
Sunday, June 24, 2018—2 Kings 7-10 
            God is, by nature, inconceivably powerful. His abilities are beyond human comprehension, 
but when He works, His great power is evident and praiseworthy. Those who doubt Him or violate 
His standards run afoul of this power, but those who trust Him are amazed and blessed. 
            On one occasion, Samaria was in a severe drought, and the Arameans had besieged a main 
city. Elisha predicted the next day God would provide, but an official doubted this could be true. 
Four men with a skin disease faced a tough decision. They couldn’t go in the city because of the 
disease, and they couldn’t go to the Arameans because they were enemies, but they needed food. 
Their choice was to go to the foreigners and hope for the best. In a way only God could work, the 
Arameans had fled and left behind their food and supplies. The people of the city raided the camp 
and satisfied their great needs, and they trampled on the official in their hurry to leave the city gate. 
            God worked powerfully to provide, and He worked thoroughly to punish sin. Through the 
newly-anointed king Jehu, God brought vengeance on the house of Ahab for all the evil he and 
Jezebel had done and the wickedness they had promoted. Jehu also brought judgment on the king of 
Judah for his sin and destroyed many prophets of Baal. God told Jehu he had done well in carrying 
out what was right in His sight (10:30). 
            Praise God for His unique power and ability to provide for His people and purge the world 
of sin. Thank Him for salvation in Christ and sanctification in the Spirit. Pray your life is obedient to 
His calling. 
  
Saturday, June 23, 2018—2 Kings 4-6 
            In Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God, Henry Blackaby shares the insights he 
gained from years of studying how God worked in his life and, better yet, in Scripture. He saw a 
pattern develop in the lives of so many saints, and he saw a similar pattern of God’s working in his 
own life. This allowed him to anticipate in some instances how he should pray and react because he 
could better see how God was working and how to join Him in that work. 
            The stories of Elijah and Elisha show some of those patterns. Elisha had requested that the 
blessing of God which Elijah had enjoyed would rest on him, so the fact that God worked in similar 
ways should be no surprise. Both men experienced the hospitality of a woman, and both were able 
to help restore life to those sons when they suddenly died. 
            Both prophets had the opportunity to demonstrate the supreme power of Jehovah. Elijah 
did so on the mountain with 850 pagan prophets. Elisha, with a foreign commander suffering with a 
skin disease and with a powerful army that he led into Samaria before giving them food and sending 
them home. A chariot of fire took Elijah to heaven, and multiple chariots of fire proved to Elisha’s 
servant that greater was the One who was for them than the ones assembled against them (6:16). 
            Ask God to work in your life to use you to bless others the way you have been blessed. 
Make disciples who will make disciples. 
  
 
Friday, June 22, 2018—2 Kings 1-3 
            In the Ten Commandments, God made clear how people are to treat Him as God. They are 
not to have other gods superior to Him. They are not to make any image to look like He does, and 
they are neither to misuse His name nor His day. People are to treat Him rightly. 
            God extends that privilege to His messengers. They are His representatives, and they have a 
holy task. When King Ahaziah sent captains with their companies to bring Elijah to him, these 
military men approached Elijah with demands and malicious intent. They met a fiery end. When a 
third came humbly, Elijah obliged, and the men were spared. 



            Contrast the military approach to that of Elisha. He wanted nothing more than to be with 
Elijah, no matter the cost or outcome. When God took Elijah away in a chariot of fire, he left 
behind his literal cloak and figurative authority, which Elisha picked up. Elisha, then, became God’s 
messenger and was able to do miraculous works and deserved respect. Thus, the threats of the 
disrespectful boys were neutralized by two bears. 
             In alliance, the king of Israel and the king of Judah approached Elisha to inquire of him 
about marching against Moab. Elisha admitted he only had respect for Jehoshaphat but prophesied 
nonetheless, and the armies marched out to success. 
            Thank God today for those who have shared His message faithfully in your life. Recognize 
your calling as a follower of Jesus to be a bold messenger of the gospel. 
  
Thursday, June 21, 2018—2 Kings 20-22 
            God wants the world to worship Him. He created each person with the ability to do so; 
there is, therefore, no higher good than for each heart to confess His supremacy. He will work 
through whomever for this. 
            In 2 Kings 20, He stated twice His intention for people to know “I am the LORD” (20:13, 
28). God was working in King Ahab, the husband of Jezebel, the promoter of idolatry, the accuser 
of Elijah—a most unlikely candidate—because He wanted the king, the people of Israel, and the 
world to know He was not the God of only the hills and the valleys. He was the God of all creation 
and worthy of worship and obedience by all. 
            In his letter, James talks about saving faith—faith that trusts Jesus and subsequently moves 
the believer to do the good works for which God has designed him. This is in contrast to faith 
without works, which is dead, and faith like the demons, which knows God exists but does not give 
Him allegiance of any kind. 
            Ahab seemed to have this faith. He saw God work, yet he was never satisfied or repentant. 
He longed for Naboth’s vineyard, though he had anything he wanted as king, and Jezebel 
orchestrated Naboth’s murder. There was no one like Ahab who intentionally worked to do evil 
against Jehovah because Jezebel incited him (21:25). What a pair they were! 
            God can work through the wicked. He can even bring humility (21:27-29). Pray for a living 
faith, a humble walk, and a fruitful ministry. 
  
Wednesday, June 20, 2018—1 Kings 17-19 
            Truth is stranger than fiction, and the chaos of the divided kingdoms of God’s people is 
most certainly strange. While one king is faithful, another is wicked. Peoples who share common 
spiritual and genetic heritage find themselves fighting one another. These details and events seem 
plucked from a movie screenplay but are actual history. 
            While Asa led the southern kingdom with faithfulness like that of King David, the northern 
kingdom’s Ahab was exceedingly wicked. Elijah the prophet boldly proclaimed a drought over the 
land and put himself at great risk. God sent him into hiding and used nature to provide for him 
initially. Then, he used a helpless widow, performing two distinct miracles for her and her family, to 
give sustenance to this faithful speaker. 
            After three years of drought, Elijah took a word from God to Ahab, who accused Elijah of 
ruining Israel (18:17). They arranged a meeting between the prophets of the idols of the land and 
Elijah. The odds were stacked strongly against Elijah, yet he came confidently to the meeting where 
they would determine which was the true God. The pagans had no success, but Elijah pled with 
God to show Himself and turn their hearts back (18:37). God worked miraculously, and the people 
affirmed Him. 



            Elijah defeated 850 pagans but then fled after the threat of one woman. God did not scold 
him for his fear but showed himself powerful and compassionate in Elijah’s weakness. Emboldened, 
Elijah returned to service, preparing the next generation for obedience. 
            Praise God for being steady and unchanging in chaos 
 
Tuesday, June 19, 2018—1 Kings 14-16 
            People will do some of the strangest, illogical things trying to fool God when, in fact, they 
are only fooling themselves. Jeroboam was king of Israel and had set up two new temples so his 
people would not need to go to Jerusalem. He wanted to provide a new way, yet when he found 
himself in need, he reverted to the old way. He sent his wife to a prophet at Shiloh. 
            Jeroboam had his wife dress in disguise, yet the prophet Abijah could not see. Though he 
could not see, his personal connection with God allowed him to see more clearly than anyone. 
When she arrived, Abijah told her to sins of Jeroboam would cost him personally and cost the 
nation of Israel as well (14:16). What Jeroboam had hoped would happen under his leadership 
would not be. His sin cost him more than he could imagine. 
            King Rehoboam, too, acted foolishly. His weakness allowed the king of Egypt to raid Judah 
and take the precious shields of gold from the Temple. Rehoboam simply replaced them with 
shields of bronze (14:27). From a distance they looked the same, but God knew the difference. Both 
Judah and Israel were outwardly professing Jehovah and worshiping Him, yet their hearts were far 
from Him, and they were paying the price. 
            What God seeks is one who is wholeheartedly devoted to Him, like King Asa (15:14). He 
will not be perfect, and she will likely stumble in various ways, but God looks at the heart, as He did 
with David. 
 
Monday, June 18, 2018—1 Kings 11-13 
            If religion is a man-made effort to assert personal ideals and make life easier, the Jews failed 
miserably. Their belief in Yahweh and their identity as His people caused them great trouble in every 
generation. If, in that man-made religion, they produced a holy book to espouse their ideals, they 
failed again because every human leader was flawed, and the people continually rebelled against God 
and his design. 
            The case in point is Solomon. He had the abundance of God and the praise of man, yet his 
heart wandered. He married the daughter of the Pharaoh, something God strictly prohibited because 
this foreign influence would draw his heart away, and he gathered 700 more wives and 300 
concubines, and they, too, turned his heart away (11:3-4). Though wise in the eyes of the world, 
King Solomon proved himself a fool. 
            Sin is always destructive, and Solomon’s sin began to unravel his kingdom. God raised up 
Jeroboam and told him He would give him 10 of the tribes to lead. If Jeroboam would remain 
faithful, God promised to build a lasting dynasty through Jeroboam (11:38). 
            When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became king. He was proof that wisdom is not 
genetic. He did not listen to the wise men around him, and he lost the larger kingdom, keeping only 
Judah and Benjamin. Jeroboam, the new king of Israel, did not trust God’s promises, and he built 
two temples (1 Kings 12:29) so he would not lose his people to Jerusalem. 
            Pray for genuine faith which trusts God and obeys. 
 


