
Monday, April 15, 2019—Psalms 13-15 

            Endurance is a rare characteristic. Not many volunteer for the cross-country 

team in high school. Few are willing to spend years working in a thankless environment. 

Hanging on is hard work. 

            In time of great distress, the Psalmist asked, “How long, O Lord?” (13:1). He felt 

as if God had forgotten him, and the sorrow was deep in his heart and soul. To make 

matters worse, his enemy was gloating, so he begged—even demanded—that God 

would answer and restore. Even before God acted, the Psalmist affirmed his trust in the 

unfailing love of God and rejoiced in His rescue (13:5). God had been so good to him. 

            When people forget the goodness of God, they often wander away. They fail to 

endure. They stumble in the darkness and find new lifestyles and new definitions of 

good and truth. In their folly, they conclude there is no God (14:1). His goodness and 

power conflict with their new ways of thinking and living, so they remove Him from the 

discussion. Every generation has tried this, so the Psalmist wonders whether evil 

people will ever learn (14:4). The wicked act, but God prevails (14:6). 

            In contrast to the fool are those who worship God and long to come near Him. 

He leads a blameless life and has a sincere heart toward God (15:2). He does not 

slander others, and he keeps his promises. He cannot stand persistent sinners, and he 

honors those who faithfully follow the Lord. He is more trusting of God than in money. 

            Pray for a life of faithful endurance that trusts and honors God. 

Sunday, April 14, 2019—Psalms 10-12 

            At times, students find themselves stumped. They can’t formulate the words or 

figure the answer, so they come to the teacher. In the process of verbalizing their 

dilemma, they discover the answer. The teacher never had to say a word. The students 

only needed to say the facts out loud. They return to their work with fulfillment and 

assurance. 

            In Psalm 10, the Psalmist comes to God with a heavy burden. The wicked are 

oppressing the poor, and they arrogantly claim God doesn’t see their transgression and 

won’t hold them accountable. Some even claim God is dead. He calls on God to rise up 

and punish the wicked and remember the helpless (10:12-13). In this time of lament, the 

writer becomes certain God does see the wicked and the grief they cause. He is the 

help for the helpless and the defender of the orphans. He will bring justice. 

            Psalm 11 parallels the truths of Psalm 10. The writer knows many flee to the 

mountains in times of trouble, but he trusts Yahweh (11:1). He brings justice in time. 

“For the Lord is righteous, and he loves justice. Those who do what is right will see his 

face” (11:7). 

            This assurance is a blessing when the culture begins to unravel (12:1). God is 

the source of hope and help for His people when falsehood and arrogance begin to 

abound. God sees. God knows. His promises are pure, so His people can trust in His 

protection and retribution. 

            Praise God for being the Answer who revealed Himself to us. 

Saturday, April 13, 2019—Psalms 7-9 

            Most everyone has seen a spoiled child making demands of a parent. “Buy me 



this!” or “Stop saying that!” The arrogance and immaturity are stunning and unattractive. 

They are a reflection on child and parent. 

            In Psalm 7, the Psalmist might seem like such a child. “Save me. Stand up. 

Wake up. End wickedness.” The Psalmist makes demands, yet the Psalmist says, “If I 

have done wrong or am guilty of injustice. . .” (7:3). He is willing to face the 

consequences of his poor choices, but if he is righteous, he wants to see God rise up 

and defeat the enemy. God is his shield and judge (7:10-11), so he is rightly placing his 

total trust in Him. He is asking God to act like God. 

            The humility of Psalm 8 is much more noticeable. He declares the majesty of 

God’s name, which fills the earth. In looking around at the wonder of creation, he asks, 

“What are mortals that you should think of us?” (8:4), yet He has not only thought of 

them but crowned them with glory and honor and given them authority over creation 

(8:6). 

            Psalm 9 includes a variety of expressions from the Psalmist. He gives thanks to 

God for His character and His judgment (9:1-3). He declares the past and future victory 

of God over his enemies and affirms His being a shelter for the oppressed (9:4-10). All 

of this is preparation for his call for God’s rescue (9:13-14). Knowing who He is makes 

asking for help an act of worship and common sense. 

            Praise God for being a good Father. Pray to be a pleasing child. 

Friday, April 12, 2019—Psalms 4-6 

            Social media allows people to “vent” their frustrations about traffic, restaurant 

service, cultural issues, and much more. These “rants,” as the authors so often call 

them, make the speaker feel better simply because they have expressed their opinion. 

Nothing has changed. The problem still exists, but stating the situation has some 

therapeutic value. 

            The Psalms often express the “ventings” of the writer. They do not shy away 

from expressing deep emotion, and they seemingly include every emotion in the human 

repertoire—anger, fear, hurt, and uncertainty to name a few. Rather than expressing 

these to a faceless audience as with social media, the Psalmist addresses God directly, 

a privilege afforded to God’s children by their gracious, patient Father. 

            Psalm 4 calls on God to take away distress caused by the numerous accusers 

who surround the Psalmist. David was certain God would answer (4:3), so he knew he 

could not let the situation overtake him and lead him to sin in some way. God’s certainty 

allowed him to sleep in peace (4:8). 

            In Psalm 5, David is groaning under the weight of his circumstances (5:1). He 

came to God in the morning and waited for an answer. He knew God hated sin and 

unrighteousness, so he was confident God would make right what had gone wrong. He 

graciously allowed His people to come to Him and surrounded them with loving 

protection. In spite of deep sorrow, David was confident God heard him (6:9). 

            Praise God for listening to His people. Pray He will teach you how to pray 

honestly and to listen expectantly. 

Thursday, April 11, 2019—Psalms 1-3 

            Researchers continue to report the rising number of “nones,” those who report 



no religious affiliation. Generations of Americans found denominational identification 

and church activity to be vital, but more and more are finding it unnecessary or 

unattractive. There is no delight in it. 

            Psalm 1 says those who find blessing from the Lord are those who delight in 

everything He says. They think about His truth day and night rather than listening to the 

wicked and following the scoffers. Rather than being one who only finds God useful or 

necessary on Sunday, they draw nourishment and stability from Him every day, like a 

fruitful tree on the banks of a river. They joyfully identify with Him and are protected by 

Him. 

            The rising number of “nones” is only part of a rising tide against traditional 

Christian belief. Cultural and political pressure grows against disciples of Christ as they 

wish to express and practice their deeply-held religious beliefs in the workplace and 

society. Psalm 2 says the forces of this world have constantly waged war against God 

and His plans to no avail. In fact, God laughs at their attempts to take Him down (2:4). 

God will do what He wants and bring joy and protection to all who submit to Him. 

            Psalm 3 speaks for those who feel this pressure. “I have so many enemies, yet 

you are a shield around me.” God will indeed crush those who oppose Him and give 

rest to those who trust Him. Praise Him for His certain rescue, victory, and blessing. 

Wednesday, April 10, 2019—2 Samuel 22-24 

            David knew the power of song. He felt the power of combining words and music 

to express deep emotion and high praise. His status as mighty warrior and beloved king 

did not stop him from giving proper praise to the One who made all things possible. 

            “He led me to a place of safety; he rescued me because he delights in me. The 

Lord rewarded me for doing right; he compensated me because of my innocence” 

(22:20-21). These words came from the man who had been a poor father, an adulterer, 

and a murderer. He was not forgetting his faults or being delusional. He understood the 

grace and mercy of God and the power of repentance. He was living as God designed 

Him and enjoying the fruits of that marvelous adventure. 

            David had the highest regard for Yahweh and His power, but he knew he was 

not capable of fulfilling his role without the mighty men God gave him for support (23:8-

39). They were willing to risk their lives for him, and he was moved to worship by their 

service. 

            David was living a precursor to what God intends for the church. With Christ as 

the head, each believer gives Him the ultimate praise, but each believer is a member of 

a body which works together and is willing to sacrifice for the benefit of the others, 

leading them to deeper worship. David stumbled when he placed trust in his people 

instead of God (23:1-9). 

            Pray for a healthy relationship with your church family which brings growth and 

spurs worship. 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019—2 Samuel 19-21 

            Eventually, every person finds himself with multiple identities and in multiple 

roles. For example, a mom is the chief architect of the family’s schedule, the newest 

member of the assembly-line crew, and a volunteer with the crisis-pregnancy ministry. 



She is a leader, a follower, and a servant. She is at times in charge, a partner, or a 

hired-hand. Balancing is hard. 

            King David was the commander of the army. He was also the father of the rebel 

Absalom. After Absalom died at the hands of the men who rescued his kingdom, David 

wept for Absalom without providing any kind of encouragement to the men who saved 

his life. Balancing is hard. 

            Joab rebuked David. It seemed as though he loved those who hated him and 

hated those who loved him (19:6). Good friends are able to speak truth, even when it is 

hard. The grace God had shown David began to flow from David. He forgave Shimei for 

cursing him and once again welcomed Mephibosheth, who had been falsely accused or 

desertion. The jealousies of 12 tribes, however, stirred as David returned to the throne 

(19:41-43). Being the leader to a diverse bunch is challenging work. 

            The entire process, while difficult, was constructive. David finally saw the need 

to address rebellion (20:1-26) and unrepentance (21:1-14). The scenario is far bloodier 

than most will face today, yet the principle is clear: God calls leaders to lead, so they 

deal with difficulty directly and quickly. 

            Praise God for leaders who lead well. Pray to fulfill your role with balance, grace, 

and mercy. 


