
Sunday, January 21, 2018—Job 18-20  

            Because the reader has an outside viewpoint, he knows Job is suffering not because of some sin or imperfection but 
precisely because of his authentic faith. Satan believed he would renounce his faith when tested while God Himself considered 
Job righteous. His righteousness, however, does not make him perfect. He has flaws and limitations like every human. 

            One of those flaws is in the way he treats his friends. During their protracted discussion about Job’s condition, Bildad 
says, “Why are we regarded as cattle, as stupid in your sight?” (18:3). Their back-and-forth has obviously been heated, and 
Bildad takes exception to how Job views them and speaks to them. To be fair, Job is miserable, and he, too, feels as if his 
friends are disrespecting him (19:1). Treating others as they treat oneself is rarely the pathway to progress. No wonder Jesus 
said to treat them as one wants to be treated. 

            In a statement rich in irony, Job says his words have seemingly failed him. He wishes they were inscribed in stone 
forever by an iron stylus (19:24). His words are, in fact, inscribed forever for anyone to read. His story lives on for all those 
who suffer and wonder. His conclusion in the midst of this suffering and frustration is like the dawn breaking over the 
horizon. “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the end he will stand on the dust” (19:25). Finally, hope is breaking through 
the dark and chaos. 

            Give praise to Jesus for giving strength to endure and to treat others with compassion. 

 
 
Saturday, January 20, 2018—Job 14-17  

            Despite the deep trouble through which Job wanders, he remains able to think clearly on some issues. When life is 
over, there is no reincarnation. Job knows the end of life means the end of this present suffering, but he also knows that 
means missing out on future blessings. Life is precious. Sin is destructive. God is the Giver and Judge. On these truths Job is 
clear while not fully grasping what God is doing. 

            Working through his turmoil, Job voices his thoughts and feelings aloud. His friends, rather than suffering with him, 
feel as if they need to defend the Almighty. Eliphaz provides a rebuke in Job 15 for what he perceives as sinful spouting from 
Job, and Job response is sobering. “I have heard many things like these. You are all miserable comforters” (16:2). He says if 
the roles were reversed, he, too, could string together words and shake his head at them, but he wouldn’t. “Instead, I would 
encourage you with my mouth, and the consolation from my lips would bring relief” (16:5). Job’s friends were in no way 
providing comfort. 

            Job then said the truth which echoes through all of history. “Even now my witness is in heaven, and my advocate is in 
the heights! . . . I wish that someone might argue for a man with God just as anyone would for a friend” (16:19, 21). Who Job 
needed was Jesus. Thank God for sending Him to bridge the gap between God and man and plead our case. 

 

Friday, January 19, 2018—Job 11-13 

            Job was in a miserable situation. His friends gathered to support him. What ensued was a battle of words 
revolving around the truth of who God is and how He treats people, both the righteous and unrighteous. 

            While his friends were there to help, they seemed incapable of doing so, mostly because they responded to 
Job as if they were not listening to his words. They were judging the situation by their preconceived notions about 
God without considering current matters. For instance, Job said he could not stand before God or fully understand 
his ways, yet in Job 11, Zophar takes Job to task and tells him he shouldn’t say the things he is saying. As with the 
other two friends, Zophar tells Job to repent, and God will restore him (11:14-20). The disconnect continued. The 
friends called Job to repent. Job said he had considered his ways and did not know of what to repent. He needed 
comfort and relief. They kept giving words. 



            Job’s frustration boiled over into cynicism. “No doubt you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!” 
(12:1). They are not telling him anything he doesn’t already know or observe (13:1). He says they would show 
themselves wiser if they would keep their mouths shut (13:5). He is making his appeal not to them but to God. He 
asks two things: remove His hand and the terror which goes with it and then speak so Job can know the truth 
(13:20-22). His deep desire is to know the presence of God again. 

            Pray you will help others know God’s presence in suffering. 

 

Thursday, January 18, 2018—Job 8-10 
            People of faith can learn truths about God through their journey with Him which they can share with others 
as they face similar situations, both good and bad. If the faithful are not careful, they’ll simply spout these platitudes 
as a way of filling space rather than truly seeking God and attempting to minister in the situation. What they say 
may be true, but it may not be applicable or helpful in the moment. 
            Such was the case with Job. His friends surrounded him in silent support, and then they began to speak 
truths about God which they believed applied in the situation. In Job 8, for example, Bildad says God does not 
pervert what is right, and He does not reject a person of integrity. These things are definitely true, so, Bildad 
concluded, if Job simply turned back to God and repented of whatever evil had tainted him, God would restore 
him. He also went a step further and implied the sin of Job’s children was part of the reason for Job’s suffering. In 
other words, he needed to repent of some personal sin as well as that of his children. 
            Job needed the comfort of the Father, but all he felt was the punishment of the Judge. His friends spoke 
truth about justice, but Job countered with this reality: who can stand righteous before God? He knew he was 
nothing compared to Him and needed a mediator to stand between them (9:33). 
            Ask God to teach you how to speak truth in love. 
  
Wednesday, January 17, 2018—Job 5-7 
            Job faced calamity like few ever face. He was grieving internally, hurting physically, and struggling mentally to process 
the reason for his heartache and hurt. In these moments, close friends came to him and sat with him in silence until Job began 
to put words to his feelings. 
            Eliphaz responded first. In Job 4, he noted the exhaustion Job was experiencing complicated any efforts they would 
make to bring him comfort, but Eliphaz continued nonetheless. He spoke of the trouble every human faces, and he noted the 
power of God in comparison. “If I were you, I would appeal to God and present my case to him,” he said (5:8). Everyone 
needs friends who realize the necessity of relying on God. 
            Eliphaz, however, wasn’t finished. In considering the character of God, he noted how God crushes the guilty and how 
he disciplines others. “See how happy is the person whom God corrects” (5:17), implying Job had guilt which God was 
judging. It’s as if Eliphaz were saying, “Job, this is easy. Admit your sin and guilt, and God will make all of this go away.” No 
one needs a friend who assumes problems are this easy to explain or solve. 
            Job responded in chapters 6 and 7 with questions about his character. What did they see exactly that would imply his 
guilt? He was frustrated by their lack of comfort and not convinced God would bring relief. He needed answers, but he 
needed hope more than that. 
            Pray for hope in personal suffering and compassion toward others’. 
 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018—Job 1-4 
            Sociologist Christian Smith coined the phrase “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism” after an intensive study of the faith of 
American teens. He said most of them did not believe in Christianity but in a form of faith which believed God wanted them 
to be good (moralistic), God existed to make their lives better (therapeutic), and God was available when necessary but 
somewhat uninvolved otherwise (deism). 
            Satan accused Job of having such faith. “He only believes in you because of the things you have given him” (1:9-10). 
Even though God described Job as a man of perfect integrity who feared God (1:8), Satan believed Job would crumble if 
things became uncomfortable. In one of the most unusual scenes in Scripture, God gives Satan permission to bring hardship 
into Job’s life. While Satan did his best to rob Job of family and possessions, Job did not sin or curse God. Instead, he 
worshiped. 
            This is authentic faith, but Satan was not convinced. Again receiving permission, he ramped up the attack. Job’s wife 
told him to curse God and die, but he did not. Three friends came and suffered with him in silence for a week. Then, Job 



spoke, cursing the day he was born. Like never before, he was in physical and emotional torment. He did not speak against 
God, but he certainly expressed his misery in the moment (3:1-26). 
            Righteous people may suffer.  Unrighteous people may find life to be comfortable. Pray for a walk with Christ which 
trusts and worships Him no matter the circumstances.  
 
 
Monday, January 15, 2018—Genesis 47-50 
            To walk with God consistently is to learn humility. Jacob found himself in Egypt with his sons, their families, and all 
their possessions at the mercy of the son he thought he had lost and the Pharaoh who owned and ruled all things. He 
gratefully accepted Pharaoh’s provision and blessed Pharaoh in return. At his death, he made himself dependent upon his 
descendants to return his bones to the land God had promised His people. 
            Joseph’s brothers learned humility as well. As shepherds they were reviled by the Egyptians, yet Pharaoh allowed them 
to come before him and share their story. He then provided them the best of places to shepherd the flocks and gave them the 
opportunity to tend some of his. They were not deserving of this to be sure. When Jacob was nearing the end of his life, he 
called his boys to him and spoke a blessing over each one of them. Surely they were humbled by their father’s mixture of 
positive and negative words about their future. 
            The most humbling moments had to be when their father had died and they realized they were completely at the 
mercy of Joseph. He could easily exact revenge on them for all they had done now that their father was gone. Instead, he 
spoke truly remarkable words, acknowledging he was not God and that God had worked what they intended for evil into 
something for the blessing of many. 
            Acknowledge the greatness of God and your dependence on Him. 


