
   

Tuesday, July 28, 2020—Isaiah 64-66 

            God has made the human heart to worship, so every civilization has 

had some acknowledgement of deity and some form of worship. Tribes, 

tongues, people groups, and nations have not always worshiped Yahweh, the 

one, true God, but they have expressed their devotion and dependence on 

someone or something. This interaction between man and idol involved 

sacrifice of some kind to please the god and get results. 

            “Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye 

has seen any God besides you who acts on behalf of those who wait for him” 

(64:4). Rather than praying to a god fashioned by their own hands, Israel 

prayed to the God who shaped them by His hands (64:8). Like others who 

worshiped idols, Israel dealt with their shortcomings and knowing they angered 

Yahweh, but unlike others, Israel knew they were God’s people (64:9). He 

delighted in them and wanted to bring blessing and abundance to them for His 

glory. They weren’t trying to keep a deity happy. They were relating to the only 

God, their Maker, Who wanted them to delight in Him. 

            When the people suffered, it wasn’t simply because Yahweh was 

having a bad day or being petulant. They were reaping the consequences of 

their bad choices (65:2-7). God was being a good judge with His punishments. 

In contrast, by His grace, God was preparing a new, eternal home for His 

servants that would be beyond imagination (65:17-25). There their faith will be 

sight and worship will be everlasting. 

            Praise God for being real and making Himself known. Pray for a heart 

that worships Him alone. 

Monday, July 27, 2020—Isaiah 61-63 

            When Jesus went to Nazareth, His hometown, early in His ministry and 

joined the others at the synagogue, they asked Him, the visiting rabbi, to read 

from the scrolls. He chose Isaiah 61. In that text, God announces through His 

anointed messenger that He will restore His people, making an everlasting 

covenant with them, to remove shame and bring blessing. Jesus said the 

Scripture was fulfilled in Him. He was the One delighting in the Lord, clothed 

with salvation, for the righteousness of the nations. 

            The devastation Isaiah saw first-hand in His day would be completely 

removed in Jesus. The land that was deserted would be inhabited. The people 

who felt abandoned by God would be the delight of God and in covenant with 



Him (62:1-4, 12). Repeatedly, Isaiah emphasizes the delight God will have in 

His people. Theirs will once again be a relationship of love and joy, and the 

nations will recognize it. 

            Jesus knew Isaiah 63 spoke of one who worked salvation on His own 

(63:5-6). He expressed the anger of God toward sin and His kindness toward 

Israel. “Surely they are my people . . .” (63:8). Sin had corrupted God’s plan, 

but He was going to restore through His Messenger. 

            Everyone wants to feel connected and valued, the promises God made 

to Israel. Many succumb to temptations and idols who make the same 

promises—video games, gambling, sex, food, promotions, possessions—and 

find themselves more isolated and empty than before. Jesus stands before 

them today offering true, eternal connection and value. 

Sunday, July 26, 2020—Isaiah 58-60 

            Parents and teenagers often have radically different views on reality. 

The teen feels entitled to certain freedoms or provisions, and the parents 

respond with disbelief. Who pays all the bills? What sacrifice is the teen making 

in comparison to the parents? Do the parents truly know how hard it is to live 

without those items? Do they even care? 

            Isaiah 58 provides a somewhat similar scenario. Israel wonders whether 

God knows how faithful they have been to fast regularly. They want Him to 

provide justice and wisdom as God had promised for His people who do what is 

right. God responds almost in disbelief. He watches their fasting and sees it 

end in quarreling (58:4). They want justice, but they don’t practice justice 

themselves. He calls them to realign their hearts toward Him and His ways 

(58:13). 

            God is fully capable of doing what they need and giving what they ask, 

but they first need to admit their sin and ask for forgiveness (59:1-2). They need 

to acknowledge iniquity, rebellion, treachery against Yahweh, turning their back 

on God, fomenting oppression and revolt, and uttering lies their hearts 

conceived (59:12-13). After admitting all of those things, a list of personal 

needs or grievances seems useless to present to Him. Simply having His 

forgiveness and being restored is gift enough. 

            God promised restoration and riches for those who repented. “I will 

make peace your governor and righteousness your ruler” (60:17c). He gives 

more than asked or imagined according to His riches. Pray to know Him and 



desire His presence more than anything in life. 

Saturday, July 25, 2020—Isaiah 55-57 

            Frustration and heartache can make God seem distant. Lack of 

answers to prayer and confusion about direction can cause doubt about His 

love. From the beginning to the end of Scripture, however, God shows His 

willingness to connect with His people. “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to 

the waters” (55:1). God wants people to come to Him. 

            The circumstances of life demonstrate time and again that His ways and 

His thoughts are not like ours (55:8-9), but He will accomplish what He intends. 

He will work to bring fulfillment all He has planned and fill His people with joy 

(55:10-13). Time is the key necessity. It takes time. 

            During that time, His people are to stay faithful. “Maintain justice and do 

what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon 

be revealed” (56:1). His people are to live as if He will return at any moment, 

always serving Him and others. He will give blessing in the present and the 

future for living differently for His glory. The eunuch will have a legacy. The 

foreigner will be family. The Sabbath will be vital. 

            All this He will give to those who come to Him, yet many run to other 

things for satisfaction. Idols say, “Come to me!” Strong drinks say, “Come to 

me!” They will call but fail to deliver. “But the man who makes me his refuge will 

inherit the land and possess my holy mountain” (57:13b). 

            Thank God for being with the contrite and reviving the lowly. 

Friday, July 24, 2020—Isaiah 52-54 

            Feet are vital for moving from place to place. Feet are not something 

people would readily call “beautiful.” Imagine the sandaled feet of one who has 

crossed deserted places, climbed mountains, and walked through streets 

littered with animal waste and everyday trash. Feet take a beating, yet Isaiah 

says the feet of those who bring good news are beautiful. 

            God’s people had known captivity in Egypt. They were experiencing it 

now under Assyria, but God was going to set them free from their self-imposed 

slavery. Imagine the beauty of the feet of the messenger who came to say, 

“God is back in control!” (52:7). 

            How would this be possible? His Servant would suffer. He Himself 

would not be beautiful (53:2), and He would take on the sickness and sorrow of 

the people on their behalf. His punishment would bring peace to them. He was 



the ultimate substitute. “By his wounds we are healed” (53:5). 

            This Servant was perfect but took on transgression in order to pay for 

the guilt of the guilty. He would remove the shame that stained them (54:4). 

God would exalt Him as a result (53:12). “In a surge of anger I hid my face from 

you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on 

you,” says the Lord your Redeemer” (54:8). 

            Beautiful feet deliver this good news to the captives of sin. God will 

remove the stain and shame, and the tyranny and terror of sin will be over. 

Embrace this good news. Share this good news. Have pretty feet. 

Thursday, July 23, 2020—Isaiah 49-51 

            When people suffer, they are quick to believe they’ve received poor 

treatment from the world or have been overlooked by God. They rarely place 

the blame on themselves first and foremost. After all, who wants to admit guilt 

and the need to change? Blaming others is much easier. 

            God’s people were suffering, and they felt like all their labor for the Lord 

was wasted. God reminded them He had formed them and called them to be 

His own. He was going to restore them and use them “as a light for the Gentiles 

that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth” (49:6). He was going to 

glorify Himself while also restoring their honor. Their guilt had consequences, 

but God was going to comfort and repair. 

            God was calling His people back to faithful obedience. He challenged 

them to show proof that He had abandoned or forsaken them (50:1-3). He was 

raising up servants who would live boldly in righteousness and call out to those 

walking in the darkness to trust in God (50:10). God was helping them see that 

they had wandered from Him and needed to return. He had not abandoned 

them. They had walked away from Him. 

            “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the Lord: 

Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you 

were hewn” (51:1). God made them and was calling them back from their self-

inflicted suffering to their Maker and their design. 

            Ask God to make clear the areas that need reform in you. 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020—Isaiah 46-48 

            During the 2008 American financial crisis, some claimed that certain 

businesses were “too big to fail.” Their role in the economy was too important, 

so they needed the help of others to remain viable. They might have been too 



 

big to fail, but they weren’t big enough to help themselves. 

            The COVID-19 crisis has demonstrated how every facet of life has 

vulnerabilities. The strongest of athletes have paused their work. The most 

popular of celebrities have remained in seclusion. A microscopic virus is more 

powerful than the mightiest armies and economies. 

            Imagine, then, the power of the unseen, eternal, all-knowing, all-loving 

God over the man-made idols of Isaiah’s day. The Babylonians were 

conquerors, and their gods were revered, but they were nothing compared to 

Elohim, the one who had all power, and Yahweh, the self-existent One. Bel and 

Nebo would not prevent God from conquering Babylon (46:2). 

            In contrast, God had always been with His people and would rescue 

them and sustain them throughout their lives (46:4). The human heart lulls each 

person into believing he should be superior and there is no one who should be 

as important or comfortable as he is (47:8). Eventually, life disagrees, and 

disaster and heartache arrive. Israel had fallen for the lies and temptations and, 

as a result, missed out on countless blessings. 

            God was going to allow Israel and their enemies to suffer to show their 

weakness and make evident He alone deserved glory. He will not yield His 

glory to another (48:11). Pray that your life leads to His glory alone.  

  

 

 

   

   

 


