:14-17). In both instances, He 

was going ahead of His people and demonstrating His power and presence in their 

lives. To be strong and courageous does not require special gifting or unique 



 

strength. To be strong and courageous is a result of knowing God is leading, 

walking alongside, and guarding the back. 

            What are you afraid of? God has already provided victory, so walk in it. 

Thank Him for the forgiveness, power, and hope that come in Jesus.  


